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Role as “Jesus
renews lapsed
believer’s 1aith

by Billy James Hargis I, publisher

You’veseenthe extraordinary paintingsof Jesus’ life. They’re
inbookstores and magazines. They’re all over the Internet.

They’rethe work of artist LizLemon Swindle. They’ve won
worldwide acclaim —even been compared to Italian master
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, whorefused topaint Jesus
with halos orholier-than-thou poses.

Swindle paints avery human Christ. But where does she get
herinspiration? Several years ago, construction worker Phillip
Miner, raised aMormon, but who had decided he didn’t want
anythingto dowith religion, was approached in abookstore by
atotal stranger, who started chatting with him as ifthey were
friends.

It seems she was one of Swindle’s assistants and she had
mistaken Miner for Swindle’slongtime Jesus model, Christo-
pher Crofts. Stunned at theresemblance, she asked ifhe would
like tovisit theartist’s studio.

He was at first skeptical, but agreed to drop by.

Thousands of Texans, including the state attorney
Themessage isthe same from an American Legion

FriendshyLizLemon Swindle continued on page 10
general and presidential candidate Gov. Rick Perry,
continued on page 8

- - Texas, Alahama, Arizona
"Stlan roups 1onore threals
cr“sa d e from Wistonsin atheists
\Washington Post: dmertcans wanta  aiStet Jousa: W
Presidentwithstrong (hristianfaith - doesmediapromtean
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compiled by the Christian Crusade staff hﬂd “ews ﬂh 0“t Ch“reh
“Atheistalert!” writes Jordan Sekulowinthe Wash-  who has“‘very strong religious beliefs.” .

ington Post. ‘ o This comes as increasingly aggressive atheist ETTINECY G2 Ll
“New statistics from the PublicReligion Research  groups continue to mock publicly anyone who be- The national news mediarecently yawned overa

Institute show that over 70 percent of Republicans  lievesin God —particularly targeting politicians—  Baylor University study which found thatthenumber
and over 50 percent of Democrats wanta president although a large majority of the electorate fully  of American atheists has remained steady at4 per-

LT EI AP centsince 1944 whilechurchmembership hasreached
anall-timehigh.

Gartoonist leavesa legacy of faithand hope
e G NG, | OV SEIIS CTONING

Ina2003 interview published in
the Baptist Standard, Keane ad-

)
mittedheenjoyed insertinghis per- Il I“ a morﬂ ah SS
sonal faithinto hisdaily commen-
tarieson life.

In oneclassic, Jeffy prays be- compiled by the Christian Crusadestaff

fore bed “Our Father who art in Girlstoday are growingup ina “moral abyss,” say
Heaven, how did you know my Dr. Helen Wright, telling an annual conference in

name?” Inanother, Dollyasks, Britainthatsheis greatly concerned by the “erosion
“Is God white, black, brown, Oftheinnocenceofchildhoodinthe21stCentury.”
yellow orred?”Mommy simply Indeed, society must wake up “’to the profound

newspaper comic, the Family Cir-
cus, passed away recently, leaving
behind ahalf-century ofdaily visits
tothe Keane family.

Therehe, his wife, now-grown
kidsand theirpets werethe mod-
els for Daddy, Mommy, Billy, Dol-
ly,Jefty, P.J., Barfy, Sam and Kitty-
cat.

The comic appears in more

than 1,500 newspapers world- """ y " answers. “Yes.” damage we haveinflicted” ontoday’s girls “due to
NP ...and not on that TV show Daddy’s ’ o . . . . "

wide. He was one of my favor-  watchin’ or Billy jumpin’ on the e e Keane told Religious News ~ creatingasociety thatis highly sexualized,” agreed

ite cartoonists—and whenI'was whatever Jeffy is mumbling or ...” Service reporter Kathi Wolfe AndreaWilliams, chiefexecutive officerof Christian

continued on page 3 continued on page 13
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Basehall pro credits God for rescue [rom kidnappers

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

“Iwasalways prayingto God,and thanks to God,
He gaveme the miracle of sending methese wonder-
ful people,” pro-
claimed Wash-
ington Nationals
baseball player
Wilson Ramos
after security
forces rescued
him fromkidnap-
pers demanding
millions of dol-
lars.

ASWATteam
ofthe Venezue-
la’s National
Guardandpolice
rescued the 24-
year-old Major
League Baseball rookie catcher two days after he

Wilson Ramos

Americannation.

“The truthis I’mstill very nervous, butthanksto
God everything turned out well,” Ramos told the
Caracas daily newspaer la Universal.

Hedescribed a gunfight between his abductors

this,” he said

and policein the mountainous region of Montalban.
Hetold the Washington Post: “There were many

completely. Itis something one cannot

wasabducted from his mother’shome inthat South ~ easily forget,” Ramostoldla Universal.
“Thisis beyond any comparison. I never

thought Iwould go throughsomething like

“MikeRizzo, general manager forthe Nationals,
wasalsohappy tohearthenews. ’Thoughdetails are

limited and we have not yet talked directly with
Wilson, we are thrilled with reports that he has been
rescued,” Rizzo said ina statement.

“We greatly appreciateall the prayersand thoughts
ofall whohave joined us in wishing for this conclu-
sionto what has been anightmarish48 hours.

“Weare eagerto see Wilson andlethimknow just

shots fired. I could not
do anything but get
underthe bed, to pray,
tocry,andthenIfelta
great relief when I

heard the police yell how many all overthe worldhave been waiting for
myname. Thatiswhen thisnews.”

Iresponded, Kidnap-

because I ping has be-

could not come an in-

even speak. creasing

“Being a threat to the

step away middle and

fromdeathis upper-class-

something es in Vene-
that changes zuela.

your life Inthe 113

games he

played dur-

inghis2011

rookie sea-

Back on the job son with the

Nationals, Ramoshada.267 batting average with
15 home runs and 52 runs batted in.

ot of 10 young Christians
can't apply therr faith to hle

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaft

Eight out often young Christian adults in Americahavenoideahowto apply
their faith to theirdaily living, reports pollster George Barna.

His finding was announced as the Barna Group released its end-of-the-year
top six trends in American faith for2011.

One ofthe most favorable discoveries by pollsters was that three-quarters of
Americanssee churchesas apositive factorin theircommunities. Only 5 percent
consider the church’s influence to be negative. However, “Americans are
struggling to determine how faith, Christianity and church fit intomodern life,”
reports Barna.

Amongothertrends:

“Forty-one percentof Americans are unable to identify who they consider to
beaninfluential Christian,” reported Barna. When surveyed about their Christian
heroes, many Americans came up blank.

“Only Billy Graham, the Pope, Barack Obama and Joel Osteen were
mentioned by more than 1 out of 50 adults as the most significant Christian
leaders,” reported Barna.

“Anotherway in which Christianity hit the mainstream radar was prominent
discussion about hell,” reported Barna. “This issue sparked somuch contro-
versy and vigorous debate in part because Americais essentially splitdown the
middle onmost issues of universalism and religious pluralism. Forexample, 43
percent of Americans said it doesn’t matter whatreligious faith you follow
becausethey all teach the same lessons; 54 percent of Americans disagree. Half
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of Americansbelieve that all people are eventually
saved or accepted by God no matter what they do,
while 40 percent disagreed.

“Withthe nation’s populationso divided, expect to
see these issues continue to stoke lively conversa-
tions,” said Barna.

Pollsters also found “a great deal of openness
among millions of Americans to overtly supporting
Christianbusiness and brands. In fact, nearly halfofall
adults (including all faith groups) said they would be
open to purchasing from a business or brand that
operates according to Christian principles.”

A consistent theme from Barna Group’s research this yearis Americans’
growing acceptance of limitations.

“Compared to the experience ofeconomic surplus ofrecent decades,” he
writes, “residents are living within aredefined American dream. For many, this
includes lowered expectations, rethinking spending habits, andrelearning sav-
ings.

“Onereason for theirmodest outlook on life is that three-quarters of adults
claimto have been personally affected by the economic downturn. Another
reason: Americans have cometo accept that the economy isnotrecovering
anytime soon. They are settling in forthe long haul. Seven outof 10 Americans
believe it will be two ormore yearsand nearly halfsay it will take three years or
longer. One out of 17 Americans now believes the economy will never fully
recover, up from one in 50 two years ago.

“One ofthe unfortunate consequences ofthese changesis areductionin
charitable giving,” writes Barna. “Three out of 10 adults havereduced their
giving tochurches and four out of 10 have downgraded their giving to non-
profits. One of the measures of generosity is tithing, or giving 10 percent or more
ofone’sincome.

The tithing indicator, too, has dropped from 7 percent to 4 percent of all
Americans. The patterns of giving and generosity suggest atough yearahead for
non-profitand church leaders.

What does it take to make church relevant?

Another key theme from Barna Group’s research in 2011 is the new
generation gap hitting the Christian community. Many oftoday’s congregations
are strugglingto remain connected with Millennials. The faith journeys ofteens
andyoung adults are often challenging formany parents and faith leaders, who
often misunderstand how and why young people become disconnected.

Barna cites six reasons that young adults leave church aswell as five common
mythsabout church dropouts.

The six reasons? According to Barna:

Reason#1—Churches seem overprotective. A few of thedefining character-
istics oftoday’s teens and young adults are theirunprecedented accessto ideas
and worldviews as well as their prodigious consumption of popular culture. As
Christians, they express the desire for their faith in Christ to connect to the world
theylivein. However, muchoftheir experience of Christianity feels stifling, fear-
based andrisk-averse. One-quarter of 18-to 29-year-olds said “Christians
demonize everything outside ofthe church” (23 percent indicated this “com-
pletely” or “mostly” describes their experience). Other perceptions in this
category include‘churchignoringthe of staying faithful to theirbeliefs andto their
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57 2 Wy “Iattended Catholic school. It was a good education— for
; the spiritual end, aswell as forits discipline. Laughter was a
part ofthe church services I attended asachild.”

