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Role as “Jesus
renews lapsed
believer’s Taith

by Billy James Hargis Il, publisher

You’veseentheextraordinary paintings of Jesus’ life. They’re
inbookstores and magazines. They’re all over the Internet.

They’rethe work ofartist LizLemon Swindle. They’ve won
worldwide acclaim —even been compared to [talian master
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, whorefused to paintJesus
with halos or holier-than-thou poses.

Swindle paints a very human Christ. But where does she get
herinspiration? Several years ago, construction worker Phillip
Miner, raised a Mormon, but who had decided he didn’t want
anything to do withreligion, was approached in abookstore by
atotal stranger, who started chatting with him as ifthey were
friends.

Itseems she was one of Swindle’s assistants and she had
mistaken Miner for Swindle’s longtime Jesus model, Christo-
pher Crofts. Stunned at the resemblance, she asked ifthe would

like to visitthe artist’s studio.

—r & He was at first skeptical, but agreed to drop by.

FriendshyLizLemon Swindle
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Washington Post: tmericans wanta
President with strong Christian

compiled by the Christian Crusade staff

“Atheistalert!”’ writes Jordan Sekulow inthe Wash-
ington Post. ‘“New statistics from the Public Reli-
gion Research Institute show that over 70 percent of
Republicans and over 50 percent of Democrats
want a president who has “very strong religious
beliefs.”

This comes as increasingly aggressive atheist
groups continue to mock publicly anyone who be-

lieves in God —particularly targeting politicians —
although a large majority of the electorate fully
embraces the importance ofthe commander-in-
chief’s faith, writes Sekulow:

Atheists see the majority of the American people
as “less educated but more abundant indoctrinated
masses,” who are led by fundamentalists.” Accord-
ing to the group American Atheists, these include

continued on page 7

Tiny Bible expected to sell for SH0,000

by Keith Wilkerson, managing editor

A1,245-pageBible
that once visited the
lunar surface is ex-
pectedtobeauctioned
offfor $50,000.

“ArareBiblethat’s
beentothe moonand
back willhave anew
owner Thursdaynight
—the complete King
Jamesversion, framed

This tiny text has been to the moon and back

in gold leaf, isunder
the hammeratan auc-
tion house in New
Hampshire,” reports
-7 L N Richard Allen Green
o e for the Cable News
WY Network:
Butwhoever takes
ithome won’tbeable
toleafthroughit. It’s
apiece of microfilm,

continued on page 19

continued on page 10

Texas, Alabama, Arizona
roups 1amore (hreats
from Wisconsin athersts

by Keith Wilkerson, managing editor

Thousands of Texans, including the state attorney
general and presidential candidate Gov. Rick Perry,
have sentaclear message to Wisconsinatheists who
enjoy intimidating small towns intoremoving nativity
scenes.

Themessageisthe same froman American Legion

continued on page 6

WVl Street Journal: Why
doesmediapromotean
had newsabout charch

compiled by the Christian Crusade staff

The national news mediarecently yawned overa
Bayloruniversity study which found thatthenumber
of American atheists hasremained steady at4 per-
centsince 1944 while churchmembership hasreached
anall-timehigh.

However, it was big news when another study

Today s girlygrowing
upma moral abyss

compiled by the Christian Crusade staff

Girlstoday are growingupina“moral abyss,” say
Dr. Helen Wright, telling an annual conference in
Britain thatsheis greatly concerned by the “erosion
ofthe innocence of childhood inthe 21st Century.”

Indeed, society must wake up ’to the profound
damage we have inflicted” on today’s girls “due to
creating asociety thatis highly sexualized,” agreed
Andrea Williams, chiefexecutive officer of Christian

continued on page 18
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Basehall pro credits God for rescue from kidnappers

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

“I'wasalways praying to God, and thanks to God,
He gave methe miracle of sending me these wonder-
ful people,” pro-
claimed Wash-
ington Nationals
baseball player
Wilson Ramos
after security
forces rescued
him fromkidnap-
pers demanding
millions of dol-
lars.

ASWATteam
ofthe Venezue-
la’s National
Guardandpolice
rescued the 24-
year-old Major
League Baseball rookie catcher two days after he
was abducted from his mother’s home in that South
Americannation.

“Thetruthis I’'mstill very nervous, but thanks to
Godeverythingturned outwell,” Ramos told told the
Caracas daily newspaer la Universal.

Hedescribed a gunfight between his abductors

this,” he said

andpolice inthe mountainous region of Montalban.
Hetold the Washington Post: “There were many

completely. Itis something one cannot

easily forget,” Ramostold laUniversal.
“Thisisbeyond any comparison. Inever

thoughtIwould go through something like

“Mike Rizzo, general manager for the Nationals,
was also happy tohearthe news. ”Though details are

limited and we have not yet talked directly with
Wilson, we are thrilled with reports thathe has been
rescued,” Rizzo said in a statement.

“We greatly appreciateall the prayers and thoughts
ofall who have joined us in wishing for this conclu-
sionto whathasbeen anightmarish 48 hours.

“Weare eagerto see Wilsonand lethim know just

shots fired. I couldnot
do anything but get
underthebed, to pray,
tocry,andthenlfelta
great relief when I

heard the police yell howmany all overthe world have been waiting for
myname. Thatiswhen thisnews.”
Iresponded, Kidnap-
because 1 cﬂ ping has be-
could not \ come an in-
evenspeak. creasing
“Being a threat to the
step away middle and
fromdeathis upper-class-
something es in Vene-
thatchanges zuela.
your life Inthe 113
games he
played dur-
inghis2011
rookie sea-
son with the

Nationais, Ramoshada.267 batting average with
15 home runs and 52 runs batted in.

 out of 10 young Christians
can't apply therr faith to e

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staft

Eightoutoften young Christian adults in Americahavenoideahowtoapply
their faith to their daily living, reports pollster George Barna.

His finding was announced as the Barna Group released its end-of-the-year
top six trends in American faith for2011.

One ofthe most favorable discoveries by pollsters was that three-quarters of
Americans see churches as apositive factor in theircommunities. Only 5 percent
consider the church’s influence to be negative. However, “Americans are
struggling to determine how faith, Christianity and church fitintomodern life,”
reports Barna.

Among2011°sothertrends:

“Forty-one percent of Americans are unable to identify who they considerto
beaninfluential Christian,” reported Barna. When surveyed abouttheir Christian
heroes, many Americans came up blank.

“Only Billy Graham, the Pope, Barack Obama and Joel Osteen were
mentioned by more than 1 out of 50 adults as the most significant Christian
leaders,” reported Barna.

“Another way in which Christianity hitthe mainstream radar was prominent
discussion abouthell,” reported Barna. “This issue sparked so much contro-
versy and vigorous debate in part because Americais essentially splitdown the
middle on mostissues ofuniversalism andreligious pluralism. Forexample, 43
percent of Americans said it doesn’t matter what religious faith you follow
because they all teach the same lessons; 54 percent of Americans disagree. Half
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of Americans believe that all people are eventually
saved or accepted by God no matter what they do,
while40 percentdisagreed.

“Withthenation’s population so divided, expectto
see these issues continue to stoke lively conversa-
tions,” said Barna.

Pollsters also found “a great deal of openness
among millions of Americans to overtly supporting
Christianbusiness and brands. In fact, nearly halfofall
adults (includingall faith groups) said they would be
open to purchasing from a business or brand that
operates according to Christian principles.”

A consistent theme from Barna Group’s research this year is Americans’
growingacceptance of limitations.

“Compared to the experience of economic surplus of recent decades,” he
writes, “‘residents are living within aredefined American dream. For many, this
includes lowered expectations, rethinking spending habits, and relearning sav-

ings.

“Onereason for theirmodest outlook on life is that three-quarters of adults
claim to have been personally affected by the economic downturn. Another
reason: Americans have cometo accept that the economy is notrecovering
anytime soon. They are settling in for the long haul. Seven out of 10 Americans
believe it will be two or more years and nearly halfsay it will take three years or
longer. One outof 17 Americans now believes the economy will never fully
recover, up fromonein 50 two years ago.

“One of the unfortunate consequences of these changes is areduction in
charitable giving,” writes Barna. “Three out of 10 adults have reduced their
giving to churches and four out of 10 have downgraded their giving to non-
profits. One of the measures of generosity is tithing, or giving 10 percent or more
ofone’sincome.

The tithing indicator, too, has dropped from 7 percent to 4 percent of all
Americans. The patterns of giving and generosity suggesta tough year ahead for
non-profitand church leaders.

Whatdoes it take to make churchrelevant?

Another key theme from Barna Group’s research in 2011 is the new
generation gap hitting the Christian community. Many oftoday’s congregations
are struggling to remain connected with Millennials. The faith journeys ofteens
and young adults are often challenging for many parents and faith leaders, who
often misunderstand how and why young people become disconnected.

Barnacites six reasons that young adults leave church as well as five common
myths about church dropouts.

Thesixreasons? According to Barna:

Reason#1 —Churches seem overprotective. A few ofthe defining character-
istics oftoday’s teens and young adults are their unprecedented access to ideas
and worldviews as well as their prodigious consumption of popular culture. As
Christians, they express the desire for their faith in Christto connectto the world
they livein. However, much of their experience of Christianity feels stifling, fear-
based and risk-averse. One-quarter of 18-to 29-year-olds said “Christians
demonize everything outside of the church” (23 percent indicated this “com-
pletely” or “mostly” describes their experience). Other perceptions in this
category include “churchignoringthe of staying faithful to their beliefs and to their
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Family Circus creator

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

BilKeane, 89, the creator of the world’s most popular single-panel newspa-
per comic, the Family Circus, passed away recently, leaving behind a half-
century of daily visits to the Keane family where he, his wife, now-grown kids
and their pets were the models for Daddy, Mommy, Billy, Dolly, Jeffy, P.J.,
Barfy, Sam and Kittycat. The comic appears in more than 1,500 newspapers
worldwide.

Ina2003 interview published in the Baptist Standard, the Catholic Keane
admitted he enjoyed inserting his personal faith
into his daily commentaries on life.

Inoneclassic, Jefty prays before bed “Our
Father who art in Heaven, how did you
know myname?” Inanother, Dolly asks,
“Is God white, black, brown, yellow or
red?” Mommy simply answers, “Yes.”
Keanetold Religious News Servicere-
porter Kathi Wolfe that shortly after the
September 11,2001 attacks, hereceived
mail fromreaders “who are gratified that
thereis something inthe comic pages
thatdevotes some spaceto the influ-
enceofreligionand God. Noone has
an explanation for the attacks. But
most people believe that guidance
from above will help to beat terror-

“When we say grace, do we look
up at Heaven, or down
at the food?”

P
Keanebegan drawing the iconic daily comicin 1960, and it will continue
since hisson Jeff—yes, the model for Jeffy—took overa few years ago.
Keane enjoyed a 60-year marriage to Thelma Keane, who at the peak of
the comic’s popularity was often recognized at the supermarket by
strangers who would ask “Are you Mommy from the Family Circus?”
Behind the scenes, he was the upbeat master-of-ceremonies at the
National Cartoonists Society annual awards banquet for 16 years. “His

leaves
A legacy ol hope and humor

fellow cartoonists unfailingly described him as the nicest of
nice guys, and startlingly funny,”’ remembers Brigid Alverson
for Comic Book Resources.

The University of Wisconsin’s at Madison’s Artist-in-
Residence, LyndaBarryrecalls:

Iwasakid growingupinatroubled household. Wedidn’t
have books in the house but we did have the daily paperand
Iremember picking out Family Circus before I could really
read.

There was something about the life on the other side ofthat
circlethatlooked pretty good. Forkids like me there was a
map and acompass hidden in Family Circus. The parents in
thatcomic stripreally loved their children. Theirhome was
stable. It putthatimage in my head and I keptit.

I’d always heard that great art will cause people to burst
into tears butthe only time itever
happened tome was when |

1 1 s
was m’troduced to Bil oo Y.
Keane’sson, Jeff. As BLACK, BROWN, ) ¢
VELLOW OR
RED?

soon as I shook his
hand I just started
bawlingmy face off
because [ realized |
hadclimbedthrough
thecircle.

Thereligiousthemes
expressed in the strip
grew outofhis family’s
experiences, Keane told
Wolfe. The children express “thereligious questions
thatI had asa child or that other children have.”

Forexample, in one, Dolly wonders, “When people getto heaven, are they
allowed to hug God?”

Keane realized that he had to present his message subtly — and only
occasionally, “ormy editor would say he’snotbuying areligious strip,” Keane
told Wolfe. “Itmakes itmore special that way.”

“Religion was a part of our home life when [ was growing up,” he said. “I
attended Catholic school. It was a good education— for the spiritual end, as
well as forits discipline. Laughter was a part of the church services I attended
asachild.”

Herecalls his sixth grade teacher, Sister Anne, who didn’tmind his charicatures
featuring her. “She was a greatteacher. Instead of chastising me for drawing her
inanot-too-flattering way, she encouraged me.” When he lefther class, Keane
said, “Sister Anne said, ‘I hope someday to see youdrawing cartoons.’”