Herecallshis sixth grade teacher, Sister Anne, whodidn’t
mind his caricatures featuring her. “She was a great teacher.
Instead of chastising me for drawing her in a not-too-
flattering way, she encouraged me.” When he lefther class,
Keanesaid, “Sister Anne said, ‘I hope someday to see you
drawing cartoons.’”’

Inthe summeraftermy seventh grade year, [ wrote a few
cartoonartists aboutreceivingan
original drawing fromthem.
ElmerWoggon, the
creator of Chief
Wahoo andthe Steve
Ropercartoonstrip
was a great sup-
porterofChristian
Crusadeand spent

Family Circus creator leaves =22

Youth CampinManitou

OR PJ. CHLDREN 3 AND
UNDER GET IN FREE.

11=13

Springs, Colorado.

He gaveme the addresses of
13 cartoonist friendshe knew,
including Keane. That August of 1967, Iwas atthe Summit

when one afternoon I received what wereto be my second
andthird original panels by adelivery from ourhomein
Tulsa. Onewas of Henry, alittle bald-headed boy who
neverspoke. The otherwasan original Family Circus
cartoon which had already appeared innewspapers across
the country. Itwas autographed to me by Keanehimself. It
pictured the family station wagon stopped onthe side ofthe
road, loaded down with Mommy and kids—outofgasona
familyvacation.

AsDaddy wearily trudges back to the car, afilled gas
caninhand, Billy (naturally my favorite character)leans out
theback window plaintively asking, “Why didn’tyoubring
usany milk shakes?”

Tohave received two such cartoons inone day was one
ofthe mostunforgettable momentsof my younglife.

Y earslater, the summerafter
my 11thgradeyear,Ispent
aweek inPhoenix. One ‘
afternoon, Idrove out
toaPhoenix suburb
witha friendofmine,
totheactual home

Behind the scenes, he was the upbeat master-of-ceremonies atthe National ofBil Keane-unannounced.

. : cer o . Unfortunately, hewas outoftown.
Cartoonists Society annual awards banquet for 16 years. “His fellow cartoonists However. his wife was thereand both
unfailingly described him asthe nicest ofnice guys, and startlingly funny,” fhi ; illvandJeff lavi

o ) ofhissons, Billyand Jeff, were playing

remembers Brigid Alverson for Comic Book Resources. footballin the front yard
. The UnilxlfersityofW isconsin’sat Madison’s Artist-in-Residence, Lynda His wife,upon WhO. Mommywas

arryrecalls. based, wasextremely gracious

Iwas a kid growing up in a troubled household. We didn 't andinvited us intoytfgleir
ha:{e}books lbn the‘ h}guse bu;we C.ledc{l.ave tZe dazl;zpa;;;r homeandshowedusto  “Billy better hope his guardian angel
an y remzm er picking out Family Circus before I cou thedrawingstudio didn’t get laid off.
really read. includingthearttable on

Therewas something about the life on the other side

whichall his cartoons were created.
ofthat circle that looked pretty good. For kids like me Itwasan enormoustreat forme as [ had paperback books
there was a map and a compass hidden in Family

filled with hiswork andalways ran through the Sunday news-
Circus. The parents in that comic strip really loved paper, muchto my father’s chagrin, to getto the comic section,
their children. Their home was stable. It put that image

orwhat mymother called “the funnies,” so thatI couldread my
inmy head and I kept it. I'd always heard that great art two favoritestrips, “Peanuts,”and the “Family Circus.”
will causepeople to burstinto

Godbless Bil Keaneand his family for somany years of
tears but the only time it fondmemories, good clean entertainment and sharingofhis
ever happened to me was

compiled by the Christian Crusade

thatshortly afterthe September 11,2001
attacks, hereceived mail from readers
“whoare gratified that thereis something
inthe comic pages that devotes some
space to the influence of religion and
God. No one has an explanation for the
attacks. Butmost people believe that
guidance from above will help to beat
terrorism.”

Keanebegan drawing theiconicdaily
comicin 1960, and it will continue since
his son Jeff—yes, the model for Jeffy —
took overa few years ago. Keane en-
joyed a 60-year marriage to Thelma
Keane, who at the peak ofthe comic’s
popularity was often recognized at the L
supermarket by strangers who would - e
ask “AreyouMommy from the Family Bil Keane and his kids
Circus?”

e
utear fih withreaders and cartoon fans across Americaand the
when Iwas introducedto " P NeDist i Fomures smo. world! Heprovided usall withadaily, much-needed hug!
Bil Keane’s son, Jeff. As soon as I ~ Heoncesaidhebelieved “Jesusmusthave hadasense ofhumor. Iliketo think
shook his hand I just started bawling ofHim asa guy who got people to listen to Him by leaving them laughing and

my face off because I realized I had chuckling withone another.”
climbed through the circle.
Thereligious themes expressed
inthestrip grew out ofhis family’s
experiences, Keane told Wolfe. The
childrenexpress “thereligious ques-
tions that I had as a child or that

otherchildrenhave.”
“When we say grace, do we look Foaexe}llmple, 1nlo ne,Dol}llywon-
up at Heaven, or down ders, “When people get to heaven,
at the food?" are they allowed to hug God?”

Keane realized that he had to present his message subtly—and only
occasionally, “ormy editor would say he’s notbuyingareligious strip,”
Keane told Wolfe. “It makes it more special that way.”

“Religionwas apartofourhomelifewhenlwas growingup,”’hesaid.  4.23
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Judge rules buddst
Hags OK mn class, but
not L.N. national motto

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

A federal appeals court in California has ruled that
aSan Diego-area math teacher does not have the
constitutional right to display America’s national
motto, “In God We Trust” in his classroom.

The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals sided
with the Poway Unified School Districtinacase
involvingahigh school teacher who was forced to
remove banners that men-

Theruling overturned California Federal District
Court JudgeRoger T. Benitez’s decision that said
the school districted violated Johnson’s constitu-
tional rights.

Theoverrulingjudgment said that Johnson’srole
as astate-employed math teacher wasto do as his
jobtitle conveys,notto “use his public positionasa

Johnson argued thatschool officials discriminated
against Christians by forcing him to remove the
banners, noting that other teachers were allowed to
hang Tibetan prayer flags or lyricstoaJohn Lennon
song thatreferences heaven, hell and religion, ac-
cording to the San Francisco Chronicle.

Judge Richard Tallman ofthe appeals court wrote
intherulingthatwhile Johnson
can make his views knownon
thenation’sreligioushistory be-
yond the schoolyard, itis not
appropriate forhimtodosoin
theclassroom. Johnsonhad dis-
played the approximately 7-
foot-by-2-foot banners —
which hadthe fourphrases “In
God We Trust,” “One Nation
Under God,” “God Bless
America,” and “God Shed His
Grace On Thee”—in his classroom atanother school
fornearly 20 years. But whenhe came to Westview
High School, Principal Dawn Kastner said the ban-
ners were ““apromotion of a particular viewpoint”
and ordered Johnson to take them down, reported

the Los Angeles Times.

tioned God, includingone that
displayed thenational motto.
Alowercourtpreviouslyruled
that the school district vio-
lated Bradley Johnson’s First
Amendment rights, but the
Ninth Circuitoverturned that
decision, as thejudges said
the math teacher’s banners
had nothing to dowith calcu-
lus.

Bradley Johnson, amath
teacher for Poway Unified School District, is 30
years into his career and had banners he believed
celebrated “thereligious heritage of America,” ac-
cording to the Los Angeles Times.

One Nation Under God
God Bless America
od Shed His Grace On Thee

On of Johnson’s banners

pulpit from whichto preach hisownviewsontherole
of Godin ournation’s history to the captive students
inhis mathematics classroom,” according to the
Christian Science Monitor.

”Our country hasbeen founded on ‘in God we
trust,” and that’s the principle of the United
States,” contends Blanchard. “I think we’ve
gotten away fromthat quite a bit, so weneed to
getback to center and get our focus on God.”

”’Seems to me that’skind ofunfortunate, be-
cause [ thought we all had First Amendment
rights, regardless of where we were,” Blanchard
said. “And some of the things thatare happening
inschools, as well asbills that are going around

..in our court system, we are getting a little
muddled, anditseemslike we’re trying tofit the
situation, instead ofactually standingup for what our
forefathers fought for.”

The courtis alsorequiring the math teacherto pay
the Poway Unified School District’s legal fees.

School hoar praying Silently after court ruling

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspapersta

Membersofthe Indian River School Board in Shelbyville, Delaware, bowed

pause atthe start of their meetings. Only four areadistricts—Columbia, Eastern
Lancaster County, Lampeter-Strasburgand Octorara—now pray at their public

their heads foramoment of silence at the start
ofarecent board meeting. Fordecades, they
haveprayed together before meetings.

“Thenthey madeaunanimous decision to
seek U.S. Supreme Courtreview ofthe recent
Third District Court of Appeals ruling that the
district’spolicy ofopening board meetings with
aprayer—oftena Christian one —was uncon-
stitutional,” reports Molly Murray ofthe local
News Journal newspaper:

Charles M. Bireley, the school board presi-
dent, saidthere is enough difference of opinion
among federal courts on the constitutionality of
prayer before public meetings that the issue
needsto be settled by the nation’s top court.
“Wefeelasifitneedstobe clarified,” he said.

TheU.S. District Court in Wilmington, Delaware, had ruled earlier in favor of
theschool board’s prayer policy.

Then, athree-judge panel at the court of appeals level overturned the lower
court.

The court battle over prayer at school board meetings dates back to 2004,
whena Georgetown-area preacherdelivered a prayer forthe invocation at the
Sussex Central High School graduation. Twonon-Christian families complained
toschool officials.

Now, nearby Pennsylvania school districts are following suit. Board member
Donna Wert said she “felt a void” when Penn Manor school board opened its
meeting lastmonth witha moment of silence.

Board Member Bryant Ferris said he’snot happy that Pequea Valley school
board meetings now begin withabriefperiod of quiet reflection.

It’s not the silence that bothers them, but what itrepresents —the end ofa
longstanding tradition of starting their meetings with prayer.

Theirschool boards, along with Cocalico, Pennsylvania, have abandoned the
practice of praying inresponse to the Delaware courtruling.

Fourothernearby Pennsylvania districts neither pray nor observe a silent

School hoard members

meetings each month.

School board members that recently stopped
the practice said they had little choice but to
changetoavoid potential legal problems.

“Ihateitthat we had to do this,” said Ferris,
president of the Pequea Valley board. “Our
community is a very strong, Christian-based
community andwehaveneverhadanyone ques-
tion us opening ameeting with a prayer to my
knowledge.”

But to avoid a legal challenge that could
involve expensive legal fees, the school board’s
solicitoradvised members to stop praying in
public, hesaid. “All nine board members dis-
agreed withthe decision but feltit was the right
thing todo to comply with the law.”

Wertsaid she was dismayed that another avenue forpublic expression of faith
was being eliminated.

“I gettired of seeing laws made for such asmall minority of people when I
believe that we represent our constituents” by praying, she said.

Boardpresident Rich Frerichs said the prayers wereusually general in nature
andnotassociated with aparticularreligion.

Hesaid the Penn Manorboard wanted to continue the tradition but felt it had
to follow theletter ofthe law and comply with the Delaware courtruling, which
hasbeen appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Now, Cocalico school board members are meeting privately to pray before
convening theirboard meetings, ending a public prayer tradition that goes back
atleast 30 years.

“Toreflectourowndesire to ask the Lord’s blessing, we decided we would
have ourown prayer in private,” Kevin Eshleman, board vice president, said.

Eshlemansaid heunderstands the district “hasto be and wantsto be” open to
people ofall faiths and backgrounds, but he believes “the majority of our
community would be contentand even glad that we asked His blessings at our
meetings.”
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Tennessee foothall coaches
told not to bow their heads

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

The football coaches at Westmoreland Middle
Schoolin Sumner County, Tenn., got into trouble for
bowing theirheads during a student-led prayer be-
fore arecent game.

Accordingto local NBC affiliate WSMV, the
unnamed coaches didn’tsay anything aloud them-
selves, butbowed theirheads respectfully in obser-
vance alongside the students.

Word got back to the principal and the school
district, which found the coaches’ participationto be
anuncomfortablemix of
religion and public
school.

“We’vebeen telling
ourprincipals tokind of
be looking for those
things, because thatis
kind of a shift in how
thingshavebeendone,”
district spokesman Jer-
emy Johnson told
WSMV. “It can in no
way appear likeit’s en-
dorsed by Sumner
County Schools person-
nel.”

Whenasked whether
bowing one’shead was
considered “endorsing,
Johnson said it “de-
pendswhatitlookslike.”

The district, it seems,
is wary of legal prob-
lems afterthe American

Civil Liberties Unionsued the district for violating the
separation of church andstate, saying teachers led
studentsin Bible studies, invited a pastor to come
speak to students during lunch and at least one
instructor displayeda 10-inchcrossinaclassroom.

When asked whether bowing one’s head was
considered “endorsing,* Johnson said it ’depends
whatitlooks like.

“That‘s where youkind of getinto the gray area
that we’rehaving todeal with.”

Players at prayer

Christian Crusade Newspaper

Actually the coaches were notreprimanded.
stead, they were required to sign letters indicating
theyunderstood the school’s policy, which prohibits
stafffrom appearing to participateinastudent prayer
inany way, evenifittakes placeafter hours/

Butlongtimereferee andlocal resident Tony Bentle
saysword oftheincident “blew my mind.

“We’re justrespectful, God-fearing people up
here. Nobody in thistownis offended if you pray.
Nobody.”

Further violations of the policy could lead to
disciplinary action for the coaches—as the school
walks on eggshells to avoid further difficulties with
the ACLU.

“That’sa violation of theirrights. We should be
able tobow ourheads inreverence to God, wher-
everweare,” Bentle toldthe TV station. “It’stime
wedraw aline inthe sand and say, you know, this is
ridiculous.”

Sumner County school officials also sent guide-
linestostaffmembersinadvanceofthisyear’s“See
YouAtthePole” prayer event in which Christian
teenagers around the nation gather around campus
flagpoles before class topray for
theirschools, the nationand each
other.

Teachershave notbeenbanned
from praying, butifthey do—it
must be done out of sight and
earshotof students.

“Totell the teachersthat they
cannot attend ‘See You At The
Pole,” which occursbefore school
hours, just doesn’t seem to be
constitutional,” David Landrith,
pastorof Long Hollow Baptist
Church, wrote on his blog.

“This is the United States of
America.”

“Youcan’tban people from
practicing their faith in the mar-
ketplace—whetherit’sa Muslim,
Buddhist, ora Christian. Chris-
tianity should not be favored over
otherreligions.

“However, Christians should
havethesamerightsaseveryone
else.”

Foothall team stomps out of ollensive assembly

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

Members of the football team stomped out ofa
Hartford, Connecticut, high school assemblywhena
pro-homosexual advocacy play featured two boys
kissingonstage.

When the actors locked lips, reports
Vanessade la Torre for the Hartford
Courantnewspaper, “‘apiercing clamor
rang through the auditorium.

“There werescreams and loud voices
and a bit of feigned or real disgust.
Dozens of students, mostly maleand a
few in their Owls football jerseys, hur-
riedout of their rows and walked out. A
few jumped overseatsto leave.”

Principal David Chambers said the
students had heard ahead oftime that
there might be same-sex affectioninthe
play. Some asked to beexcused. Cham-
bers considered sending an opt-out let-
ter to parents but decided against it.

Inhis opinion, he told the Courant,
the high schoolersneed to develop a
“sense of empathy toward gays and
lesbians.”

“Ourkids arenot there yet,” Chambers told the
newspaper.

Teachers, administrators and a football coach had
to keep the teens who walked out from leaving the
schoolbuilding.

“Eventhoughit’skind ofchaotic, kind of wildand

crazy, I seeitasvery successful,” Chambers said.
“Ourkidsnever deal with this, they keep it inside,
and that’s that nervous energy. That’s why they
walkedout.”

Itapparently didnot occur to him that some of the

Actors accuse foothall captain i

kidshadmoral issues with the scene—believing that
glorifying same-genderromance is wrong. Cham-
bers’ intent was to wear down the students sense of
disgustand discomfort with viewing homosexuality
onstage.

Before the afternoon was over, Chambers had at
least one angry Christian parent in the Hartford

Public High School main office, furious that the
school would promote something that their family did
not condone. Otherparents took their students out of
school early. Anotherschool official, Adam Johnson,
“said his office phone wasringing. A lot,” reported
the Courant.

The homosexual kiss was partofa
musical called““Zanna, Don’t!”about a
reverse world in which heterosexual
people are outcasts and the most popu-
larboyin school is the flamboyant ho-
mosexual starofthe chess team. Atone
pointintheplay, he admits toliking the
football captain, who admitstobeinga
“closetheterosexual.”

The play was brought to the school
by members of Leadership Greater
Hartford’s Quest, “a program for pro-
fessionalsthat developsleadershipskills,
put forth ‘Zanna’ as an anti-bullying
community service project that helps
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
questioning youth,” reported the Cou-
rant. “Inapartnership with the non-
profit True Colors, one Quest teamraised $10,000
to show the musical three times at Hartford High this
month. The Knox Foundationand the Samuel Roskin
Trust atthe Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
gave sponsorship money.”

“It’snot an easy subject to approach, sowe’re
tryingtomakeit easy forschool administrators, local

continued on page 5
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Foothall team stomps out of ollensive assembly

continued from page 4

non-profits, community groups,” said Louise
Provenzano,amarketing and strategy consultant in
the Quest program. The message for the Hartford
teenagersis “diversity, inclusiveness, compassion.”

The Courant reported that the students’ recep-
tion to the play was less than positive:

Many settled into their seats and tried to listen to
themusical’sdialogue and glittery songs,
despite competing chatter in the back.
“I'likethat scarf!” one boy shouted at
thechessking.

The Family Institute of Connecticut
condemned theincident, and called for
aprotest ofthe school’s decision, call-
ing it ““an outrageous attack on parental
rights.”

Abillintroduced earlier this year by
Republican State Senator Kevin Witkos
would have mandated that parents be
allowedto optout their children from
sexuality instruction in schools, how-
everitnever madeittothe floor fora
vote.

“Wewill fight forit againnext year
and every year until it is passed,” said
thefamily institute.

Afteratheincident wasdescribed on
the LifeSiteNews website, reader re-
sponse was unanimously critical of school officials.

“This goes beyond tolerance for people with same-
sex attraction,” objected a reader identified as
Michael L.

“Thisisdemandingapproval ofahomosexual act.
Ipredict this will backfire in the worst way for those
responsible.”