Hebelieved “Jesus musthave had asense of humor. I like to think of Him as
aguy who gotpeopleto listento Himby leaving them laughing and chuckling with
oneanother.”

/[ TRYIN' TO BAPTIZE
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Good Samaritan’s Kindness saves his life

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

he was grateful his brother had received assistance.

A Canadian who saw a woman stranded on a
Wisconsinhighway witha flattire stopped and helped
—onlytohavethetables turned on hima few miles
downtheroad whenshe savedhis life.

“Indiana-bound Victor Giesbrecht, 61, a father of
four from Winnipeg, wasdrivingeastSaturday evening
on Interstate 94,” report Paul Walsh and Gabrielle
Giroday in the Winnipeg Free Press_, “when he
stoppedtohelp cousins Sara Bergand Lisa Meier, both
of EauClaire, getrollingagain.”

Thetwowomenwerestrugglingontheshoulderwith
aflatandwere grateful whenthe grandfatherly Giesbrecht
pulledoverandlentahand.

“Gooddeedaccomplished, and just minutes after
gettingback behindthewheel,”reportsthe Free Press,
”’Giesbrecht was stricken with aheartattack. His wife,
Ann, athissidehelpedbringtheirpickup truck toastop.

“Seeminglyrighton cue,along camethe carhehad
justhelped getback ontheroad. Ann Giesbrecht was
onthe phoneand waving herarmsinsearch ofhelp.”

This time it was Sara who got to be the Good
Samaritan. She’sanurse. As Anncalled911, Sara
began cardiopulmonary resuscitation—and kept
Giesbrechtaliveuntilemergency personnel arrived.

“I'talkedto Saraon Sundaynightandtoldher, “You
actuallysavedhislife,””” Mrs. Giesbrechtsaid Monday
fromthe Mayo Clinic’s EauClaire facility, where Victor
remained inserious condition.

Why did he stop to help two strangers? Ann said
Victor “always wants to stop’’ and help when he sees
folksinneed. “He’s the type of person who gives you
100 per centand worries abouthimselflater.”

“There’s some good people outthere,” said Allen
Giesbrecht, Victor’s brother, whotold the Free Press

“Whenyou’reontheroad, younever know whatcan
happen.”

Trooper Kate Sampson was the firstresponder on
the scene and was told by Sara that Victor “had no
pulseand was notbreathing.” Dunn County Deputy
Scott Pacearrived withanautomated external defibril-
lator (AED), whichrestored Victor’s heartbeat.

A medical helicopter whisked Giesbrechtto Eau
Claire.

State Patrol Sgt. Michael Newton said the
Giesbrechts’ Good Samaritan actplayedakeyrole.
Thetwo cousinsimmediately recognized theirbenefac-
torand didn’thesitate to stop—whereas they might
havebeen cautious had Mrs. Giesbrechtbeen atotal
strangerwaving for help.

“Itcouldhave beenadifferentoutcome,” Newton
said. “It’saninteresting turn of fate.”
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Judge rules buddhist
llags Ok m class, but
not L. national motto

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

A federal appeals courtin Californiahasruled that
aSan Diego-area math teacher does not have the
constitutional right to display America’s national
motto, “In God We Trust” in his classroom.

The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals sided
with the Poway Unified School Districtin a case
involving ahigh school teacher who was forced to
remove banners that men-
tioned God, including one that
displayed the national motto.
Alowercourtpreviouslyruled
thatthe school district vio-
lated Bradley Johnson’s First
Amendmentrights, but the
Ninth Circuitoverturned that
decision, as the judges said
the math teacher’s banners
hadnothing to do with calcu-
lus.

Bradley Johnson, amath
teacher for Poway Unified School District, is 30
years into his career and had banners he believed
celebrated “thereligious heritage of America,” ac-

Theruling overturned California Federal District
CourtJudge Roger T. Benitez’s decision that said
the school districted violated Johnson’s constitu-
tionalrights.

The overruling judgmentsaid that Johnson’srole
as astate-employed math teacher was to do as his
jobtitle conveys, notto “use his public positionasa

One Nation Under Gog

God Bless America
od Shed His Grace On The

pulpit fromwhich to preach hisown viewsontherole
of God in our nation’s history to the captive students
in his mathematics classroom,” according to the

Johnsonargued thatschool officials discriminated
against Christians by forcing him to remove the
banners, noting that other teachers were allowed to
hang Tibetan prayer flags or lyricstoaJohn Lennon
song thatreferences heaven, hell and religion, ac-
cordingto the San Francisco Chronicle.

JudgeRichard Tallmanofthe
appeals court wrote in the rul-
ingthatwhile Johnsoncanmake
hisviewsknownonthenation’s
religious history beyond the
schoolyard, itisnotappropri-
ate for him to do so in the
classroom. Johnson had dis-
played the approximately 7-
foot-by-2-foot banners —
which had the fourphrases “In
God We Trust,” “One Nation
Under God,” “God Bless
America,” and “God Shed His
Grace On Thee”—in his classroom atanother school
fornearly 20 years. But when he came to Westview
High School, Principal Dawn Kastner said the ban-
ners were “apromotion ofa particular viewpoint™
and ordered Johnson to take them down, re-
ported the Los Angeles Times.

”Our country hasbeen founded on ‘in God we
trust,” and that’s the principle of the United
States,” contends Blanchard. “I think we’ve
gotten away from that quite abit, so weneed to
getback to center and get our focus on God.”

”’Seems to me that’s kind of unfortunate, be-
cause [ thought we all had First Amendment
rights, regardless of where we were,” Blanchard
said. “And some ofthe things thatare happening
inschools, aswell as bills thatare going around
... Inour court system, we are getting a little
muddled, and it seems like we’re trying to fit the
situation, instead ofactually standing up for what our
forefathers fought for.”

cording to the Los Angeles Times.

Christian Science Monitor.

The courtisalsorequiring the math teacher to pay
the Poway Unified School District’s legal fees.

ychool board prayime stlently after court rufing

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

Members ofthe Indian River School Board in Shelbyville, Delaware, bowed
their heads foramoment ofsilence at the start .

ofarecentboard meeting. For decades, they
have prayed together before meetings.

“Then they made aunanimous decision to
seek U.S. Supreme Courtreview of the recent
Third District Court of Appeals ruling that the
district’spolicy of opening board meetings with
aprayer—often a Christian one—was uncon-
stitutional,” reports Molly Murray of the local
News Journal newspaper:

Charles M. Bireley, the school board presi-
dent, said thereis enough difference of opinion
among federal courts on the constitutionality of
prayer before public meetings that the issue
needs to be settled by the nation’s top court.
“We feel asifitneeds to be clarified,” he said.

The U.S. District Courtin Wilmington, Delaware, had ruled earlier in favor of
the school board’s prayer policy.

Then, athree-judge panel atthe court ofappeals level overturned the lower
court.

The court battle over prayer at school board meetings dates back to 2004,
when a Georgetown-area preacher delivered a prayer for the invocation at the
Sussex Central High School graduation. Twonon-Christian families complained
toschool officials.

Now, nearby Pennsylvania school districts are following suit. Board member
Donna Wert said she “felta void” when Penn Manor school board opened its
meeting lastmonth withamoment of'silence.

Board Member Bryant Ferris said he’s not happy that Pequea Valley school
board meetings now begin with a briefperiod of quietreflection.

It’snotthe silence thatbothers them, but whatitrepresents—the end ofalong-
standing tradition of starting their meetings with prayer.

Theirschool boards, along with Cocalico, Pennsylvania, have abandoned the
practice of praying inresponse to the Delaware courtruling.

Four othernearyby Pennsylvania districts neither pray nor observe a silent

pause atthe start of their meetings. Only four area districts—Columbia, Eastern
Lancaster County, Lampeter-Strasburg and Octorara—now pray at their public
' meetings eachmonth.

School board members thatrecently stopped
the practice said they had little choice but to
change to avoid potential legal problems.

“Thate itthat we had to do this,” said Ferris,
president of the Pequea Valley board. “Our
community is a very strong, Christian-based
community and we have neverhad anyone ques-
tionus opening a meeting with a prayer tomy
knowledge.”

But to avoid a legal challenge that could
involve expensive legal fees, the school board’s
solicitor advised members to stop praying in
public, he said. “All nine board members dis-
agreed with the decision but felt it was the right
thing to do to comply with the law.”

Wertsaid she was dismayed thatanother avenue for public expression of faith
wasbeing eliminated.

“I gettired of seeing laws made for such a small minority of people when I
believe that we represent our constituents” by praying, she said.

Board president Rich Frerichs said the prayers were usually general innature
andnotassociated with aparticularreligion.

He said the Penn Manor board wanted to continue the tradition but feltithad
to follow the letter of the law and comply with the Delaware courtruling, which
has been appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Now, Cocalico school board members are meeting privately to pray before
convening theirboard meetings, ending a public prayer tradition that goes back
atleast30years.

“Toreflectour own desire to ask the Lord’s blessing, we decided we would
have our own prayer inprivate,” Kevin Eshleman, board vice president, said.

Eshleman said he understands the district “has to be and wants tobe”’ open to
people ofall faiths and backgrounds, but he believes “the majority of our
community would be content and even glad that we asked His blessings at our
meetings.”
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Tennessee foothall coaches
told not to bow their heads

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

The football coaches at Westmoreland Middle
School in Sumner County, Tenn., gotinto trouble for
bowing their heads during a student-led prayer be-
forearecent game.

According to local NBC affiliate WSMYV, the
unnamed coaches didn’t say anything aloud them-
selves, butbowed theirheadsrespectfully in obser-
vance alongside the students.

Word got back to the principal and the school
district, which found the coaches’ participation to be
anuncomfortablemix of
religion and public
school.

“We’vebeentelling
our principals to kind of
be looking for those
things, because thatis
kind of a shift in how
thingshavebeendone,”
district spokesman Jer-
emy Johnson told
WSMV. “It can in no
way appear like it’s en-
dorsed by Sumner
County Schoolsperson-
nel.”

When asked whether
bowingone’shead was
considered “endorsing,*
Johnson said it “de-
pendswhatitlookslike.”

The district, it seems,
is wary of legal prob-
lems afterthe American

Civil Liberties Unionsued the district for violating the
separation of church and state, saying teachers led
students in Bible studies, invited a pastor to come
speak to students during lunch and at least one
instructor displayed a 10-inch cross inaclassroom.

When asked whether bowing one’s head was
considered “endorsing,*“ Johnson said it ’depends
whatitlookslike.

“That‘s where you kind of get into the gray area
thatwe’re having to deal with.”

Christian Crusade Newspaper

Actually the coaches were notreprimanded.
stead, they were required to sign letters indicating
theyunderstood the school’s policy, which prohibits
stafffrom appearing to participate inastudent prayer
inany way, evenifittakes place after hours/

Butlongtimerefereeandlocal resident Tony Bentle
says word ofthe incident “blew my mind.

“We’rejustrespectful, God-fearing people up
here. Nobody in this town is offended if you pray.
Nobody.”

Further violations of the policy could lead to
disciplinary action for the coaches—as the school
walks on eggshells to avoid further difficulties with
the ACLU.

“That’s aviolation of their rights. We should be
able tobow our heads inreverence to God, wher-
everweare,” Bentle told the TV station. “It’s time
we draw a line in the sand and say, you know, this is
ridiculous.”

Sumner County school officials also sent guide-
linesto staffmembers inadvance ofthis year’s “See
You Atthe Pole” prayer event in which Christian
teenagers around the nation gather around campus
flagpoles before classto pray for
theirschools, the nationand each
other.

Teachershavenotbeenbanned
from praying, butifthey do—it
must be done out of sight and
earshot of students.

“Totell the teachers that they
cannot attend ‘See You At The
Pole,” which occurs before school
hours, just doesn’t seem to be
constitutional,” David Landrith,
pastor of Long Hollow Baptist
Church, wrote on his blog.

“This is the United States of
America.”

“Youcan’tban people from
practicing their faith in the mar-
ketplace—whetherit’saMuslim,
Buddhist, or a Christian. Chris-
tianity should notbe favored over
otherreligions.

“However, Christians should
have the samerights as everyone
else.”

Foothall team stomps out of oflensive assembly

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

Members of the football team stomped out ofa
Hartford, Connecticut, high school assembly whena
pro-homosexual advocacy play featured two boys
kissingon stage.

When the actors locked lips, reports
Vanessade la Torre for the Hartford
Courantnewspaper, “apiercing clamor
rang through the auditorium.

“There were screams and loud voices
and a bit of feigned or real disgust.
Dozens of students, mostly maleand a
few intheir Owls football jerseys, hur-
ried out of theirrows and walked out. A
few jumped over seatsto leave.”

Principal David Chambers said the
students had heard ahead oftime that
there mightbe same-sex affectioninthe
play. Someasked tobe excused. Cham-
bers considered sending an opt-out let-
ter to parents but decided against t.

Inhis opinion, he told the Courant,
the high schoolers need to develop a
“sense of empathy toward gays and
lesbians.”

“Ourkids arenotthere yet,” Chambers told the
newspaper.

Teachers, administrators and a football coach had
tokeep the teens who walked out from leaving the
schoolbuilding.

“Eventhoughit’skind of chaotic, kind of wildand

crazy, I seeitasvery successful,” Chambers said.
“Ourkids never deal with this, they keep it inside,
and that’s that nervous energy. That’s why they
walkedout.”

Itapparently didnotoccurto him thatsome ofthe

kids had moral issues with the scene— believing
thatglorifyingsame-genderromanceiswrong. Cham-
bers’ intent was to wear down the students sense of
disgustand discomfort with viewing homosexuality
onstage.

Before the afternoon was over, Chambers had at
least one angry Christian parent in the Hartford

Public High School main office, furious that the

schoolwould promote something that their family did

notcondone. Other parents took their students out of

school early. Anotherschool official, Adam Johnson,
“said his office phone was ringing. A lot,” reported
the Courant.

The homosexual kiss was partofa
musical called “Zanna, Don’t!” abouta
reverse world in which heterosexual
people are outcasts and the most popu-
lar boy in school is the flamboyant ho-
mosexual star ofthe chessteam. Atone
pointintheplay, headmitsto liking the
football captain, who admits to beinga
closetheterosexual.”

The play was brought to the school
by members of Leadership Greater
Hartford’s Quest, ““a program for pro-
fessionalsthatdevelopsleadershipskills,
put forth ‘Zanna’ as an anti-bullying
community service project that helps
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgenderand
questioning youth,” reported the Cou-
rant. “Inapartnership with the non-
profit True Colors, one Questteamraised $10,000
toshow the musical three times at Hartford High this
month. The Knox Foundation and the Samuel Roskin
Trustatthe Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
gave sponsorshipmoney.”

“It’snot an easy subjectto approach, sowe’re
trying tomake iteasy for school administrators, local

continued on page 5
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Foothall team stomps out of oflensive assembly

continued from page 4
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nonprofits, community groups,” said Louise
Provenzano, amarketing and strategy consultant in
the Questprogram. The message for the Hartford
teenagersis “diversity, inclusiveness, compassion.”

The Courantreported that the students’ recep-
tion to the play was less than positive:

Many settled into their seats and tried to listen to
themusical’sdialogue and glittery songs,
despite competing chatter in the back.
“Ilike that scarf!” one boy shouted at
the chess king.

The Family Institute of Connecticut
condemned the incident, and called for
aprotestofthe school’s decision, call-
ingit“‘an outrageous attack on parental
rights.”

Abillintroduced earlier this year by
Republican State Senator Kevin Witkos
would have mandated that parents be
allowed to opt out their children from
sexuality instruction in schools, how-
everitnever made itto the floor fora
vote.

“Wewill fight foritagain next year
and every yearuntil itis passed,” said
the family institute.

Afteratheincidentwasdescribed on
the LifeSiteNews website, reader re-
sponse was unanimously critical of school officials.

“This goes beyondtolerance for people with same-
sex attraction,” objected a reader identified as
Michael L.

“Thisisdemanding approval ofahomosexual act.
I'predict this will backfire in the worst way for those
responsible.”

“This is one more example of how parents can
simply nottrustthe public schools when itcomes to
teachingtheir children aboutmorality and sexuality,”
wrote areaderidentified as Sunshine.

“They knew this would offend Christian students

and their parents, but went ahead without notifying
parentsinadvance.

“This school is encouraging young people to ex-
periment with alifestyle thatis dangerous and im-
moral. I can’tbelieve such things are happening in
America. When will thisnightmare end?”

“Uh, yeah, sure, itwasjust “nervous energy’’ that

made them walk out. Whatever. Youkeep telling
thatto yourself, Mr. Chambers. There is one good
thing aboutthis story: ifsomany walked out, itmeans
those people have a conscience that still works,”
wrote Veritas.

“Doyouthink Mr. Chambers will tell his students
that life expectancy for a 20-year-old practicing
homosexual is 8 to 20 years shorter than that fornon-
homosexuals males? I would notbetonit,” wrote
AllanD.

“I'have asuggestion. Since Chambers thinks “a
release of students’ inner conflictabouthomosexu-

ality” is good, why not make a play educating the
publiconthedestructiveness ofthe LGBT lifestyle?
Thatwill sureelicitthat ‘reaction of disgust’ which he
thinksis ‘agoodsign.’ The play would be nonfiction,
too!” wrote “John John.”

“Some effortshould be made in that community to
methodically (and fairly) hold public hearings and
formtribunals,” wrote Raymond Peringer. “Runa
publicnotice in the paper, and get the
process started.

“Itmay notbe possible to actually
execute whatever judgmentisreached,
butitis importantto atleastkeep inthe
community awareness thatthe common
law ofimmemorial community standards
isafoundational legal principle, while
provocative and disruptive behavior
doesnotnecessarily have such a sta-
tus.”

“David Chambers said that he had
considered sending an opt-out letter to
parents before changinghismind,” wrote
Theresa Henderson. ”’This manis an-
otherofthose cowards so frightened by
homosexualactivistshechangedhismind
aboutinforming parents.

“Itmay come asnews to this ‘educa-
tor’ but the home is the firstand most
important phase of education. The state
hasnobusiness inthe diningrooms ofthenation. The
stateis there only to collect money for education, to
setteaching and examination standards. Sex and
family life are out of bounds forpublic school teach-
ers.”

“Iapplaud the young men that gotup and left the
show,” wrote Jacqueline. It shows courage to stand
up for whatisright.

“Instead of sitting by silently and being forced to
accept views they donot agree with, they stood up
fortheir onbeliefs and convictions.

“Real men stand with courage for whatisright.”

2-yer-old irl Kisses

compiled by the Christian Crusade staff

Dov, school calls cops

In what would seem to be political correctness gone mad, an elementary
school assistant principal called police aftera 12-year-old boy and girl were
caughtkissing onaFlorida playground.

The school administrator had called state child abuse officials first, who told
her that sixth graders exchanging their first kiss wasn’t something they would
respond to — that perhaps she would want to pursue the matter with law
enforcement. Lee County deputy sheriffs responded to
anemergency call from the Orange River Elementary
School and declined to file charges, reported Kristine
Gill for the Scripps-Howard News Service.

Was Tinkerbell trying to prevent sexual abuse in
“Peter Pan”? (Photo: Walt Disney Co.)

Sgt. Stephanie Eller of the sherift’s office told report-
ersthatdeputies informed Assistant Principal Margaret
Ann Haring thatakiss between childrenis notasex
crime.

“Thisincidentis more ofasimple assault,” Sgt. Eller
said, wryly—adding, “though by definition there would
havetobeavictim.”

Andneither 12-year-old is willing to go on record that they objected to being
kissed.

Now irked parents are accusing the school of over-reaction and taking
political correctness to abizarre new level.

Accordingtothe Naples, Fla., Daily News, two sixth-grade girlshad acrush
onasixth-gradeboy. Onthe playground during aphysical education class, they
began arguing in front of their friends about which one of them loved him the
most. According to witnesses, the boy in question was aware that he was the
objectofboth girls’ affection and basking in the attention as he climbed on the

Suddenly, one of the girls decided to prove she was his one-and-only. She
jumpedupand gave him akiss. Witnesses donotagree whether ornothe kissed
herback. However, it caused quite a sensation on the playground among their
gawking classmates—particularly the crowd of girls who had been taking inthe
romantic drama.

A teacher on playground duty reported the kiss on the monkey bars to
Assistant Principal Haring. She reportedly feared itwasa
“possible sex crime” and that school regulations required that
such an assaultbe reported. She called social workers at the
Florida Department of Children and Families. They said the
call came in on their sex-abuse hotline, butaccording to DFC
spokesperson Terri Durdaller, “It did not fit our criteria.”
Sheriff’s Deputies responded, talked with teachers and took
noaction.

Apparently stealing akiss isnotagainstthe law in Florida
—particularly among children.

Deputies “went ahead and took areport,” said Sgt. Eller.

Localreaction has been predictable.

“Whatever happened tocommon senses?”’ demanded one
parent. The incident has even made the British tabloids. Officials have declined
tonamethe 12-year-olds publicly—although every 12-year-old girl in Naples
knows exactly who the kissing couple was.

“It’s all so much foolishness — and one more reason the public is losing
confidence in the education system. A kiss between 12-year-olds, [ would say
isrelatively harmless,” parent John McDaniel told the Daily Mail‘s Paul
McDonald, who quoted another parent saying: “Principal Margaret Ann Haring
needsto be fired immediately. Itis pretty obvious sheis outoftouch and clueless.
Two little kids kissingisasex act? Whatanidiot.”

monkeibars.
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ended leaders tell Britam
to hack olf, keep Its money

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

Whetherornottolegalize lifestylesthey consider  journey.”

immoral should not be arequirement forreceiving
British foreign aid, a key African leader has told
Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron.

Offended by the implication that Ghana’s former
colonial masters in Great Britain are wiser E=
thannative Africans, Ghana’s President |
John Evans Atta Mills says Britaindoes
nothave theright to mandate Ghanaian
cultural and moral values.

Britain has threatened developing na-
tions which do not drop longstanding
prohibitions on sexual immorality with
theloss foreign aid.

“British aid should have more strings
attached. Britain is now one of the pre-
mier aid givers inthe world,” Cameron
told Australian talk show host Andrew
Marr.

“We want to see countries thatreceive our aid
adhering to proper human rights, and thatincludes
how people treat gay and lesbian people.

“Weare saying this is one of the things that will
determine our aid policy. These countries are all on
ajourney and itis up to us to help them along that

Ghanaisinsulted, says President Mills.

“I, aspresident of this nation will never initiate or
supportany attempts to legalize homosexuality in
Ghana,” he said in an official
response to Cameron— and
he’snotalone, according to
David Baklinsky for
LifeSiteNews.

“Several African countries
aremaking their stand against
Britain’s threat that they ei-
therlegalize homosexual acts
orbeexcluded from financial
aid,” writes Baklinski.

Mills wasnoticeably irked
atameeting in Perth, Austra-
lia, of countries which form
the BritishCommonwealth af-
terthe subject of sexual perversion was raised inan
internal report recommending all Commonwealth
countries end their bans on homosexual activity,
accordingto BBC.

Thenation of Malawi’s governmental spokesper-
son Patricia Kaliati told the Nyasa Times newspa-

perthatitwas “unfortunate” that Britain was consid-
ering “pro-gay strings” to aid. She noted that such
actsareillegal in Malawi.

Uganda’spresidential adviser John Nagendamade
astronger statement to BBC, saying that Ugandans
were “tired of these lectures” and should not be
treated “like children,” adding that Cameron’s “bul-
lyingmentality” was “very wrong.”

“Ugandais, ifyouremember, a sovereign state
and we are tired of being given these lectures,” he
said. “Ifthey must take their money, sobeit.”

“AfterMills’ statements,’reported Baklinski, “Tan-
zania added itselfto the growing list of African
countries saying that they will not compromise on
their culturaland moral values, evenifitmeans losing
Britain’s financial support.”

“Tanzaniawill neveraccept Cameron’s proposal
because we have ourownmoral values,” said foreign
affairs minister Bernard Membe, according to
Tanzania’s Guardian newspaper.

“Thisisnotpart of our culture and we will never
legalize it. Tanzaniais ready to end diplomatic ties
with Britainifitimposes conditions on the assistance
itprovides.”

“Weare guided by our tradition. We have families
ofamother, a father and children. What Cameron is
doing mightlead to the collapse of the Common-
wealth.”

“Zanzibar, Tanzania’s semi-autonomous archi-
pelago, hasalso come outstrongly against Britishaid
with strings attached,” reports Baklinski.

“Wehaveastrong culture thatabhors such activi-
ties, and to anyone who tells us that development
supportis linked to accepting this, we are saying
‘no,’”” Zanzibar President Ali Mohamed Shein told
journalists. “We cannot compromise. Let them cut
offaid.”

Student punished for saving perversion 1s wrong

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

A Christian high school student has been punished by his school this week for
saying hebelieves “beingahomosexual iswrong.”

Fort Worth 14-year-old Dakota Ary was sentto the principal’s office, then
spentmost ofthe day serving an in-school suspension at Western Hills High
School. Duringadiscussioninhis German class, “‘we were talkingaboutreligions
inGermany.

“I'said, ‘I’'ma Christian. I think being ahomosexual iswrong,””” Ary told Lari
Barager of KDFW News. “Itwasn’tdirected to anyone except my friend who
was sitting behind me. I guess the teacher heard me. He started yelling. He told
me he was going to write me an infraction and send me to the office.”

Anassistant principal called Ary’s mother at work.

“AtfirstI wasindisbelief. My sonis on the honorroll with great grades. [don’t
have any problems out of him,” Holly Pope said.

Afterhearing her son’s explanation of what happened, the assistant principal
reduced the in-school suspension from two days to one.

However, theboy’s mother was not satisfied with that. “He was stating an
opinion. He has arightto do that. They punished him forit,” she said.