“This is one more example of how parents can
simply not trust the public schools when it comes to
teachingtheir childrenabout morality and sexuality,”
wrote areaderidentified as Sunshine.

“They knew this would offend Christian students

and their parents, but went ahead without notifying
parentsinadvance.

“This schoolis encouraging young people to ex-
perimentwith alifestyle thatis dangerous and im-
moral.Ican’tbelieve such things arehappening in
America. Whenwill thisnightmareend?”

“Uh, yeah, sure, it wasjust “nervous energy’’ that

Dancelinein offe;lsive musical -

made them walk out. Whatever. Youkeep telling
that to yourself, Mr. Chambers. There is one good
thing aboutthisstory: ifsomanywalked out, it means
those people have aconscience that still works,”
wrote Veritas.

“Doyou think Mr. Chambers will tell his students
thatlife expectancy fora 20-year-old practicing
homosexual is 8to 20 years shorter than that for non-
homosexualsmales? Iwould notbet onit,” wrote
AllanD.

“I haveasuggestion. Since Chambers thinks “a
release of students’ inner conflictabout homosexu-

ality” is good, why not make a play educating the
public onthe destructiveness ofthe LGBT lifestyle?
Thatwill sureelicitthat ‘reactionofdisgust’ whichhe
thinksis ‘agoodsign.’ Theplay would be nonfiction,
too!” wrote “John John.”

“Some effort shouldbe madein that community to
methodically (and fairly) hold public hearings and
formtribunals,” wrote Raymond Peringer. “Run a
public notice in the paper, and get the
process started.

“Itmay notbe possibleto actually
execute whatever judgmentisreached,
butitis importantto atleastkeepinthe
community awareness thatthe common
law ofimmemorial community standards
isafoundational legal principle, while
provocative and disruptive behavior
doesnotnecessarily have such a sta-
tus.”

“David Chambers said that he had
considered sending an opt-out letter to
parents beforechanginghismind,” wrote
Theresa Henderson. ’This man is an-
otherofthose cowards so frightened by
homosexual activistshechangedhismind
aboutinforming parents.

“Itmay come asnews to this ‘educa-
tor’ but the home is the first and most
important phase ofeducation. The state
hasnobusinessinthediningroomsofthenation. The
state isthere only to collectmoney for education, to
setteaching and examination standards. Sex and
family life are out of bounds for public school teach-
ers.”

“lapplaud the young menthat gotup and left the
show,” wrote Jacqueline. It shows courage to stand
up for whatisright.

“Instead of sitting by silently and being forced to
accept views they donot agree with, they stood up
fortheironbeliefsand convictions.

“Real men stand with courage for whatisright.”

2-year-old girl Kisses hov, school calls cops

compiled by the Christian Crusadestaff

In what would seem to be political correctness gone mad, an elementary
school assistant principal called police aftera 12-year-old boy and girl were
caughtkissingon aFloridaplayground.

The school administratorhad called state child abuse officials first, who told
her that sixth graders exchanging their first kiss wasn’t something they would
respond to — that perhaps she would want to pursue the matter with law
enforcement. Lee County deputy sheriffsresponded to
anemergency call from the Orange River Elementary
School and declined to file charges, reported Kristine
Gill forthe Scripps-Howard News Service.

Sgt. Stephanie Ellerofthe sheriff’s office told report-
ersthat deputies informed Assistant Principal Margaret
AnnHaring thatakiss between childrenis notasex
crime.

“Thisincidentis moreofasimple assault,” Sgt. Eller
said, wryly—adding, “though by definition there would
havetobeavictim.”

Andneither 12-year-old iswilling togo onrecord that
they objected to beingkissed.

Now irked parents are accusing the school ofoverreaction and taking political
correctness to abizarrenew level.

Accordingtothe Naples, Fla., Daily News, two sixth-grade girlshad a crush
onasixth-gradeboy. Onthe playground during aphysical educationclass, they
beganarguing in front of their friends about which one ofthem loved him the
most. According to witnesses, the boy in question was aware that he was the
objectofboth girls’ affection and basking in the attention as he climbed on the
monkey bars.

Suddenly, one of the girls decided to prove she was his one-and-only. She

' . A\
Another famous “first kiss” attempt

her back. However, it caused quite a sensation on the playground among their
gawking classmates—particularly the crowd of girls who had been takingin the
romantic drama.

A teacher on playground duty reported the kiss on the monkey bars to
Assistant Principal Haring. She reportedly fearedit wasa “possible sex crime”
andthat school regulations required that such an assaultbereported. She called
social workers at the Florida Department of Children and
Families. They saidthe call came in on their sex-abuse hotline,
butaccording to DFC spokesperson Terri Durdaller, “It did
not fitourcriteria.” Sheriff’s Deputies responded, talked with
teachers and took no action.

Apparently stealing akissisnot against the law in Florida
—particularlyamong children.

Deputies “wentahead and took areport,” said Sgt. Eller.

Localreaction hasbeen predictable.

“Whateverhappened tocommon senses?” demanded one
N parent. The incident has even made the British tabloids.
Officialshave declined to namethe 12-year-olds publicly —
althoughevery 12-year-old girl inNaples knows exactly who
the kissingcouple was.

“It’s all so much foolishness—and one more reason the publicis losing
confidence inthe education system. A kissbetween 12-year-olds, [would say
isrelatively harmless,” parent John McDaniel told the Daily Mail‘s Paul
McDonald, who quoted another parent saying: “Principal Margaret Ann Haring
needs to be firedimmediately. Itis pretty obvious sheis outoftouch and clueless.
Twolittlekidskissingisasexact? Whatanidiot.”

I'umied uﬁ and ﬁave him akiss. Witnesses donot aﬁree whetherornothe kissed
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ended leaders tell Britam
to back off, keep 1ts money

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staft

Whetherornottolegalize lifestylesthey consider  joumney.”

immoral should not be arequirement for receiving
British foreign aid, a key African leader has told
Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron.

Offended by the implication that Ghana’s former
colonialmastersinGreat Britainare wiser
thannative Africans, Ghana’s President
John Evans Atta Mills says Britain does
not have the right to mandate Ghanaian
cultural and moral values.

Britain has threatened developing na-
tions which do notdrop longstanding
prohibitions on sexual immorality with
the loss foreign aid.

“British aid should have more strings
attached. Britainis now one ofthe pre-
mieraid givers inthe world,” Cameron
told Australian talk show host Andrew
Marr.

“We want to see countries that receive our aid
adhering to proper humanrights, and thatincludes
how peopletreat gay and lesbian people.

“We are saying this is one ofthe things that will
determine our aid policy. These countries are all on
ajourney anditisup tousto help them along that

Ghanaisinsulted, says President Mills.

“I, aspresident of this nation will never initiate or
support any attempts to legalize homosexuality in
Ghana,” hesaid inan official
response to Cameron — and
he’snotalone,according to
David Baklinsky for
LifeSiteNews.

“Several African countries
aremaking theirstand against
Britain’s threat that they ei-
therlegalizehomosexual acts
orbe excluded from financial
aid,” writes Baklinski.

Mills wasnoticeably irked
atameetinginPerth, Austra-
lia, of countries which form
the BritishCommonwealth af-
ter the subject of sexual perversion was raised in an
internal reportrecommending all Commonwealth
countries end their bans on homosexual activity,
accordingto BBC.

Thenation of Malawi’s governmental spokesper-
son Patricia Kaliati told the Nyasa Times newspa-

perthatitwas “unfortunate’ that Britain was consid-
ering “pro-gay strings” to aid. She noted that such
actsareillegal in Malawi.

Uganda’s presidential adviser John Nagendamade
astronger statement to BBC, saying that Ugandans
were “tired of these lectures” and should not be
treated ““like children,” adding that Cameron’s “bul-
lyingmentality”’ was ‘““very wrong.”

“Ugandais, if youremember, asovereign state
and we are tired of being given these lectures,” he
said. “Ifthey musttake theirmoney, sobeit.”

“After Mills’statements,” reported Baklinski, “Tan-
zania added itselfto the growing list of African
countries saying that they will not compromise on
their culturaland moral values, evenifitmeans losing
Britain’s financial support.”

“Tanzania will never accept Cameron’s proposal
becausewehaveourownmoral values,” said foreign
affairs minister Bernard Membe, according to
Tanzania’s Guardiannewspaper.

“Thisisnotpart of our culture and we will never
legalizeit. Tanzaniais ready to end diplomatic ties
with Britainifitimposesconditions on the assistance
itprovides.”

“Weare guided by ourtradition. We have families
ofamother, a fatherand children. What Cameron is
doing mightlead to the collapse ofthe Common-
wealth.”

“Zanzibar, Tanzania’s semi-autonomous archi-
pelago, hasalso come out strongly against Britishaid
with strings attached,” reports Baklinski.

“Wehaveastrong culture that abhorssuch activi-
ties, and toanyone who tells us that development
supportis linked to accepting this, we are saying
‘no,””’ Zanzibar President Ali Mohamed Shein told
journalists. “We cannot compromise. Let them cut
offaid.”

Student punished for saving perversion 1s wrong

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

A Christian high school student has been punished by his school this week for
saying hebelieves “beinga homosexual iswrong.”

Fort Worth 14-year-old Dakota Ary was sent to the principal’s office, then
spentmost ofthe day serving an in-school suspension at Western Hills High
School. Duringadiscussioninhis Germanclass, “wewere talking about religions
inGermany.