Attorney Matt Krause joined Ary and hismom forameeting with the principal
the next. They asked for the blemish to be taken off his record as well as
assurances there would be no retaliation.

“Students don’tlose their firstamendment rights just because they go in the
schoolhouse door,” Krause said.

-year-old’s dad irked at
school’s odd ball agenda

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

A Canadian father was alarmed when his first grader broughthome a school
notice thatincluded the Toronto District School Board 201 1-12 daily planner’s
recommendations for “days of significance.”

Such days thatthe six-year-old’s family should remember, according to the
calendar, included Nov. 19°s Transgender Day of Remembrance, Dec. 1°s
World AIDS Day, Dec. 17’s International Day to End Violence Against Sex
Workers, Feb. 7°s International Day of Zero-Tolerance on Female Genital
Cutting/Mutilationand Feb. 12’s International Sexual and Reproductive Health
Day.

“It’sjustbizarre,” said the outraged dad, who took the paper out ofhis son’s
folder before the boy saw it. “He’s six. [ want him to enjoy being six.”

“Whatare those things doing in ayoung child’s school planner?” asks Joe
Warmington, writing for the Toronto Sunnewspaper. ““This boy’s parents may
haveto tackle these issues far earlier than they planned.”

“The school only goes to the fifth grade, so they arenot going to be able to say
itwas in there for the older kids either,” said the dad, who Warmington did not
identify. “Ijustdon’t getitbecause the kids in first grade canread.”

Claiming they knew nothing about it, the school board is conducting an

investigation. Spokesman Shari Schwartz-Maltz told the Sun that claims about
the planner are “not consistent” with school policy. She said the board is
contacting the school’s recently retired principal to determine what happened.

“Coulditbe narrowed downtohavingbeen accidentally placed in the planners
ofone grade school?”” asked Warmington. “This dad said he has talked to at least
one other parent who has a planner with the same information.”

Oddly enough, despite school officials’ shocked response, the “Days of
Significance calendar”is on the school board’s website.

This Toronto dad is justnot ready to explain to his first-grade son about
transgender people, prostitutes, AIDS or female genital mutilation.

So one canimagine his shock when he found these issues listed as special days
ofrecognitioninhisson’s Toronto District School Board 2011-12 daily planner.

“I'waslooking through this thing and was shocked by the kind of days they are
markingas ‘days of significance,””” he said.

The firstone thatjumped outathim, underaheadline thatsaid “equitable and
inclusive,” was Nov. 19’s Transgender Day of Remembrance.

Then came Dec. 1’s World AIDS Day, followed by Dec. 17’°s International
Dayto End Violence Against Sex Workers. There was also Feb. 7°s Interna-
tional Day of Zero-Tolerance on Female Genital Cutting/Mutilation and Feb.
12’s International Sexual and Reproductive Health Day.

“It’sjustbizarre,” said the outraged dad. “He’s six. [ wanthim to enjoy being
SIX.”

What are those things doing ina young child’s school planner? This boy’s
parents may have to tackle these issues far earlier than they planned.

Hopinghis sondidn’tnotice, the dad said he pulled the pages from the book.
“The school only goes to the fifth grade so they are not going to be able to say
itwas in there for the older kids either,” said the dad. “I justdon’t getitbecause
thekidsin first grade canread.”
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Texas, Alabania, Arizona 1onore atheists threats

continued from page 5
postin Montana, a city council in Pennsylvaniaand
afederal judgein Arizona:

Go home!

Atleast5,000 Texans showedup atapre-Christ-
mas rally supporting Henderson County officials
who have refused to comply with the group’s de-
mand thatthey remove anativity scene fromthe
Athens, Texas, courthouse lawn.

Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott said
thatifthe Wisconsin atheists sue as threatened,
his office would come to the county’s defense.
Texas’ governor, Rick Perry, also saidhe would
intervene to support the county, reported the
San Antonio Express-News.

The governor’s office “strongly supports the
right of Henderson County to display a Christ-
mas Nativity scene on public property,” said
LucyNashed, deputy press secretary for Perry’s
office. “Wehave foughtthe Freedom from Re-
ligion Foundation before and won. Our founding
principles give citizens freedom of religion, not
freedom fromreligion. Faithand freedomhelped
build this nation, and faith cannotand should not
beremoved frompubliclife.”

Lastsummer, the Wisconsinatheists attempted
toblock Perry from organizing a prayerrally at
Reliant Stadium in Houston. Thatcomplaint filed
inJulyalleging that Perry’s “initiation, organiza-
tion, promotion and participation as governor in
aprayerrally”violated theFirst Amendment was
dismissed by U.S. District Judge Gray Miller.

Lastweek the group putup abanner nextto
the Henderson County nativity scene reading,
accordingto the Express-News: “Atthe season
ofthe Winter Solstice, letreason prevail. There
areno gods, no devils, no angels, no heaven or
hell. Thereis only ournatural world. Religion is but
myth and superstition that hardens hearts and en-
slavesminds.”

A local pastor, Nathan Lorick, praised law en-
forcement officials forremovingitand said the ban-
nerinsultedbelieversand demeanedreligion, whereas
anativity scene, menorah or otherreligious displays
donotdemean people of faith, instead remind the
world of inspiring events in history.

Lorick noted thatthe Wisconsin atheists are noto-
rious forattacking small towns that “donothave the
meansto defend themselves legally” and seeking as
much publicity as possible.

The group filed a similar complaint in Ellwood
City, Pa.,lastmonth. Inordertoavoidacostly legal

battle, the borough council voted tomove the display
offthe municipal building grounds, whereithad been
erected annually foraboutahalf-century.
Surveying the crowd of 5,000 on the courthouse
supporting county officials, Lorick told Fox News,
“Weare humbled at the turnout of the crowd. We
believe that God led us to do this and so we knew He
was up to something great. This message is resonat-
inginthehearts of people all over the country. This

was areal statement to the nation that Christians are
tired of the persecution and suppression. We want
all to know that we are ready to contend for the
faith.”

“Our message to the atheists is don’t mess with
Texas and our nativity scenes or the Ten Command-
ments,” said Texas State Attorney General
Greg Abbott told Fox News. “I want the
Freedom From Religion Foundation to know
that our office has a history of defending reli-
giousdisplaysinthisstate.”

Hesaid the organizationis trying to “bully
local governmental bodies” and he said he
wanted to make sure Henderson County knows
“thereisaperson,alawyerand an organization
inthis state thathastheirback, thathasthe law,
thathas the muscle and firepower to go toe-to-
toe with these organizations thatcome fromout
of'state trying to bully governmental bodies.”

“Idohope that people across the nation will
take note and know that they too can stand up
and speak up,” Lorick said. “All I cantell you
isthatmy eyes have been opened to a large
number of people who wantto see us fight for
ourfaith.”

Meanwhile, Michael Shepard, the com-
manderof American Legion Post 108 in White-
fish, Montana, says he wishes the Wisconsin
atheists would “take care of their own business
andleaveustotally alone.”

He was irked that the Wisconsiners are
threatening tosuethe U.S. Forestry Service if
they don’t force the Whitefish chapter ofthe
Knights of Columbus to remove a statue of
Jesus thathas been on the Big Mountain ski
slopes forhalfacentury.

“They call him Big Mountain Jesus: a six-foot
statue of Christ, draped in a baby blue robe and
gazing outoverthemajestic Flathead Valley fromhis
perch along a skirun atthe Whitefish Mountain
Resortin Montana,” writes Dan Frosch in the New
York Times. “‘He has been there for more than 50
years, erected by the local Knights of Columbus
chapter in honor of the soldiers fromthe 10th Moun-
tain Division whotold of seeing similar shrines inthe

continued on page 7
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mountains of Italy during World WarI1.”

However, the Wisconsin group—whichis
becoming about as popular at the Westboro
Baptist Church, which waves obnoxious signs
atthe funerals ofslain U.S. servicemen—says
thatbecause the statue stands on Forest Ser-
vice property, itviolates the U.S. Constitution.
Ofcourse, they arereferringtothe clause inthe
First Amendment prohibiting Congress from
establishingastatereligion. Asalways, they are
ignoring the second part of the clause, which
prohibits Congress from interfering in Ameri-
cans’ free exercise of their faith.

Meanwhile, an Alabama school district de-
cidedtoignore asimilar group’s threats tosue
ifthe school’s choir sang “Silent Night” in the
annual Christmas pageant.

The group of five, six and seven-year-old
children sang the Christmas classic.

“Thenews came asareliefto students and
teachers at G.W. Trenholm Primary Schoolin
Tuscumbia,” reported Todd Starnes of Fox
News, ’after they found themselves thrustinto
the war on Christmas.”

“We’vealwayssung ‘SilentNight’ andwe’ve
never had aproblem,” Principal Janice Jack-
sontold Starnes. “We were justsurprised, very
surprised.”

Jackson said she received a letter from
Americans United forthe Separation of Church
and State asking them to drop the song.

“Wewere so surprised because we are such
asmall school and we’re a small community.
Wecan’tbelieve we were singled out for this,”
Jackson said. “I thought it was a joke but the
more I checkedintoit, [immediately called my
superintendent.”

David Cortman, senior counsel for the Alli-
ance Defense Fund offered its legal services to
theschool district free of charge inthe event the
group actually sued.

“Groupsontheleftsuchas Americans United
have been trying to bully schools across the
country all during this Christmas season,”
Cortman said. “When they tell schools itis
unconstitutional to include asong such as ‘Si-
lentNight’ in their Christmas program, they are
simply wrong not only as a matter of law but
alsoas amatter of fairness.”

Hepraised the school system for standing up
to Americans United instead of caving into
their demands.

“I'think it’s about time that not only Ameri-
cans butschools specificallystand up to these
Grinches who go on this Christmas attack
every yearyetdeny there is any war on Christ-
mas,” Cortmansaid.

The community was furuious with the out-of-
town group.

“I'think it’s sad,” parent Amy Johnson told
televisionstation WHNT in Huntsville. “Idon’t
think this is the place to make your point
politically or religiously. Christmas is about

Christian Grusade Newspaper

Jesus and that’s what the song is about.”

And in the continuing trend to ignore the
atheists’ demands, a federal judge in Phoenix,
Arizona, told the Wisconsin group that they
needed to go home and quit fussing about other
people’s business, reports Mary Kochan for
Catholic Lane.

The atheist group asked a federal judge to
force Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer to withdraw a
public declaration ofa statewide day of prayer
In written arguments, they told the judge they
were suing because they had to turn off the
televisionto avoid the topic of religion or news
announcements about the Day of Prayer.

“This made them feel like ‘outsiders,’” re-
ported Kochan.

The judge threw out their complaint, saying
the Wisconsiners had no legal standing in Ari-
zonamatters.

The judge wentontonote thatthe Wisconsin
group was not injured by the governor’s proc-
lamation, saying: “‘Plaintiffs provideaffidavits to
P cstablish they turned offthe television and al-
gl tered conversational habits toavoid the topic of
religion orthe day of prayer.

“Plaintiffs, however, donotexplain why their
alleged injury is different than injuries in other
Establishment Clause cases in which the plain-
; tiffsdidnothave standing, suchasthe President’s
£ ¥ dayofprayerproclamation.

. “Essentially, Plaintiffs seek aruling obliquely
holding that injury sufficientto confer standing
exists under the Establishment Clause where
governmentactionis covered inthe news or the
subjectofasocial conversation.

“The Courtdeclines to depart from Establish-
ment Clause case law on this ground. Plaintiffs
havenotshowninjury beyond ‘stigmatic injury’
or feelinglike an ‘outsider.’

“Gov. Brewer’s proclamations proclaim a
day of prayer, and one proclamation encour-
agesall citizens to pray for God’s blessings on
ourstate and nation,” the judge acknowledged.
“Though ‘encouraged,’ noone, including plain-
tiffs, is obligated to pray. Nor are plaintiffs
forced to alter their physical routine orbeara
monetary expense toavoid areligious symbol.”

Atbest, thejudge said, those challenging the
governor’s actions have incurred a “stigmatic
injury” or “feeling like an outsider.”

None of'that, he said, gives them theright to
sue.

Attorney Marc Victor said his clients are
weighing whether to seek review from the 9th
Circuit Courtof Appeals or fileanew lawsuitin
state court.

Inaprepared statement Gov. Brewer praised
the court, calling the lawsuit “a futile attempt to
stiflean Americanrightand tradition.”

“Citizens ofeveryrace, background and creed
havebeen comingtogetherin voluntary prayer
since ournation’s founding,” the governorsaid,
“and will continue to do so against this
organization’s bestefforts.”

LS. officials mock Poland’s Christian values

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

U.S. Embassy officials in Warsaw, Poland, under the Obama administration
complainedthat Christian doctrineisamajor source of homophobia” intheheavily
religious country, accordingtodiplomatic cablesreleased by Wikileaks.

Themessages fromthe Americanembassy in Poland’s capital, marked “‘sensitive
butunclassified,” were part of adump of over 250,000 official government
documents by the anti-secrecy website.

AnAugust2009 cable fromthe U.S. Embassy in Warsaw dated criticized church
leadersasbeing central inpromoting “‘homophobia” inthe former Soviet-controlled
country.