“I'said, ‘I’'maChristian. I thinkbeingahomosexual iswrong,”” Arytold Lari
Baragerof KDFW News. “Itwasn’tdirected to anyone except my friend who
wassitting behind me. I guess theteacher heard me. He started yelling. He told
me he was going to write me an infraction and send me to the office.”

Anassistant principal called Ary’s motherat work.

“Atfirstlwasindisbelief. My sonis onthe honorroll with great grades. Idon’t
haveany problems out ofhim,” Holly Pope said.

Afterhearing herson’s explanation of what happened, the assistant principal
reduced the in-school suspension from two daysto one.

However, the boy’s mother was not satisfied with that. “He was stating an
opinion. He hasarightto do that. They punished him for it,” she said.

Attorney Matt Krause joined Ary and hismom forameeting withthe principal
the next. They asked for the blemish to be taken off his record as well as
assurances there would be noretaliation.

“Students don’t lose their firstamendment rights just because they goin the
schoolhouse door,” Krause said.

-year-old’s dad irked at
school’s odd bhall agenda

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

A Canadian father was alarmed when his first grader brought home a school
noticethatincludedthe Toronto District School Board 2011-12 daily planner’s
recommendations for “days of significance.”

Suchdaysthatthe six-year-old’s family should remember, according to the
calendar, included Nov. 19’s Transgender Day of Remembrance, Dec. 1’s
World AIDS Day, Dec. 17’s International Day to End Violence Against Sex
Workers, Feb. 7’s International Day of Zero-Tolerance on Female Genital
Cutting/Mutilationand Feb. 12’s International Sexual and Reproductive Health
Day.

“It’sjust bizarre,” said the outraged dad, who took the paper out ofhis son’s
folderbefore the boy saw it. “He’s six. [want him to enjoy being six.”

“What are those things doing in ayoung child’s school planner?” asks Joe
Warmington, writing for the Toronto Sunnewspaper. “Thisboy’s parents may
have totackle these issues farearlier than they planned.”

“Theschool only goes to the fifth grade, so they are not going tobe able to say
it wasin there for the olderkids either,” said the dad, who Warmington did not
identify. “Ijustdon’t getit because the kids in first grade can read.”

Claiming they knew nothing about it, the school board is conducting an

investigation. Spokesman Shari Schwartz-Maltz told the Sun that claims about
the planner are “not consistent” with school policy. She said the board is
contacting the school’s recently retired principal to determine what happened.

“Coulditbenarrowed downtohavingbeen accidentally placed in the planners
ofone gradeschool?” asked Warmington. “Thisdad said he hastalked toat least
one other parent who hasa plannerwith the same information.”

Oddly enough, despite school officials’ shocked response, the “Days of
Significance calendar”is onthe school board’s website.

This Toronto dad isjust not ready to explain to his first-grade son about
transgender people, prostitutes, AIDS or female genital mutilation.

Soone canimagine his shock when he found these issues listed asspecial days
ofrecognitionin hisson’s Toronto District School Board 2011-12 daily planner.

“I'waslooking through this thingand was shocked by the kind of days they are
markingas ‘days ofsignificance,”” he said.

The firstone that jumped out athim, undera headline that said “equitable and
inclusive,” was Nov. 19’s Transgender Day of Remembrance.

Then cameDec. 1’s World AIDS Day, followedby Dec. 17’s International
Dayto End Violence Against Sex Workers. There was also Feb. 7’s Interna-
tional Day of Zero-Tolerance on Female Genital Cutting/Mutilationand Feb.
12’s International Sexual and Reproductive Health Day.

“It’sjust bizarre,” said the outraged dad. “He’s six. I want him to enjoy being
six.”

Whatare those things doingin ayoung child’s school planner? This boy’s
parents may have to tackle these issues far earlier than they planned.

Hopinghis sondidn’tnotice, the dad said he pulled the pages from the book.
“The school only goes to the fifth gradeso they are not going to be able to say
itwasinthere for the olderkids either,” said the dad. “Tjustdon’t get it because
thekids in first gradecanread.”
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Texas, Alabama, Arizona ionore atheists threats

continued from page 1
postin Montana, a city council in Pennsylvaniaand
afederal judgein Arizona:

Go home!

Atleast 5,000 Texans showedup ata pre-Christ-
mas rally supporting Henderson County officials
who have refused to comply with the group’s de-
mand that they remove anativity scene from the
Athens, Texas, courthouse lawn.

Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott said
that ifthe Wisconsin atheists sue as threatened,
his office would come to the county’s defense.
Texas’ governor, Rick Perry, also saidhe would
intervene to support the county, reported the
San Antonio Express-News.

The governor’s office “strongly supports the
right of Henderson County to display a Christ-
mas Nativity scene on public property,” said
LucyNashed, deputy press secretary for Perry’s
office. “Wehave foughtthe Freedom from Re-
ligionFoundation beforeand won. Our founding
principles give citizens freedom ofreligion, not
freedom fromreligion. Faith and freedom helped
build thisnation, and faith cannot and should not
beremoved from publiclife.”

Lastsummer,the Wisconsinatheists attempted
toblock Perry from organizing a prayerrally at
Reliant Stadium in Houston. Thatcomplaint filed
inJuly allegingthat Perry’s “initiation, organiza-
tion, promotion and participation as governorin
aprayerrally” violated the First Amendment
was dismissed by U.S. District Judge Gray
Miller.

Lastweek the group put up a bannernext to
the Henderson County nativity scene reading,
according tothe Express-News: “Atthe season
ofthe Winter Solstice, letreason prevail. There
areno gods,no devils, no angels, noheavenorhell.
Thereisonly ournatural world. Religion isbut myth
and superstition that hardens hearts and enslaves
minds.”

A local pastor, Nathan Lorick, praised law en-
forcement officials forremoving itand said the ban-
nerinsultedbelieversand demeanedreligion, whereas
anativity scene, menorah orotherreligious displays
donot demean people of faith, instead remind the

world ofinspiring eventsin history.

Lorick notedthat the Wisconsin atheists are noto-
rious forattacking small towns that “donothave the
means to defend themselves legally” and seeking as
much publicity aspossible.

The group filed asimilar complaintin Ellwood

Governor Rick Perry

City, Pa., lastmonth. Inordertoavoid acostly legal
battle, the borough council votedtomovethedisplay
offthe municipal building grounds, whereithad been
erected annually for about a half-century.
Surveying the crowd of'5,000 on the courthouse
supporting county officials, Lorick told Fox News,
“We are humbled at the turnout of the crowd. We
believethat Godledusto dothisandso weknew He
wasup to something great. This message is resonat-

inginthe hearts of people all over the country. This
wasareal statement to the nation that Christians are
tired of the persecution and suppression. We want
all to know that we are ready to contend for the
faith.”

“Ourmessage tothe atheistsis don’t mess with
Texasand ournativity scenes orthe Ten Com-
mandments,” said Texas State Attorney Gen-
eral Greg Abbotttold Fox News. “I want the
Freedom From Religion Foundationto know
that our office has ahistory of defending reli-
giousdisplaysinthisstate.”

He said the organizationis tryingto “bully
local governmental bodies™ and he said he
wanted to make sure Henderson County knows
“thereis aperson, alawyerandan organization
inthis statethat hastheirback, that has the law,
thathas themuscle and firepowerto go toe-to-
toe withthese organizations that come from out
of'state tryingto bully governmental bodies.”

“Ido hope that people across the nation will
take note and know that they too can stand up
and speak up,” Loricksaid. “All I cantell you
isthatmy eyes have been openedto alarge
number of people who want to see us fight for
our faith.”

Meanwhile, Michael Shepard, the com-
mander of American LegionPost 108in White-
fish, Montana, says he wishes the Wisconsin
atheists would “take care of theirownbusiness
andleaveustotally alone.”

He was irked that the Wisconsiners are
threatening tosue the U.S. Forestry Service if
they don’t force the Whitefish chapter ofthe
Knights of Columbus to remove a statue of
Jesus that has been on the Big Mountain ski
slopes for halfacentury.

“They call him Big Mountain Jesus: a six-foot
statue of Christ, draped in a baby blue robe and
gazingout overthe majestic Flathead Valley from his
perch along a skirun at the Whitefish Mountain
Resortin Montana,” writes Dan Frosch in the New
York Times. “He has been there for more than 50
years, erected by the local Knights of Columbus
chapterinhonor ofthe soldiers from the 10th Moun-

continued on page 9
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tain Divisionwho told of seeing similar shrines
inthe mountains of Italy during World WarIl.”

However, the Wisconsin group—which s
becoming about as popular at the Westboro
Baptist Church, which waves obnoxious signs
atthe funeralsofslain U.S. servicemen—says
that because the statue stands on Forest Ser-
viceproperty, itviolatesthe U.S. Constitution.
Ofcourse, they arereferring to the clause inthe
First Amendment prohibiting Congress from
establishingastatereligion. Asalways, they are
ignoring the second part of the clause, which
prohibits Congress from interfering in Ameri-
cans’ freeexercise oftheir faith.

Meanwhile, an Alabama school district de-
cidedtoignoreasimilar group’s threatsto sue
ifthe school’s choir sang “Silent Night”in the
annual Christmas pageant.

The group of five, six and seven-year-old
childrensang the Christmas classic.

“Thenews came as areliefto students and
teachers at G.W. Trenholm Primary School in
Tuscumbia,” reported Todd Starnes of Fox
News, "after they found themselves thrustinto
the waron Christmas.”

“We’vealways sung ‘Silent Night’and we’ve
never had aproblem,” Principal Janice Jack-
sontold Starnes. “Wewere justsurprised, very
surprised.”

Jackson said she received a letter from
Americans United forthe Separation of Church
and State asking them to drop the song.

“Wewere so surprised because we are such
asmall school andwe’re asmall community.
Wecan’tbelieve we were singled out for this,”
Jackson said. “I thought it was a joke but the
morel checkedintoit, [ immediately called my
superintendent.”

David Cortman, senior counsel forthe Alli-
ance Defense Fund offered its legal services to
theschooldistrict freeof chargein theeventthe
group actually sued.

“Groups ontheleftsuch as Americans United
have been trying to bully schools across the
country all during this Christmas season,”
Cortman said. “When they tell schoolsitis
unconstitutional toinclude asong suchas “Si-
lentNight’ intheir Christmas program, they are
simply wrong not only as amatter of law but
also asamatter of fairness.”

He praisedthe school system forstanding up
to Americans United instead of caving in to
their demands.

“Ithink it’s about time that not only Ameri-
cans butschools specifically stand up to these
Grinches who go on this Christmas attack
every yearyetdenythere is any waron Christ-
mas,” Cortman said.

The community was furious with the out-of-
town group.

“I'thinkit’s sad,” parent Amy Johnson told
televisionstation WHNT in Huntsville.“TIdon’t
think this is the place to make your point g . -

ttorney David Cortman
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T politicallyorreligiously. Christmasisabout Jesus
A : | andthat’s whatthe songis about.”

' | ' And in the continuing trend to ignore the
atheists’ demands, a federal judge in Phoenix,
Arizona, told the Wisconsin group that they
neededto gohome and quit fussingabout other
people’s business, reports Mary Kochan for
Catholic Lane.

The atheist group asked a federal judge to
force Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer to withdraw a
public declaration ofa statewide day of prayer
Inwritten arguments, they told the judge they
were suing because they had to turn off the
televisionto avoid the topic of religion or news
announcements aboutthe Day of Prayer.

“This made them feel like ‘outsiders,’” re-
ported Kochan.

The judge threw out theircomplaint, saying
the Wisconsinershadnolegal standing in Ari-
zonamatters.

Thejudge wentontonote thatthe Wisconsin
group was not injured by the governor’s proc-
lamation, saying: “Plaintiffs provideaffidavits to
establish they turned off the televisionand al-
tered conversational habits to avoid the topic of
religion orthe day of prayer.

“Plaintiffs,however, donotexplain why their
alleged injury is different than injuries in other
Establishment Clause casesin which the plain-
tiffsdid nothave standing, suchasthe President’s
day ofprayer proclamation.

“Essentially, Plaintiffsseek aruling obliquely
holdingthat injury sufficient to confer standing
exists under the Establishment Clause where
governmentactionis covered inthe news or the
subjectofasocial conversation.

“TheCourtdeclinesto depart from Establish-
ment Clausecase law on this ground. Plaintiffs
havenotshowninjury beyond ‘stigmaticinjury’
or feeling likean ‘outsider.’

“Gov. Brewer’s proclamations proclaim a
day of prayer, and one proclamation encour-
agesall citizens to pray for God’s blessings on
ourstate andnation,” thejudge acknowledged.
“Though ‘encouraged,’ no one, including plain-
tiffs, is obligated to pray. Nor are plaintiffs
forced to alter their physical routine or bear a
monetary expense toavoid areligious symbol.”

Atbest, the judge said, thosechallenging the
governor’sactionshave incurreda “stigmatic
injury” or “feeling likean outsider.”

None ofthat, he said, gives them theright to
sue.

Attorney Marc Victor said his clients are
weighing whetherto seek review from the 9th
Circuit Courtof Appeals or fileanew lawsuitin
state court.

Inapreparedstatement Gov. Brewerpraised
the court, callingthe lawsuit “a futile attempt to
stiflean Americanrightand tradition.”

“Citizens of everyrace, background and creed
havebeen comingtogetherin voluntary prayer
, sinceournation’s founding,” the governor said,
- “and will continue to do so against this

US. officials mock Poland’s Christian values

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstatf

U.S. Embassy officials in Warsaw, Poland, underthe Obama administration
complainedthat Christiandoctrine isamajorsourceof‘homophobia” inthe heavily
religious country, accordingto diplomatic cablesreleased by Wikileaks.

Themessages fromthe AmericanembassyinPoland’s capital, marked “sensitive
but unclassified,” were part of a dump of over 250,000 official government
documentsby theanti-secrecy website.

AnAugust 2009 cable fromthe U.S. Embassy in Warsaw dated criticized church
leadersasbeingcentral inpromoting “homophobia”in the former Soviet-controlled
country.

“Christians playsasignificantrole inthe formationand propagation of anti-gay
attitudesinPolishsociety, especially inrural areas,” states the communiqué entitled
“GayrightsinPoland: longroadahead.”

Not explainedis why the American embassy is involved in a matter of such
sensitivitywithinafriendlynation.

Officials did note that “the Polish Episcopate has condemned violence and
discriminationagainst gaysand lesbians,’butsaid that messageisignored by local
prieststeaching thatsexual attraction to the same genderis “adeviant condition.”

“Moreover, the Church continues tolabel homosexual acts assins and calls on
homosexuals to practice abstinence. Most Polish opponents of gay rights cite
‘Catholicvalues’ and ‘natural law’ tosupport theirviews,” the cable continues.

Within the United States, the same position is taken by most evangelical
denominations. Onlyasmall minority of *‘liberal”’ mainstream churcheshave stopped
callinghomosexual practice sinful, will performhomosexual marriages or ordain
homosexual clergy. Leaked cablesnotedthat somePolishlawmakersare readying
defenses againstacceptance ofhomosexuality inschools by drafting legislation
similartoalaw in Lithuaniathat bans favorable depictions ofhomosexuality.

Despite cultural and political hurdles, the American embassy appeared optimistic
thatthe gay rights movementwouldeventuallytake hold in Poland.
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Pretending (o he Jests
renews skeptics fal

continued from page 9

When Swindle looked athim, she immediately offered himajob. He wasn’t
aChristian. He wasn’t particularly interested in masquerading as Jesus.

“Jesus Christ didn’t mean a lot to me, but he means a whole lot to other
people,” Minerrecalls thinking. “Ifthesepaintings canimpact people’slives, then
great, I’ll beapartofit.”

He accepted her offer
to pose forapainting.

Nothingcouldhavepre-
pared Miner foramodel-
ingsessionwith Swindle.
Everyproductionbegins
with the artist, crew and
modelspraying together.
Then, Swindleexplainsthe
story thatsheisattempting
to capture on canvas —
whether it is Jesus ap-
proaching the women at
theempty tomborblessing
thelittlechildrenorthevisi-
tation ofthe Wise Men.

The models are all posed in costume and elaborate stage settings. Then
detailed photos are taken. Swindle then retreats to her studio with the photos.
Norman Rockwell used the same technique—whichis alot easier onmodels,
particularly small children.

Theresult overseveral yearshas beena series of widely acclaimed paintings
ofJesus. However, if you look
atthem closely, you’ll recognize
acertain construction worker—
orhislookalike.

Minersaysithasbeenanex-
traordinary experience—and has
changed his life. One photo
shoot wasinrural Africa, where
Swindle, Miner and their crew
visitedan orphanage for African
childrenwhose parentshad died
of AIDS. Some ofthe children
havethe disease as well.

The orphans froze and whis-
pered amongthemselves before

Left: Miner in Africa; Right: Resulting artwork

approaching Miner.

OneHIV-positive 12-year-old girl began to weep openly. Otherkids cried as
well. Thenthey all started hugging Minerand burst into song inbroken English:
“Heavenly Father, youare wonderful.”

Miner gently told the children hisname was Phillip and he wasn’treally Jesus.

“Seeing the way those childrenreacted to me asJesus, touched me ina way
thatI hadnot anticipated and in away I couldn’thave imagined,” he recalls

Playing Jesushas changed his life, he says. He’s gone from no personal interest
in Christianity to adeeprecommitment ofhis faith. Henow spends about halfa
yearin Africa,building schools and orphanages for children.

He’s attending church now and a few weeks ago, a 3-year-old boy was
walking down the aisle while staring at Miner — obviously stunned at the
resemblance. Theboyranright into a pew.

Swindle says Miner makes awonderful Jesus, with a fresh perspective.

“Hehasalightaround him,” she says. “I can feel the spirit sopowerfully when
Isketch him.”

Hesitsinheroffice, lounging comfortably inan oversized chair. Hislegs stretch
outto displaya3-inchrip in
hisjeans. His hikingshoes are
encrustedwithdriedmud. He
iswearing along-sleeve T-
shirt. Sunglasses perch ontop
ofhis hair, which is all one
length and reaches to his
shoulders. He sportsaneatly
trimmed beard.

He looksthe part.

“Thetruthis,” Miner says,
“thatthe Spirit justtook that
opportunity to change my
heart...

“...and giveme awakeup
call.”

Mary, Why Weepest Thou 7by LizLemon Swindle

Lostand FounabyLizLemon Swindle
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Tiny “Moon Bible” expected to sell for $50,000

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

A 1,245-page Biblethat once ‘\\ "-'0

visited the lunar surface is ex-
pected to be auctioned off for
$50,000.
“ArareBiblethat’sbeentothe
moon and back will haveanew
owner Thursday night—the com- 7
pleteKing Jamesversion, framed h
ingold leaf,isunderthe hammer I FPEREENE

S ——— they wouldundertake a questtosee it
| carriedto another celestial body.”
Apollo 1astronaut Ed White wanted
tobring the first Bibleto themoon, but
diedinafire onthe launch pad, Mersch
said.
“Afterhis death, fellow astronauts
took up White’s quest, so that, as
Apollo 15 astronaut Jim Irwin said,

‘those who came after would know

atanauctionhouse inNew Hamp- i TR %

shire,” reports Richard Allen

that we came fromaworld ofbeliev-

Green forthe Cable News Net- | = ; v . -
work: : : - "

But whoever takes it home
won’tbe able toleafthroughiit.
It’sapiece of microfilm, with the
text of 1,245 pages shrunken
down to the size of a postage
stamp.