“Christians plays asignificantrole in the formation and propagation of anti-gay
attitudesin Polishsociety, especially inrural areas,” states the communiqué entitled
“GayrightsinPoland: longroad ahead.”

Notexplained is why the American embassy is involved inamatter of such
sensitivity withina friendlynation.

Officials did note that “the Polish Episcopate has condemned violence and
discriminationagainst gays and lesbians,”butsaid thatmessage isignored by local
prieststeaching that sexual attraction to the same genderis “adeviantcondition.”

“Moreover, the Church continues to label homosexual acts as sins and calls on
homosexuals to practice abstinence. Most Polish opponents of gay rights cite
‘Catholic values’ and ‘natural law’ to supporttheir views,’ the cable continues.

Within the United States, the same position is taken by most evangelical
denominations. Only asmall minority of*‘liberal ’mainstream churcheshave stopped
callinghomosexual practice sinful, will perform homosexual marriages or ordain
homosexual clergy.

The leaked cables noted that some Polish lawmakers are readying defenses
againstacceptanceofhomosexuality inschoolsby draftinglegislationsimilartoalaw
in Lithuania thatbans favorable depictions ofhomosexuality.

Despiteculturaland political hurdles, the American embassy appeared optimistic

thatthe ﬁairiﬁhts movementwould eventualli takeholdinPoland.
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Pretending (o he Jests
renews skeptics fal

continued from page 9

When Swindle looked athim, she immediately offered himajob. He wasn’t
aChristian. He wasn’t particularly interested in masquerading as Jesus.

“Jesus Christ didn’t mean a lot to me, but he means a whole lot to other
people,” Minerrecalls thinking. “Ifthese paintings canimpactpeople’slives, then
great, I’llbeapartofit.”

Heaccepted her offerto
pose forapainting.

Nothing couldhave pre-
pared Miner foramodeling
sessionwithSwindle. Every
productionbegins with the
artist, crew and models
praying together. Then,
Swindle explains the story
thatsheisattemptingtocap-
ture on canvas—whether it
is Jesus approaching the
women atthe empty tomb
orblessingthelittlechildren
orthevisitation ofthe Wise
Men.

The models are all posed in costume and elaborate stage settings. Then
detailed photos are taken. Swindle then retreats to her studio with the photos.
Norman Rockwell used the same technique—which is alot easier on models,
particularly small children.

Theresultoverseveral years hasbeen aseries of widely acclaimed paintings
ofJesus. However, ifyou look
atthemclosely, you’llrecognize
acertain construction worker -
-or hislookalike.

Miner saysithas been an ex-
traordinary experience—and has
changed his life. One photo
shootwasinrural Africa, where
Swindle, Miner and their crew
visited an orphanage for African
childrenwhoseparentshad died
of AIDS. Some ofthe children
have the disease as well.

The orphans froze and whis-
peredamong themselves before

approaching Miner.

One HIV-positive 12-year-old girl began to weep openly. Otherkids cried as
well. Then they all started hugging Miner and burst into song in broken English:
“Heavenly Father, youare wonderful.”

Miner gently told the children hisname was Phillipand he wasn’treally Jesus.

“Seeing the way those children reacted to me as Jesus, touched me ina way
that had notanticipated and inaway I couldn’thave imagined,” he recalls

Playing Jesus has changed hislife, he says. He’s gone from no personal interest
in Christianity to adeep recommitment ofhis faith. Henow spends about halfa
yearin Africa, building schools and orphanages for children.

He’s attending church now and a few weeks ago, a 3-year-old boy was
walking down the aisle while staring at Miner -- obviously stunned at the
resemblance. The boy ranrightintoapew.

Swindle says Miner makes a wonderful Jesus, with a fresh perspective.

“Hehasalightaround him,” she says. “Ican feel the spirit so powerfully when
Isketchhim.”

Hesitsinheroffice, lounging comfortably inan oversized chair. His legs stretch
outtodisplaya3-inchripin
hisjeans. Hishiking shoes are
encrusted withdriedmud. He
iswearing a long-sleeve T-
shirt. Sunglasses perch ontop
ofhis hair, which is all one
length and reaches to his
shoulders. He sports aneatly
trimmed beard.

Helooks the part.

“Thetruthis,” Minersays,
“that the Spiritjusttook that
opportunity to change my
heart...

“...and givemeawakeup
call.”
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Tiny “Moon Bible” expected to sell fnr $90,000

continued from page 1

withthe textof 1,245 pages shrunken down to the size of a postage stamp.

“It’s the whole King James Bible on there. It’s really cool,” says Bobby
Livingston, vice president of sales and marketing at RR Auction, whichis
handlingthesale.

This particular Bible was taken on Apollo missions three times before it
reached the lunar surface, said Livingston—firston Apollo 12, when it was
stored in the wrong part of the spaceship and orbited the moon, butdidn’tland
onit, thenontheill-fated Apollo 13, which had an explosion on board that forced
the crew to turn without landing.

The sacred text finally arrived on the moon aboard Apollo 14, reported Green:

Lunar module pilot Edgar Mitchell brought several microfilmed copies ofthe
Bible to the surface of the moon on February 5, 1971, Livingston said.

Bringing a Bible to the moon had been a dream of'a group of committed
believersinthe space program since the beginning of the Apollo mission efforts
toreach the moon, said Carol Mersch, author of “The Apostles of Apollo.”

“Through the centuries, explorers have carried the Bible across countries to
farofflands, pushing the boundaries of exploration. It was notunnatural then that
they would undertake a quest to see it carried to another celestial body.”

Apollo 1 astronaut Ed White wanted to bring the first Bible to the moon, but
died ina fire on the launch pad, Mersch said.

“After his death, fellow astronauts took up White’s quest, so that, as Apollo

January-February 2012

from a world ofbelievers,’ » Mersch told CNN

The moon Bible now underthe hammer went from Mitchell, the astronaut, to
a“well-known space collector from Texas,” Livingston said.

Heexpectsitto go forabout $50,000. One top Bible-collecting expert, Scott
Carroll, director ofthe Green Collection—one of the world’s largest collections
ofancient texts —called the moon Bible an “oddity.

“Youcould pickup a 13th-century Bible for that price, soit’satough call,”
he said. [twouldn’tmake a good piece formuseumdisplay, he said, becauseit’s
sosmall. You gazeintoitand say ‘wow,’ butyou can’tsee anything,” he said.

Butthere will be some people who want to buy it, either as an investment or
outof personal interest, Carroll said. “Of course people who may be people of
faith thatare interested in astronomy, in aecrospace exploration, it would be of
greatinterest,” he said.

Several of the Apollo astronauts were just such men, Livingston said.

“What’sreally interesting about Mitchell is he said he had an epiphany looking
outthe window” of Apollo 14, Livingston said. “It’s notjustthe death-defying
partofit. They talk of the spirituality of the moment of being on the moon, the
moment of standing on another planetary body.”

Apollo 17 commander Gene Cernan, one of the lastmen to walk on the moon,
putitstarkly, Livingston said.

“He said to me, ‘Bobby, [ know infinity exists. [’ve seenit.”

WWhy does the news media
ony trumpet bad news
About churchattendance?

continued from page 1
claimed that young adults are deserting the church indroves.

So, why is one study front-page headlines when anotheris not?

Thelatter survey really wasn’tanything new, note Rodney Stark and Byron
Johnsonwriting inthe Wall Street Journal. Nevertheless, “itmade headlines
and newscasts across the nation—even though it was a false alarm.”

Itwasn’tnews, notes the Journal, since “surveys always find that younger
peopleareless likely to attend church. Yetthis has neverresulted in the decline
ofthe churches. Itmerely reflects the fact that, having lefthome, many single
young adults choose to sleep in on Sunday mornings.

TheJournal article goes on to point out that once they marry—and especially
after they have children -- young adults’ attendance recovers. Unfortunately,
because the press tends not to publicize this small detail, many church leaders
continue unnecessarily fretting aboutregaining the lost young people.

“Insimilar fashion,” notes the Journal, “major media hailed another Barna
report thatyoung evangelicals are increasingly embracing liberal politics. But
onlyreligious periodicals carried the news thatnational surveys offerno support

forthis claim, and that younger evangelicals actually remain as conservative as
their parents.”

Giventhenational news media’s terrible track record, notes the Journal, ““it
was no surprise this month to see the prominent headlines announcing another
finding from Barna that American women arerapidly fallingaway fromreligion.
The basis for this was acomparison between a poll they conducted in 1991 and
one they conducted in January 2011.

“The reporters who ran with this story ought to have wondered why this
change wasn’tpicked up sooner ifit was going on for 20 years. Many national
surveys have been conducted during this period —in fact the Barna Group has
been doing them all along. Did the organization check to see ifits new results
were consistent with its own previous data or with the many other national
surveyswidelyavailable?”

Dreamon!

Ifthemediahad checkedits facts, reporters would have found that its findings
aboutwomen are asunfounded as previous claims about young people deserting
the church and young evangelicals becoming liberals.

Barnareported in 2010 that about 40 percent of both men and women read
the Bible duringa typical week, as female weekly Bible-reading had fallen from
50percentin 1991. By contrast, the 2007 Baylornational religion survey found
that 29 percent of men and 40 percent of women read the Bible about weekly.
The statistic for women is consistent with Barna’s reported findings, but the
findings formendiffer greatly.

“The Baylor findings were in full agreement with the results ofa 2000 Gallup
Poll finding that 29 percent of men and 43 percent of women were weekly Bible-
readers,” noted the Journal ““This, in turn, was consistent with a 1988 study by
the University of Chicago’s National Opinion Research Center, which found that
25 percentof men and 39 percent of women were weekly Bible readers.

“Ifthe Barna claim aboutamajor decline inwomen’s Bible-reading is true, it
musthave happened in the past three years.

“Thisis quite unlikely, given the remarkable stability of the statistics over the
pastseveral decades.”

Americans wanta president witha strong Christian aich

Michele Bachmann, Sarah Palin, Glenn
Beck, Rush Limbaugh, Rick Perry, Mitt
Romney, Ron Paul, Tim Pawlenty and
George Bush.

While they leave President Obama off
the list, he has talked about his faith at the
National Prayer Breakfast and issued a
National Day of Prayer proclamation, rec-
ognizingthat*‘throughoutour history, Ameri-
cans have turned to prayer for strength,
inspiration, and solidarity.”

Anotherpoll shows two-thirds of Ameri-
cans think itis important for presidential
candidates to have strongreligious beliefs,

regardless of theirreligious affiliation. Thatsurvey be opposed to a candidate with differentreligious

was conducted by the Public Religion Research  beliefs than theirown.
Institute and found justone in five Americans would

Apparently, 67 percent of Americans would be

uncomfortable with an atheist president, 64
percent would be uncomfortable with a
Muslim president, 53 percent would be un-
comfortable witha Mormon president.

However, only 29 percent would be un-
comfortable with an evangelical Christian
president, according to the poll.

Two candidates for the GOP presidential
nomination, Mitt Romney and John Hunts-
man, are Mormons. The remaining candi-
dates are Christian.

Faith has been putinthe spotlight as furor
overthe status over Mormonismin America
has emerged over the last couple of months.
Mormonism was put on the forefrontin Oc-
tober after Robert Jeffrees, a senior pastor at First
Baptist Churchin Dallas, called Mormonisma“cult.”

Romney laterresponded: “Ijustdon’tbelieve that

continued on page 13
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continued from page 7

kind of divisiveness based onuponreligionhasa
placeinthiscountry.”

Just before Texas Gov.
Rick Perry announced his
planstorun, hetold the Des
Moines Registerthathe felt
he was being “called” by
Godtoseek thepresidency.

Former Godfather’s Pizza
CEOHerman Cain, who has
since dropped out of con-
tention, made his position
on faith clear from the first.

“Idon’tknow ifI’mthe
leader thatthis nation needs
atthis particular point in our history, but I believe
God Almighty knows,” Cain told supporters ata
campaignevent.

The pollalso showed eightin 10 Americans say
creatingjobsisthe country’s main priority. Sixin 10
say cuttingdown the government’s budgetdeficitis
crucial. Most Americans do not feel politicians in
Washington know whatis best for the nation, the poll
alsoshowed.

Only 44 percent feel President Obama has ad-
equate ideas on how to create jobs, and 28 percent
said they were satisfied with his progress in the
position.

The survey was conducted on 1,505 adults from
Sept. 22 to Oct. 22.

Evenwhilealarge majority of the electorate fully
embraces the importance ofthe commander-in-
chief’s faith, atheists groups continue to denigrate

politicians—along with all religious people—who
believein God.

Atheists see the majority ofthe American people
as “less educated but
more abundant indoctri-
nated masses.”

Atheists are free to be-
lieve or disbelieve asthey
please,andnooneisfiling
lawsuitstotake away their
constitutional rights. In-
creasingly whenthey sue
tobanish faith frompublic
life, these angry atheists
arelosingincourtbecause
their interpretation of the
Constitutionis flawed, little more than an exercise in
“mental gymnastics’ attemptingtomakea ““fantasy”
godless Americainto areality,
writes Sekulow.

“Ibelieveacandidate’s faithis
very important,” writes N.T.
McQueen, author of Between Li-
ons and Lambs. “Faith is about
character. We mustremember,
as much as we use the term de-
mocracy to describe our system
of government, it’sactually are-
public. The people don’t make
decisions on how they are gov-
erned. Weelect others to do that
forus.Indoingso, itisinourbest
interests to do what we can to ensure that those
officeholders are individuals of strong character.

“That’s why it’s so easy for the legitimate debate
aboutissues in this country to be derailed by the
frequentmorality play of scandal. Affairs with staft-
ers, arrests for indecent public behaviorand aside
order of graft and corruption will always make the
headlines.

“However, there is areason for that, above and
beyond the public’s fascination with the prurientand
the lurid. Thatreasonis character.

“Thatis where I believe faith comes in. For those
individuals seeking public office who profess faith,
the conception is that they hold themselves to a
higher moral standard, one of honesty, transpar-
ency,and veracity.

“Faithisimportant foreveryone. I use the qualifier
‘professed’ faith, because ithas been my experience
thatthose who bellow about the superiority of their
chosen faith are charlatans and lack the strength of
character valued by
thevery faiththey pro-
claimthey possess.

“This can some-
times make candi-
dates wary of dis-
cussingtheir faith, but
leaders shouldnotbe
afraid of'their spiri-
tual beliefs. They
should embrace
them. They will gain
more respect as
people who hold
steadfastto their beliefs than ifthey abandon their
faith or misuse their faith for the sake of the ballot.”

Today’s girls growing up m a “moral abyss”

continued from page 1

Concern. Dr. Wright, president of Britain’s Girls Schools Association and
headmistress ofthe exclusive boarding school for girls, St Mary’s, called fora

returnto Christian ethics.

“What hope have we got of safeguarding our children’s sacred childhood if

and we, their parents have enabled this. Our girls have been sold the notion that
theultimate achievementis to be atoplessmodel, a Big Brother TV-show reject

or gyrating like alap dancer in apop music group.

“Theresultisa generation of girls who are wide-eyed and vacant with

they are knocked offtheir feet
onthe nursery slopes of life by
anavalanche ofimages and ma-
ligninfluences?”’shetold the girls
association conference. “And
make no mistake, thisis whatis
happening.

“Itistimeto takeup the draw-
bridge of the liberal dogma of
the pastwhichhasleftus withthe
moral abyss of the present.

“Ifparents can’tsee anything
wrong indressing up their chil-
drenin ‘Future Wag’ T-shirts
and letting them wear make-up,

cinched-in waists and aimless smiles. They are all attitude and
no substance. Their innocence hasbeen sweptaway like asand
drawing when the tide comes in.

“Defenders of this child abuse—for that it what itis—say that
ittakes aperversemindtosee childreninasexualized way. Oh,
getreal, already! Mostpeople know the difference between a
young girl modelling themselves on mummy and trying on her
dress and lipstick and a five year old wearing a t-shirt which
proclaims ‘so many boys, so little time’ or an eight-year-old
buyingapadded bra.

“lusedto love pretending to be my mum and would swirl
around in front ofher dressing room mirror wearing one of her
outfits, butwhat we have now isa whole new, and unwelcome,
universe.”

Cameronrecently condemned Britain’s growing “doas you

highheels and ‘mini-me’ sexy clothing, then somethingisintensely wronginour please” culture, warned ofa “slow-motion moral collapse” in the United

society,” she told conference attendees. “I truly believe thatissuessuchasthe  Kingdomand called forarevival oftraditional Christian values.

protection of childhood, of young girls and of young women, and speaking out It’s time to stand up for what isright, he told a group of Church of England

against the premature sexualisation of children, are vital.” clergy ata ceremony commemorating the 400th anniversary of the completion
Dr. Wrightalso criticized TV programs such as the X Factor, where shesaid  ofthe KingJames Version ofthe Bible. ’Put simply, fortoo long we have been

contestants were “‘encouraged to be at each other’s throats.” unwilling todistinguishright fromwrong. ‘Liveandletlive’ hastoo oftenbecome

“Qualities suchas bullying and arrogance are glamorized o
and become synonyms for ambition and drive,” she said.
“Young people look up to these so-called stars who have
themselves been catapulted into a spotlight which can be far
toomuch forthem.

“The only solutionnow for society isa wholesale return to
Christian sexual ethics and moral restraint.”

Wright’s comments followed a British governmentreport
commissioned by the Home Office which warns that children
inthe United Kingdom are being increasingly exposed to
sexual imagery —and a summit meeting at Prime Minister
David Cameron’s Downing Streetresidence which addressed
how to tackle the commercialization and sexualization of
childhood.

Cameron recently launched a government-supported

website to give parents a place to air their concerns about inappropriate

products, advertisements or services.

Indeed, acrisisis athand, writes Sonia Poulton in the Daily Mailnewspaper:
“Many young girls have low expectations of life because they have been debased

‘dowhatyouplease.
“Whetheryoulookattheriots
last summer, the financial crash
and the expenses scandal or the
on-going terrorist threat from Is-
lamist extremists around the
world, one thing is clear,” said
the Prime Minister. “Moral neu-
trality or passive tolerance just
isn’tgoingto cutitany more.”
“Inarare foray intoreligious
issues, the Prime Minister said
the values of the Bible ‘gotothe
heart’ of what it means to be
British,” reported the Press As-

sociationnews service. “‘Addressing senior clergy atan eventto mark the 400th
anniversary of the King James Bible, Cameron confessed to being only a
‘vaguely practicing’ Christian who was ‘full of doubts’ about big theological
issues. Butheinsisted: ‘“Weare a Christian country. And we shouldnotbe afraid

continued on page 14
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continued from page 1

tosayso.””
Shouldpoliticians getinvolved in matters of faith?

Yes, said the prime minister, according to Tim
Shipman writing in the Daily Mail, calling it “legiti-
mate for political leaders to say something about
religious institutions as they see them affecting our
society, not leastin the vital areas of equality and
tolerance. The Bible has helped to give Britaina set
of'values and morals which make Britain whatitis
today. Values and morals we should actively stand
up anddefend.”

He criticized the notion that by “standing up for
Christian values we somehow do down other faiths,”
or thatit was offensive to pass judgment on other
people’s behavior, reported political editor Joe
Murphy for the London Evening Standard.

“I'think these arguments are profoundly wrong,”
hesaid. “Andbeing clear on this is absolutely funda-
mental to who we are as apeople, what we stand for
and the kind of society we want to build.”

“He listed Christian values in British society as

‘responsibility, hard work, charity, compassion, hu-
mility, self-sacrifice, love, pride in working for the

communities,’”” reported Murphy. ”These are the
values we treasure. Yes, they are Christian values
and we should not be afraid to acknowledge that.

Butthey are also values that speak tous all —to
people of every faith and none. I believe we should
all stand up and defend them.”

He said faith is no guarantee that people would
lead moral live, but religious faith could inspire
people to more ethical decisions.

“Theabsence of any real accountability, or moral
code, allowed some bankers and politicians to be-
have with scantregard for the rest of society,” he
said. An ““almost fearful, passive tolerance of reli-
gious extremism” has let Islamic extremism grow
unchallenged,” he said.

Duringhis speech, Cameron hailed the King James
Bible as one of the greatest and most important
works of literature.

Pollsters say 83 percent of church-going British
voters are opposed to Prime Minister David
Cameron’s proposal to legalize same-sex marriage
inthe United Kingdom—and 57 percent are “less
likely to vote” for his party as aresult.

British website Christian Concern. as church-going
Christians represent several million votes.

The poll, commissioned by Premier Christian
Media, found that:

83% were opposed to homosexual marriage, with

75% “strongly opposed”

93% were concerned that clergy would have to
conducthomosexual marriages against their con-
sciences;

85% that the value of marriage would be further
undermined;

88% that schools would be required to teach the
equal validity of same-sex and heterosexual
relationships;and

78% that it would be harder to argue against
“othernovel types ofrelationship’’ suchas polygamy.

“Incredibly,” noted the website, ’not one single
respondent claimed that this move would make them
more disposed to vote Conservative.”

The Conservative Party has historically gotten the
majority of the Christian vote. Ifthe party were to
losemillions ofthese, it could jeopardize the party’s
chances of winning the next general election—and

common good and honouring the social obligations
we have to one another, to our families and our

“The pollresults are likely to be viewed as very
concerning by the Conservative Party,” notes the

resultin Cameron having to step down as Prime
Minister.

Pentagon retreats
from Bible ban m
military hospitals

Onedayafteran outraged Congressman denounced a Pentagonban on Bibles or
any otherreligiousliteraturein U.S. military hospital, the Obama Administration has
droppedthepolicy.

Butquestions linger. Why would unelected bureaucrats think
they canban Bibles? How did such apolicy ever getapproved?
Whoisresponsible? ;

In Texas, an ongoing battle has been waged by the Veterans
Administrationand volunteers fromthe American Legionandthe
Veterans of Foreign Wars. Officials at Houston’snational cem-
etery barred any religious ceremonies at graveside and ignored
denunciations by members of Congress as well as infuriated
families. Calls haveresounded nationwide for the firing of the
cemetery’s director—butshe hasremained in office.

Now, Congressman Steve King (R-lowa)hasdemanded that
officialsexplain whybureaucrats have prohibited family mem-
bers of wounded military troops from bringing Bibles orany
religiousreading materialsto theirloved ones.

“ThePresidentofthe United States should address thisand
should excoriatethe people who broughtaboutthispolicyand
theindividual who broughtitaboutshouldbe dismissed from
the United States Military,” said Congressman King.

Speaking fromthe floor ofthe House of Representatives,
Kingblasted an order from the commander of Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center written by Chiefof Staft
C.W.Callahan. The September 14th memo covers guide-
lines for “wounded, illand injured partnersincare.”

“Noreligiousitems (i.e. Bibles, readingmaterial, and/or
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Now the ban has been lifted.
“Theinstructionsaboutthe Biblesandreading material have beenrescinded,’ said

Sandy Dean,apublicaffairsofficer for Walter Reed. “Weappreciate Congressman
Kingbringingthistoourattention. Wedon’twantour instructionstobeambiguous.”
Kingsaid themilitary has some explainingtodo.

“Idon’tthink there’s any excuse foritand there’sno talking itaway,” he told
reporters. “The very existence of this, whetherit’s enforced or not, tells you what
kind ofamindsetisthere. Theideathatthese soldiers, sailors, airmenand Marines
thathave foughtto defend our Constitution, and thatincludes our First Amendment
rightstoreligious liberty—would be denied thatreligious liberty when theyare lying
inahospital bedrecovering fromwounds incurred while defending thatliberty isthe
mostbitterand offensive type ofanirony thatI can think of.”

Ken Klukwoski ofthe Family Research Council said the policy is more than
troubling. It would seem that bureaucrats with an agenda keep testing their
boundaries—seeing whatthey can getaway with asthey overstep their authority.

“Itflies inthe face of not only the Bill of Rights, but 200 years of federal law,”
Klukwoski.

“This currentadministration is showingunprecedented hostility towards those
practicing the Christian faith. Butbeyond that, we’ve also seen amilitantly secular
attitude of tryingto sterilize the Defense Department ofall references to faith.”

The policy “mustberescinded and the people responsible for perpetrating it
shouldbe fired,” sais Richard Land, president ofthe Southern Baptist Convention’s
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission. Herepeated Congressman King’s

demandthatwhoeverisresponsible forthe policy befired. “Itcannot
beallowedtostand. Itshowstheugly face

ofthe pseudo-tolerance of secular-

ism. They claim to be tolerant but
thisisasintolerantasyoucanbe—to
notallow woundedsoldierstohave
religiousartifacts.”

Congressman King said Ameri-

cansmust “‘takeavery strongstand.”

“Christiansare generallynicepeople
and forthatreasonthey canvictimize
the Christiansinthis country,”he said.
“Therewasareasonthat Christgaveus

the demonstration of righteous anger

whenhethrew themoney changers out
ofthetemple. Itgivesussomelicenseto
throw these kinds of people out of the
military.”

The Congressmansaid he’salarmed
byatrendhe’sseentopurge Christianity
from America’smilitary,suchasarecent
ordertoremove across froman Army

chapel innorthern Afghanistanbecauseit
violated Armyregulations.
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Aradio stationrunby Somalia’s al-Shabab Islamist group has awarded AK-
47 assaultriflesto childrenas youngas 10 who won a Koran-reciting and general

knowledge con-
test.

Andulusradio,
based near the
Somali capital of
Mogadishu, gave
students who
won top honors
in the Ramadan
competition their
ownriflesandthe
equivalent of g
$700 in Somali g
cash,according [Pl "
to Jeffrey & Tl \
Gettlemaninthe \ i N
New York Times.

The contest featured questions that
al-Shabab seemed to think every child
should know, “like which war was
Sheik Timajilic (a famous al-Shabab
warrior) killed in?” reported
Gettleman:

Withouta functioning central gov-
ernment, Somalia has some of the
lowest schooling rates in the world,
and many Somali children are more
familiar withrifles thanrulers.