“It’s the whole King James Bible onthere. It’s really cool,” says Bobby
Livingston, vice president of sales and marketing at RR Auction, whichis
handlingthe sale.

This particular Bible was taken on Apollo missions three times before it
reached the lunar surface, said Livingston—firston Apollo 12, when it was
stored in thewrong part of the spaceship and orbited the moon, butdidn’t land
onit, then ontheill-fated Apollo 13, whichhad an explosion on board that forced
the crewto turnwithoutlanding.

Thesacred text finally arrived on themoon aboard Apollo 14, reported Green:

Lunarmodule pilot Edgar Mitchell brought several microfilmed copies ofthe
Bibleto the surface ofthe moononFebruary 5, 1971, Livingston said.

Bringinga Bible to the moon had been a dream ofa group of committed
believersinthe space program since the beginning ofthe Apollomission efforts
toreach themoon, said Carol Mersch, author of “The Apostles of Apollo.”

“Through the centuries, explorers have carried the Bible across countries to
far offlands, pushing the boundaries of exploration. It was not unnatural then that

ers,”” Merschtold CNN.

Themoon Biblenow underthe ham-
' merwent from Mitchell, the astronaut,
1 toa“well-known space collector from
Texas,”Livingston said.
i He expects it to go for about

$50,000. One top Bible-collecting

expert, Scott Carroll, director of the Green Collection—one ofthe world’s
largest collections of ancient texts —called the moon Bible an “oddity.

“Youcould pickup a13th-century Bible for that price, so it’satough call,”
he said. [twouldn’tmake a good piece formuseum display, he said, because it’s
sosmall. Yougazeintoitandsay ‘wow,’ but youcan’t seeanything,” hesaid.

But there will be some people who wantto buy it, eitheras an investment or
out of personal interest, Carroll said. “Of course people who may be people of
faith that are interested in astronomy, in aerospace exploration, it would be of
greatinterest,” he said.

Several ofthe Apollo astronauts were just such men, Livingston said.

“What’sreally interestingabout Mitchell is he said hehad an epiphany looking
outthe window”’ of Apollo 14, Livingston said. “It’s not just the death-defying
partofit. They talk ofthe spirituality of the moment of being on the moon, the
moment of standing on another planetary body.”

Apollo 17 commander Gene Cernan, one ofthe last men towalk onthe moon,
putitstarkly, Livingston said.

“Hesaid to me, ‘Bobby, [ know infinity exists. ’'veseenit.”

Americans wantapresident witha strong Christian faith

continued from page 1

embraces the importance of the com-
mander-in-chief’s faith, writes Sekulow:

Atheistssee themajority ofthe American
people as “less educated but more abun-
dantindoctrinated masses,” who areled by
fundamentalists.” According to the group
American Atheists, theseinclude Michele
Bachmann, Sarah Palin, Glenn Beck, Rush
Limbaugh, Rick Perry, Mitt Romney, Ron
Paul, Tim Pawlenty and George Bush.

While they leave President Obama off
the list, he hastalked abouthis faithat the
National Prayer Breakfast and issued a
National Day of Prayer proclamation, rec-
ognizing that “throughout our history, Americans
have turned to prayer for strength, inspiration, and
solidarity.”

Another poll shows two-thirds of Americans
think it is important for presidential candidates to
have strong religious beliefs, regardless of their
religious affiliation. Thatsurvey was conducted by
the Public Religion Research Institute and found
justonein five Americans would be opposedto a
candidate with differentreligious beliefs than their

Mormonisma“cult.”

Romneylaterresponded:
“I just don’t believe that
kind ofdivisiveness based
onuponreligionhasaplace

atacampaignevent.

Thepoll also showedeightin 10 Ameri-
cans say creating jobs is the country’s main
priority. Six in 10 say cutting down the
government’s budgetdeficitiscrucial. Most
Americans do not feel politicians in Wash-
ington know whatis best for thenation, the
pollalso showed.

Only 44 percent feel President Obama
has adequate ideas on how to create jobs,
and 28 percent said they were satisfied with
his progress in the position.

Thesurvey wasconducted on 1,505 adults
from Sept. 22 to Oct. 22.

Evenwhilealargemajority ofthe elector-
ate fully embraces theimportance ofthe commander-

thestatusover Mormonismin Americahasemerged  in-chief’s faith, atheists groups continue to denigrate
overthe last couple of months. Mormonismwasput politicians—along with all religious people —who
onthe forefrontin Octoberafter Robert Jeffrees, a believein God.

seniorpastoratFirst Baptist ChurchinDallas, called  Atheists see the majority of the American people

as “less educated but
more abundant indoctri-
nated masses.”
Atheistsare free to be-
lieveordisbelieve asthey

MICHELE

own. inthis country.” please, andno oneis fil-

Apparently, 67 percent of Americans would be Just before Texas Gov. inglawsuits totake away
uncomfortablewith anatheistpresident, 64 percent ~ Rick Perry announced his theirconstitutional rights.
would be uncomfortable withaMuslim president, ~ planstorun,hetoldthe Des Increasingly when they
53 percentwould beuncomfortablewithaMormon ~— Moines Registerthathe felt sue to banish faith from
president. he was being “called” by public life, these angry

However, only 29 percent wouldbe uncomfort- ~ Godtoseek the presidency. atheistsare losingin court

able with an evangelical Christian president, ac-
cordingtothepoll.

Two candidates forthe GOP presidential nomi-
nation, Mitt Romney and John Huntsman, are Mor-
mons. Theremaining candidates are Christian.

Faith has been putin the spotlight as furor over

Former Godfather’
Pizza CEO Herman Cain,
whohas since dropped out of contention, madehis  flawed, little more than anexercise in “mental gym-
position on faith clear from the first.

“Idon’tknow ifI’m the leader that this nation Americaintoareality, writes Sekulow.
needs at this particular point in our history, but I

S

becausetheir interpreta-
tion ofthe Constitutionis

nastics” attempting to make a “fantasy” godless

“Ibelievea candidate’s faith is very important,”

believe God Almightyknows.”” Caintold supporters

continued on page 13
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“However, there is areason for that,above and for everyone.Iusethe qualifier ‘professed’ faith,
writes N.T. McQueen, author of Between Lions beyondthepublic’s fascinationwiththeprurientand  because it hasbeen my experience that those who
and Lambs. “Faith is about character. We must thelurid. Thatreasonis character. bellow about the superiority oftheir chosen faith are
remember, asmuchas weuse thetermdemocracy ~ “Thatis wherel : charlatans andlack the strength of

todescribe our system of government, it’sactuallya believe faithcomes
republic. The people don’tmake decisionsonhow  in. For those indi-
they are governed. Weelect otherstodo that forus.  vidualsseeking pub-
Indoing so, itisin ourbest interests to dowhatwe lic office who pro-
cantoensure thatthose officeholdersare individuals ~ fess faith, the con-
of'strong character. ceptionisthat they
“That’swhy it’s so easy for the legitimate debate  hold themselves to
about issues in this country tobe derailed by the ~ahighermoral stan-
frequent morality play of scandal. Affairswithstaff- dard, one of hon-
ers, arrests forindecent publicbehaviorandaside esty, transparency,
orderof graftand corruption will always make the ~ and veracity.
headlines. “Faithisimportant

character valued by the very faith
they proclaim they possess.

“This can sometimes make can-
didates wary of discussing their
faith, but leaders should not be
afraid oftheir spiritual beliefs. They
should embrace them. They will
gain more respect as people who
hold steadfastto theirbeliefs than
ifthey abandon their faith or mis-
use their faith for the sake ofthe
ballot.”

Today’s girls growme up ma “moral ahyss”

continued from page 1

Concern. Dr. Wright, president of Britain’s Girls Schools Association and
headmistress of the exclusive boarding school for girls, St. Mary’s, called fora
returnto Christianethics.

“What hope have we got of safeguarding our children’s sacred childhood if
they are knocked off their feet on the nursery slopes of life by an avalanche of
images and maligninfluences?”’ she told the girls association conference. “And
makeno mistake, thisis what is
happening.

“Itistime to take up the draw-
bridge ofthe liberal dogma of
the pastwhich hasleftuswith the
moral abyss ofthe present.

“Ifparents can’tsee anything
wrong indressing up their chil-
drenin ‘Future Wag’ T-shirts
and letting them wear makeup,
highheels and ‘mini-me’ sexy
clothing, then somethingis in-
tensely wrong in our society,”
she told conference attendees.
“Itruly believe thatissues such
astheprotection of childhood, of young girls and of young women, and speaking
outagainst the premature sexualizationof children, are vital.”

Dr. Wrightalso criticized TV programs such asthe X Factor, where she said
contestants were “encouraged to be at each other’s throats.”

“Qualities such asbullying and arrogance are glamorized andbecome syn-
onyms forambition and drive,” she said. “Youngpeople lookup to these so-
calledstars who have themselves been catapulted into aspotlight whichcan be
fartoo much forthem.

“The only solutionnow forsociety isa wholesale return to Christian sexual
ethics andmoral restraint.”