Contestants in the Shabab quiz in-
cluded children from all across
Shabab-controlled areas of Somalia,

X
s
Bh

-
Py, 8

most ofthe southern third of the country.
The children competed live on air from the many radio stations
nationwide that the Shabab control.

The awards were
handed outataceremony
heldatthe Andalusradio
stationin Elasha Biyaha,
a small town near
Mogadishu, the capital.
(Andalus was the part of
Spainseized by the Ar-
absinthe Middle Ages.)

Second prize-winners
alsoreceived an AK-47
and $500. Third prize
was two hand grenades
and $400, according to
the BBC:

Al-Shabab, linked to
al-Qaeda, controls much
of southern and central
Somalia.

Four children, aged
10-17, were chosen to

represent each districtin the competition held during the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan, which ended in August.

“Youths should use one hand for education and the other fora
gunto defend Islam,” senior al-Shabab official Mukhtar Robow

Somali radio gies Kids
assault rifles, orenades

told the prize-giv-
ing ceremony in
Elasha, 12 miles
fromMogadishu.
“Al-Shababand
othermilitantIslam-
istgroupsin Soma-
liahavebecome fa-
mous for their zeal

the Times.

churchbells.

inenforcing their strictinterpre-
tation of [slamic purity,” reported

“Last year, al-
Shabab outlawed
school bellsinasouth-
ern Somaliatown af-
ter deciding thatthey
sounded toomuch like

Al-Shababhasalso
banned bras, gold
teeth, dancingandsoc-
cer,deemingthemun-
Islamic, and barred
many Western aid groups, even though Somaliais suffering froma
famine and tens of thousands of people have already starved to death.

“Another militant Somali group, Hizbul Islam, ordered radio sta-

tionstostop playing music, which forced broad-
casters to eliminate even the faintest sugges-
tion of harmonious sounds from their daily
programming,”’ reported Gettleman.

Some stations substituted the musical intro-
ductions to news broadcasts with the sounds
of'gunshots, engineroars, car horns and animal
grunts.

Somaliahas subsisted withouta functioning

| central government for two decades.
2 The country isnow fragmented into various
. zones of loose control, with Islamist groups,
clan militias, regional administrations and a
very weak, internationally supported central
governmentall battling one another.

Iran official savs churches harmng children

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

Iran’s minister of intelligence has announced that
underground Evangelical churches pose a serious
threatto the nation’s youth.

Meanwhile asenior Iranianreligious official said
Christianity is worse than Satanism.

Inelligence Minister Heydar Moslehi said the Min-
istry of Intelligence “has already started a serious

effort” to shutdown grassroots Evangelicalism in
Iran, according to reports from Mahabat News, an
advocacy group thatreports on the persecution of
Farsi-speaking Christians in Iran and neighboring
countries.

Lastyear, Iranian security authorities conducted
Christmas Day raids ofhome-based churches inan
effortto catch groups of Christians worshiping to-

gether. Hundreds of converts were arrested.

In September 2010, President Obama signed an
Executive Order that imposed sanctions on anum-
ber of Iranian officials said to be responsible for
human rights abuses involving Iran—including
Moslehi.

Speaking at the [slamic Seminary of Feizieh,
Moslehiurgedleaders, teachers and students to “get

continued on page 16
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Iran official says illegal
churches harming vouth

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff
involved in this field and guide the youth to the true
way”’— Shi’ite Islam —the official faith of Tran.

“Evangelical Christianity has seriously harmed the
regime to varying degrees through 20 satellite TV
channels, thousands of websites and tens of mission
organizations,” hetold seminarians. He said Chris-
tianity, New Agereligions and mysticismall pose
“serious threats” to Iran and blamed them for last
year’s street protests. “The footprints of this threat
are observable inrecent events and protests follow-
ing the presidential election,” he said.

The Ayatollah HadiJahangoshatold another group
thatthe danger posed by Christianity is worse “than
new age mysticismand Satanism.”

Inatalk aboutthe long-awaited Shi’ite Messiah,
the Hidden Imam, the ayatollah said that “the West
istryingtodivertouryouth by publishing and adver-
tising” false doctrines. He blasted the spreading of
“distorted Christianity’’ and charged that “Christian
satellite channels are trying to change the religious
cultureinthe Iraniansociety.”

He said that Islam does not oppose traditional

January-February 2012

Christianity. ”Islam approves Christianity in gen-
eral,” he said, but cannot permit the spread of what
herepeatedly called ““distorted Christianity’ or Evan-
gelicalism, which he said isbeing spread “among our
youth.”

Jahangosha warned about whathe called the wide-
spread distribution of Christian books for children.

“One of these children books with Christian sub-
jectshasbeenpublished in 53 million volumesandin
128 different languages and iteven can be found in
smallesttowns across Iran,” he said, perhaps refer-
ringto C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia series. He
criticized the existence of Christian symbols in books
and toys in Iran and lamented the “large volume of
cartoons and other cultural products with Christian
symbols” which he said “are being sent freely and
easily topeople. Some satellite networks have dedi-
cated 70 percent of their activities to the different
languages of the Iranian people for various children’s
programs.”

Alllranians should “feel responsibility in this mat-
terand play his or herrole in spreading of pure Islam
and to fight false and distorted cultures,” he said.

Pakistan bans celfphone textm of *Jesus™

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

two weeks after some participants held a competition to draw pictures of the

Incredulous cellphone companies in Pakistan have asked their government for - Prophet Mohammed —whichis forbiddenunderIslam. YouTube was blocked
temporarily in 2008 images from a similar competition
appeared on the site.

“clarification” ofaletter forbidding the texting of
the words “Jesus” or “Christ” as well as 1,600
other words officials deem offensive to Islam.

Companies were told to begin blocking any text
message sent from one customer to another con-
taining such forbidden words, which also include
“Satan,” “nude’ and “athlete’s foot.”

The Pakistan Telecommunications Authority told
mobile carriers they would be responsible to block
the offending words.

Thelisthas met widespread Internet criticism
and sarcasm— and the listis circulating online.
Some 1,100 ofthe words are in English, while less
than 600 are in Urdu, Pakistan’s national language.

Some pundits have recommended replacing
banned words with their corresponding numbers
onthelist—as “I hereby renounce 23 and his evil
darkness and embrace the Son of God, 46 51, as
my Lordand Savior.”

The ban may run into technical difficulties, ac-
cordingtoa Pakistan wireless executive who spoke
anonymously to the Frenchnews agency Agence
France Presse.

He worried that the strict filtering would “de-
grade the quality of network services.” He won-
dered about the consequences of important mes-
sages being blocked justbecause the sender had
inadvertantly included abanned word.

‘Itwould be a great inconvenience to our sub-
scribers iftheir SMS was notdelivered due to the
wrong choice of words,” he said.

InMay 2010, Pakistan blocked Facebook for

The Vatican in Rome and the Pakistan Episcopal

Churchhaveboth asked the governmenttoreconsider.

Do you know that Jesus
loves you and so do we?

Can we talk about it?

John Shakir Nadeem,
Secretary of the Pakistan
Episcopal Conference’s
Commission for Social
Communications said his
officewould“doallitcan
to put pressure onthe gov-
ernment to eliminate
Christ’sname fromthe list
ofbanned words.

“Weunderstand thede-
sire to protect the minds
of youngpeople by creat-
ingalistofobscene words.
Butwhy should Christ’s

name be included?
“Whatmakes itobscene?
“Banning it would be a violation of our right to

evangelize and it hurts the feeling of Christians. Ifthe
banis confirmed, it will constitute adark momentinthe

country’s history; a furtheractof discrimination against
Christians and a clear violation of the Pakistani Consti-
tution.

“Wehopethe government will make the opportune

amendments.”

A group calling itself “Bytes for All” has vowed to

fightthe order in court, saying it “violates the right to
free speech and freedom of expression.”

Libyan victors say they Il impose Islamic law

Mustafa Abdul Jalil, the chairman ofthe National
Transitional Council, has amessage for Libyans:
Fear not, Sharia law is on the way.

Inabroadcast on the Arabic cable channel al-
Jazeera, he assured a cheering crowd that the new
rulers of Libyaareneither secularnor liberal, but will
establishan Islamicrepublic.

Inthis speech delivered in Tripoli’s Martyrs’
Square, Jalil proclaimed:

“Weare seeking to establish a state government
by law and welfare—and Sharia, Islamic law, should
be the main source of law.”

“We must be united and not divided. We must

condemn hatredandenvy,” he said. AlJazeraclaims
that Jalil’s reinforcement that Sharia is going to be
instituted may be rooted in an effort to brush off
criticism, as some have dubbed Libya’snew leader-
ship asliberal and secular—charges that could hurt
leaders’ prospects of settingup a viable governing
structure.

However, he also declared that Libya would not
be an extremist state, either:

“Wewillnotacceptany extremistideology,onthe
rightorthe left.

“Weare a Muslim people, foramoderate [slam,
and will stay on thisroad.”

Agostino Miozzo, an Italian doctorand veteran of

humanitarian emergencies whois the EU’s interna-
tional crisis manager, told the British newspaper the
Guardian thatthe leaders of transitional council
were determined toresistinternational pressure and
to decide the fate of their country themselves. Ac-
cording to the Guardian:

“Tripoli seems to be moving fasttowards normal-
ity, but they need time to fight the internal political
struggle,” Agostino said, after spending more thana
week in Tripoli establishing contact with the new
rulers.

“We have no idea of the southern part of the
country. Thatwill be mostproblematic inthe coming
months. This partis totally out of control.”
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Is Eovpt ahout to
disintegrate nto
the new Pakistan?

by Sherif Melika, spreial to Christian Crusade Newspaper

Afewdaysago, I was watching apopular Egyptian talk show, Fil Midan, or
“Inthe Square.” Ithad a very interesting guest, aleader ofasalafi Islamic political
faction. He maintained a pleasantly tranquil smile and arelaxed appearance
throughout the program, wearing his typically Pakistani outerwear and hat.

Thehost, Amr Al-Leithy, was pretending to be eager to corner
him, asking tough questions, butit was obvious to me as time
wenton, thathe was notserious about laying a glove on him. It
was pretentious.

The host constantly maintained a neutral grin to all kinds of
extremeresponses from hisrevered guest. Eventhough I hadnot
seenthis “leader” before, I found out as the interview continued
thathe was a prominent Islamic figure, with his own show ona
satellite TV channel; Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Masry, a.k.a. Abou
‘Ammar, who formerly served as animam in Saudia Arabiaand
other Gulf'states mosques, and participated in an official series of
sermons at the Islamic Center in Brooklyn, NY during the
aftermath ofthe 9/11 attacks.

Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Masry was saying truly horrific things.

Forinstance, he said thatthe 9/11 attacks turned outtobe a
blessingindisguise because they drew the attention of hundreds
ofthousands of Americans toward Islam.

When some approached him for answers regarding this Mus-
limaggression, he introduced them to Islam’s holy commands,
which led to scores of conversions.

Ofcourse, he never mentioned the countless funds that were
spentto convertthose mostly inner city folk, and those in confinement, nor did
he disclose theirsource.

When it came time to discuss non-Muslims, he used the usual line that real
Muslims carry no animosities towards non-Muslims, in Egypt or abroad.

After being confronted by the show’s host about the repeated attacks,
burnings and destruction of Coptic churches, he reluctantly admitted that there
are—ofcourse—exceptions in every group but thatactions of a few should not
blemish the majority.

The Sheikh then proceeded to discuss tourism. He softly said that Egypt
should enforce a strictdress code for everyone, Egyptians and foreign tourists
alike, and prohibitall religiously forbidden actions, like drinking alcohol.

There were two reasons why he believes these measures mustbe taken.

First,based on his interpretation of shari ‘alslamiclaw,aMuslimis forbidden
fromattending to someone inappropriately attired, or from serving the banned
alcoholicdrinks.

Second, he believed that foreigners would be enticed by this modest behavior,
to ask questions about the cause behind those restrictions, and thus be intro-
ducedto Islam.

Hejovially affirmed that stricter laws will lead to more converts to “the rightful
religion.”

The host was left speechless, obviously inadmiration and not discontent.
Coincidentally, the day after this program, a large statue of Pharaoh Sesostris |
(SenusretIlI), standing in the middle of asquare in the Delta city ofal-Mansoura,
was toppled overnight. The Supreme Council of Antiquities accused salafis of

knocking down the statue, butthe Dagahlia governorsaid erosionand wind were
responsible. He added that the statue was areplicaanyway so it was not really
significant.

However, we all remember how the Taliban in Afghanistan destroyed count-
less archeological treasures—claiming they were offensive to Islam.

So, whatisnext? The Sphinx? There has actually been a call for the faces on
all Egyptian historical treasures be covered with beeswax —in obedience to strict
Islamicrules againstany depiction of human faces in art.

There have also been calls thatall nudes on the 5,000-year-old frescos in the
tombs, museums or monument, be covered with beeswax so as to prevent the
public frombeing sexually compromised.

Alarmingly though, this rapid trend towards Islamization of the society is
sweeping Egypt without any hint ofa substantial opposition.

The Supreme Council ofthe Armed Forces (SCAF), who have beenruling the
country ever since the fall of President Mubarak on February 11,2011, has
freed prominent Islamist figures fromjail and even allowed exiled extremists to
returnto the country.

SCAF appointed acommittee to change the Egyptian Constitution headed by
anovertly Islamistthinker Judge Tariq el-Bishri, and aleading Muslim Brother-
hood (MB) figure (Sobhi Saleh, Lawyer and MB leader).

SCAF authorized a popular referendum on the new temporary constitution
opposed by revolutionary and secular forces. SCAF neverblinked atthe MB’s
orsalafis’ overtpropagandathat voting ““Y es” on the referendum was the Islamic
way and voting “No” was thus non-Islamic.

When the government appointed a Christian governor in Qena, located in
Upper Egypt, the Islamists refused.

They sabotaged therailroad tracks and blocked the highways to the province
for two weeks. SCAF did nothing and the governor never took office. Even
while the current constitution forbids the formation of political parties based on
religious indoctrination, there exists today more than adozen Islamic parties, and
thousands of candidates ready to take on parliamentary elections due to start this
month.

Muslim leaders announced thatthey expect the Muslim Brotherhood towin 50
percent of the seats with an additional 30 percent of the parliamentary seats
going to a coalition of other Islamic parties. They added that an Islamic
constitution would eventually follow.

With the multiple incidents of assaults on churches openly carried out by
Islamists, SCAF timidly pleaded with the Islamists to end their aggression, even
brought their ownreligious leaders to appease them, and on only one occasion
had torebuild achurch denouveau.

Yet,noonewasever
tried or punished for this
reprehensible conduct.
Christians are being
killed all over Egyptat
analarming frequency
sincetherevolution.

There has not been
oneinvestigation carried
out that led to the in-
crimination ofany ofthe
salafiswho have openly
bragged abouttheirag-
gressionin footageavail-
ableonline.

After the latest mas-
sacre of Christians in
front of the Maspero
building, where more
that27 were killed and
250 injured, SCAF is
investigating themilitary’s involvement while vehemently denying any wrongdo-
ing.

Video shows the military taking partin this massacre, usingarmored vehicles
to crush Christians.

Intoday’s Egypt, liberal, secular and Christian political forces are being
treated with fists—recall the imprisonment of some twelve thousand protesters
aftervery shorttrials. Islamistleaders are being caressed with asofthand despite
theirdocumented violence evidenced by the destruction of church buildings and
killingof Christians.

The temporary government either fears igniting the extremists’ animosity, or
simply endorses their behavior butis too cautious to openly supportiit.

SCAF makes sure to announce after each violent incident that they support
democratic change and favor the transition of Egypt into a secular state.
However, theiractions donotsupporttheir declared intentions, whichmay imply
thatthey are wary ofthe reaction of the less senior ranks within the armed forces
themselves, or the openly declared Islamic political and popular forces in
Egyptiansociety.

Inany case, it’s only amatter of time until we find out whether the January 2 5th,
2011Revolution will bringaboutanew Egyptthatlooks more like Pakistan, with
anunbreakable alliance between the army and the Islamists in defiance of
democratic and progressive values.

Orwill Egyptbelike Turkey, where the [slamists are watched over by the army
(orwereatleastuntil recently), and there is a fairly democratic political system.

Wehopethat Egypt will be like Spain, where the removal ofan army dictator

astrongreligious background.
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Saudis demand “Mecca

times there were competing claims from Soviet laboratories

o
’, also).”
Similarly, because Arab astronomy was dominant in the late
medieval period, and Arabic atlases played a key role in the

developmentof modern astronomy, more than halfofthe brightest

stars in the sky have Arabic names.

[ o
But for some Muslims today, that’s notenough.
Butwhat wouldjustify Meccato be the replacement reference
point for the entire world?

“Thereisnow awidespread beliefamongst Muslims that one
canprove ‘scientifically’ thatMeccaisreally the true ‘centerofthe

world,”” writes Hameed.
T aCnOwW (OWT Sl aIe sy litw naiviecea, Saudl Arabia, looks incredibly like “This line ofreasoning has been heavily promoted and popularized by a
London’s Big Ben—and there’s a good reason. prominent Egyptian cleric, Sheikh Youssefal-Qaradawy, who claims that,
AnumberofMuslims are calling for Greenwich Mean Time—the standard  unlike other longitudes, Meccais in perfect alignment with the north magnetic

by which the world sets its clocks —be replaced by official Mecca time. pole.”

“This summer, the world’s largest clock began its first official duty: marking Hameed is an astronomer and assistant professor of Integrated Science &
time during Ramadan in Mecca—Islam’s holiest city,” reports Salman Hameed = Humanities at Hampshire College in Massachusetts.
writing for Religion Dispatches. ”This colossal clock bears a striking resem- Currently, he is studying the rise of Koran-based creationism in the Islamic

blanceto Big Ben, and the tower that
hosts it is six times taller than the
British landmark, making itthe sec-
ondtallestbuilding in the world, vis-
ible for 16 miles.”
Andasitbeganservice, calls from
Muslims came to for Mecca Stan-
dard Time toreplace GMT —also
called “Zulu” time by the military as
wellas astronauts inspace. GMT has
beentheworld standard for 125 years.
However, notes Hameed, some are
claimingthat GMT isanarchaic hold-
over from colonial times—and it’s
time to find a better standard.
“Surely, there is nothing special
about where the Greenwich Obser-
vatoryislocated,” says Hameed.
“Thereason that the meridianis
zero at Greenwich is because the
British figured outhow to calculate
longitude at sea first, so they got to
make a part of England the main
reference point. Names associated

with science are often, ifnotalways, symptomatic of political power of the time.

world. Asto the claims about Mecca.

“Some Arab scientists have also lent
their authority to these claims,” adds
Hameed. “For example, Abdel-Baset
al-Sayeed ofthe Egyptian National Re-
search Centre claims that Meccais a
‘zero-magnetismzone.””

“In fact, he goes onto say, ‘That’s
why if someone travels to Mecca or
livesthere, he lives longer, is healthier,
andisless affected by the earth’s grav-
ity. You getcharged with energy.’”

Such claims are open to debate,
Hameed admits.

“Meccamatters deeply to Muslims
because ofitsreligious importance,” he
writes.

“Building such an enormous clock
may make it all the more a source of
pride tothereligion ofovera
billionpeople, thoughIcanalso ~
imagine some objecting to the
presence of such alarge structure next
tothe holy grounds.

“Nevertheless, the efforts by some to seek religious legitimacy of Mecca with

“This is why many ofthe elements discovered in the 20th century—Ilike badsciencedoadisserviceto bothreligion and science, and perhaps diminish

berkelium, americium, and californium—have American names (though some-

the dignity of the very place they seek to glorify.
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Lross I churchyard {ree
vk nspires workers

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

Aslandscaper Salvador Maya sawed into a large pine tree on the lawn of
Escondido, California’s First Congregational Church, he stepped back inawe,
then spontaneously said aprayer.

Heyelled athisboss,Jim Rants. “Look atthis,” he exclaimed. “It’sacross...
something sacred!”

Rants and his crew from Star Landscaping had been called in by the staffto
cutdown the pine, which was leaning dangerously toward aneighbor’s property
—along with some other brush and small
trees.

But they did not expect what they all
saw: a stylized Greek-style cross formed
within the rings of the big old pine.

“Withitbeing on church property, you
comeacrossacross,” Rantstoldlocal TV
10News, “it’slike, I guess, divine interven-
tion, something like that.”

Within hours, word had spread. Even
the Los Angeles Times sentoutareporter.

“A tree cutdown atan Escondido, Ca-
lif., church is causing a stir among the
faithful,” wrotereporter Tony Perry. “Land-
scapers made the discovery on Monday.
One ofthe workers, Salvador Maya, was
the firstto see the image.”

“Salvadoryelled at me, ‘Look at this,
it’s a cross!” ” Rants told Perry. “So |
looked atitand thought ‘Holy moly, we’ve
gotsomethinghere.

“It’s justamazing, and to be on church

property, it’s definitely something divine.”

Soon television stations and newspapers from San Diego and Tijuana,
Mexico, and radio stations from Texas and
North Carolina, had checked in.

“It’sbeenphenomenal,” Debbie Cummings,
the church’s office manager, told the Chris-
tian Postnewspaper. “To people of faith,
it’svery comforting.”

People have called the church asking to
buy the stump, Cummings said.

Pastor Phil Corrsaid he plans to discuss
the wood cut, which is safely stored in the
church sanctuary, during his Sunday sermon
titled “The Joy of Surprise.” He also will
display thelog and talk about what the church
plans to do with it.

“People of faith have eyes to see this, but
skeptics donot,” Corrsaid.

The rest of the wood from the downed
trees is being chopped into firewood. Some
may also be handed outto any attendees who
areneeding firewood and attend Alcoholic
Anonymousand Narcotics Anonymous meet-
ings atthe church.

Judge orders NY to Ok “Choose Life” car tags

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

A panel of federal judges has ruled that New York violated the First
Amendmentrights of car owners who want their tags to declare “Choose Life.”

The U.S. 2nd Circuit Court of Appealshad already ruled in2006 thata lawsuit
between anti-abortionactivists and New York’s Department of Motor Vehicles
couldmove forward.

However, the new decision ends seven years of legal sparring.

“This court has found the sole basis for defendants’ denial of Children First
Foundation’s license plate application was viewpointdiscrimination,’ reads the
decision. “Accordingly, the court finds that defendants’ restriction was both
discrimination based on viewpointand unreasonable.

“New Y ork hasrun afoul of the First Amendment by giving the commissioner
unbridled discretion to engage in viewpoint discrimination,” the courtnoted.

Byblocking
any “Choose
Life” license
plates since New York
2002, New
Yorkisinthe
minority of
states, notes
the Children
FirstFounda-
tion‘swebsite,
“giventhata
solidmajority
of 28 other
stateshaveal-
ready ap-
proved
‘Choose Life’ plates.”

The courtordered New Y ork to approve the specialty plate, which features
achild-style crayon drawing of smiling children and the words “Choose Life”
across thebottom. The head ofthe state DMV had called the design “offensive.”

The foundation is anon-profit organization that promotes adoptionasachoice
forwomen withunwanted pregnancies ornewborns. The group firstapplied for

acustom plate through the DMV ’s specialty plate programin2001.

Like other states, New Y ork allowed vehicle owners to display specialty
license plates promoting amessage or cause.

However, DMV ’sthen-Com-
missioner Raymond P. Martinez
denied the application. He re-
ferredtoapreviousdenialin 1998
when DMYV said carowners could
not “promote or display political-
ly sensitive messages” on New
Yorklicensetags—which could
provoke “roadrage.”

The foundation, which was as-
sisted in the
lawsuit by
the Alliance
Defense
Fund, com-
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his decision « South Carolina « &
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An Open Letter from our publisher January-February 2012

DEARFRIEND:

Happy New Year! How inspired we wereby ourcover  ingnore.
story this month—which tells abouta young man who had Almost 60 years ago, my father, the late Dr. Billy
losthis faith, butnevertheless was asked by aprominent  James Hargis, founded this newspaper and began send-

to pose for her ingitout freeto whom-
as she created : - "~ ever asked for a sub-
beautiful oil scription. Theneedstill
paintings of exists. The truth must
Jesus. o beproclaimed.
Hewasn’tall So, my friend, will
thatinterested, you give this newspa-
but finally peraway?
agreed. ' = ' - By such a simple
And it has act, you can be a
changedhislife. Watchman on the
Thope youwill Wall! Andwillyouwrite
be touched by tome?
his story. Willyoutellmewhat
Andaswego you think of this edi-
to press, the tion? Whatdoyouthink
presidential pri- ofthe Wisconsin athe-
maries have istsonpage 1 whohave
begun. We’re vowedtokeep children
only weeks in Florida from pray-
away from Su- ing?
per Tuesday — Iwantto hear from
which could you!
determine who Iwillbeso grateful if
the Republican youcansendusagiftof
Party willselect $5, $10, $25, $50,
to run against $100 or whateveryou
Barack canso that we can pub-
Obama. lishaJanuary edition!
Read our Helpustowarn Amer-
main article, Hold on Tight by Liz Lemon Swindle ica!
staringon Page The need is so ur-

1, whichtellshow pollsters weretold by everyday Amer-  gent! And I cannotdo it without your help.
icansthatthey expect the President of the United States to Godblessyou!

beasolid Christian. Gowith God!
We’veendeavoredto bring you “good news” along the Billy James Hargis I,
hard news stories that so many newspapers choose to PUBLISHER AND PRESIDENT

A dad takes his child to a patriotic parade
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Peter Walks on Water by Liz Lemon Riddle
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The Nativity by Unknown Master

ReST 0N the Flignt inio £gyptny Angelo Garoselll

Adoration of the Shepherds by Giorgione
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