Wright’s comments followed a British government report commissioned by
the Home Office which warns that children in the United Kingdom are being
increasingly exposed to sexual imagery—andasummitmeeting at Prime Minister
David Cameron’s Downing Street residence which addressed how to tackle the
commercializationand sexualization of childhood.

Cameron recently launched a government-supported
websiteto give parents a place to air their concerns about
inappropriate products, advertisements or services.

Indeed, acrisisis athand, writes Sonia Poultoninthe Daily
Mailnewspaper: “Many young girlshave low expectations of
life because they have been debased and we, their parents
have enabled this. Our girls have been sold the notion that the
ultimate achievementisto beatoplessmodel, a Big Brother
TV-show reject or gyrating like alap dancer in apop music
group.

“Theresultisa generation of girls who are wide-eyed and
vacantwith cinched-in waistsand aimless smiles. They areall
attitude and no substance. Theirinnocence has been swept
away likea sand drawing when the tide comes in.

“Defenders ofthischild abuse—forthat it what itis—say that it takes a perverse
mind to see children in a sexualized way. Oh, get real, already! Mostpeople
know the difference betweena young girl modelling themselves on mummy and
trying on her dress and lipstick and a five year old wearing a t-shirt which
proclaims ‘somany boys, so little time”’ oran eight-year-old buying apadded bra.

“Tusedtolove pretending to be my mumand would swirl around in front ofher
dressing roommirror wearing one of her outfits, but what we havenow isawhole
new, and unwelcome, universe.”

Cameronrecently condemned Britain’s growing “doas youplease” culture,
warned of a““slow-motionmoral collapse” in the United Kingdom and called for
arevival oftraditional Christian values.

clergy ataceremony commemorating the400th anniversary ofthe completion
ofthe King James Version ofthe Bible. ’Put simply, for too long we have been
unwillingtodistinguishright fromwrong. ‘Liveandletlive’ hastoo oftenbecome
‘dowhatyouplease.’”

“Whether you look at the riots last summer, the financial crash and the
expenses scandal orthe ongoingterrorist threat from Islamist extremists around
theworld, onethingisclear,” said the Prime Minister. “Moral
neutrality or passive tolerance justisn’t goingto cutit any
more.”

“Inarareforay intoreligious issues, the Prime Minister said
the values ofthe Bible ‘go to the heart’ of what it means to be
British,” reported the Press Association news service. “Ad-
dressing senior clergy at an event to mark the 400th anniver-
sary ofthe King James Bible, Cameron confessed tobeing only
a ‘vaguely practicing’ Christian who was ‘full of doubts’ about
bigtheological issues. Buthe insisted: “We area Christian
country. And we should notbe afraid to say so.’”

Should politicians get involved in matters of faith? Yes, said
the prime minister, according to Tim Shipman writing in the
Daily Mail, calling it “legitimate for political leaders to say
somethingaboutreligiousinstitutions asthey seethem affecting
oursociety, notleastinthe vital areas ofequality and tolerance. The Bible has
helpedto give Britain a set of values and morals which make Britain whatitis
today. Values and morals we should actively stand up and defend.”

Hecriticized the notion thatby ““standing up for Christian values we somehow
do down other faiths,” or that it was offensive to pass judgment on other
people’s behavior, reported political editor Joe Murphy for the London
Evening Standard.

“I'think these arguments are profoundly wrong,”” he said. “And being clearon
thisisabsolutely fundamental to who we are as apeople, what we stand forand
thekind of society we want to build.”

“He listed Christian values in British society as ‘responsibility, hard work,
charity, compassion, humility, self-sacrifice, love, pride in working for the
common good and honoring the social obligations we have to one another, to
our familiesand our communities, ”’ reported Murphy. Theseare the values we
treasure. Yes, they are Christian
valuesandweshouldnotbeafraid
toacknowledge that.

But they are also values that
speak to us all — to people of
every faithandnone. I believewe
should all stand up and defend
them.”

Hessaid faithisno guarantee
that people would leadmoral live,
butreligious faith could inspire
peopleto moreethical decisions.

“The absence of any real ac-
countability, or moral code, al-
lowed some bankers and politi-
ciansto behave with scantregard for the rest of society,” he said. An “almost
fearful, passive toleranceofreligious extremism’ haslet Islamicextremism grow
unchallenged,” he said.

During his speech, Cameron hailed the King James Bible as one of the
greatestand most important works ofliterature.

Pollsters say 83 percent of churchgoing British voters are opposedto Prime
Minister David Cameron’s proposal tolegalize same-sex marriage in the United
Kingdom—and 57 percent are “less likely to vote” for his party as aresult.

“The poll results are likely to be viewed as very concerning by the Conser-
vative Party,” notes the British website Christian Concern, “as churchgoing
Christiansrepresent several million votes.”

It’s time to stand up for what s right, he tolda group of Churchof England  Thepoll, commissioned by Premier Christian Media, found that:
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Today's girls growing up ina “moral abyss”

continued from page 1

83% were opposedto homosexual marriage, with

75% “strongly opposed”

93% were concerned that clergy would have to
conducthomosexual marriages against their con-
sciences;

85% that the value of marriage would be further
undermined;

ships; and

88% that schools would be required to teach the
equal validity of same-sex and heterosexual relation-

78% that it would be harder to argue against
“othernovel types ofrelationship” suchas polygamy.
“Incredibly,” noted the website, ’not one single
respondent claimed that thismove would make them

more disposedto vote Conservative.”

The Conservative Party has historically gotten the
majority of the Christian vote. Ifthe party were to
lose millions ofthese, itcould jeopardize the party’s
chances of winning the next general election—and
result in Cameron having to step down as Prime
Minister.

IWhy does the news media
ony trumpet had news
Aboutchurchattendance?

continued from page 1
claimed that young adults are deserting the churchin droves.

So,why is one study front-page headlines when anotheris not?

Thelatter survey really wasn’t anything new, note Rodney Stark and Byron
Johnson writing in the Wall Street Journal. Nevertheless, “it made headlines
andnewscasts across the nation—even though it was a false alarm.”

It wasn’tnews, notes the Journal, since “surveys always find that younger
peoplearelesslikely toattend church. Yet thishasneverresulted in the decline
ofthe churches. Itmerely reflects the factthat, having left home, many single
young adults chooseto sleep in on Sunday mornings.

TheJournal article goes onto point out that once they marry—and especially
after they have children -- young adults’ attendance recovers. Unfortunately,
becausethe presstends not to publicize this small detail, many church leaders
continue unnecessarily frettingabout regaining the lostyoung people.

“In similar fashion,” notes the Journal, “major media hailed another Barna
report that young evangelicals are increasingly embracing liberal politics. But
only religious periodicals carried the news that national surveys offerno support

for this claim, and that younger evangelicals actually remain as conservative as
their parents.”

Giventhenational newsmedia’s terrible track record, notes the Journal, ““it
was no surprise this month to see the prominent headlines announcing another
finding from Barna that American womenarerapidly falling away from religion.
Thebasis for this was a comparison between apoll they conducted in 1991 and
onethey conducted in January 2011.

“Thereporters who ran with this story ought to have wondered why this
change wasn’t pickedup sooner if it was going on for 20 years. Many national
surveys have been conducted during this period —in fact the Barna Group has
beendoingthem all along. Did the organization check to see if its new results
were consistent with its own previous data or with the many other national
surveyswidely available?”

Dreamon!

Ifthemediahad checked its facts, reporters would have found that its findings
about womenare asunfounded as previous claims about young people deserting
the church and young evangelicalsbecoming liberals.

Barnareportedin 2010 that about 40 percent of both men and women read
the Bible during a typical week, as female weekly Bible-reading had fallen from
50percentin 1991. By contrast, the2007 Baylor national religion survey found
that29 percentof men and 40 percent of womenread the Bible about weekly.
The statistic for women is consistent with Barna’s reported findings, but the
findings formendiffer greatly.

“The Baylor findings were in full agreement with the results ofa 2000 Gallup
Poll finding that29 percentof menand 43 percent of women were weekly Bible-
readers,” noted the Journal““This, inturn, was consistent witha 1988 study by
the University of Chicago’s National Opinion Research Center, which found that
25 percent of men and 39 percent of women were weekly Bible readers.

“Ifthe Barna claim aboutamajor declinein women’s Bible-reading is true, it
must have happened inthe pastthree years.

“Thisis quiteunlikely, giventhe remarkable stability ofthe statistics over the
pastseveral decades.”

Pentagon retreats from bhan
on bibles in military hospitals

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

Oneday afteran outraged Congressmandenounced a Pentagonban on Bibles or
any otherreligious literaturein U.S. military hospital,the Obama Administration has
droppedthepolicy.

Butquestionslinger. Why would unelectedbureaucrats think they canban Bibles?
Howdidsucha policy ever getapproved? Who isresponsible?

InTexas, anongoing battle has been waged by the Veterans Administrationand
volunteers from the American Legion andthe Veterans of Foreign Wars. Officials
atHouston’s national cemetery barred any religious ceremonies at graveside and
ignored denunciationsby members of Congressas well asinfuriated families. Calls
haveresounded nationwide forthe firing of the cemetery’s director—but she has
remainedinoffice.

Now, Congressman Steve King (R-lowa) has demanded that officials explain
whybureaucratshaveprohibited family members of wounded military troops from
bringing Bibles orany religiousreading materialsto theirloved ones.

“ThePresident ofthe United States should address thisand should excoriate the
people whobrought aboutthis policy and the individual who brought itabout should
be dismissed from the United States Military,” said Congressman King.

Speaking from the floor ofthe House of Representatives, King blasted an order
from thecommander of Walter Reed National Military Medical Centerwritten by
Chiefof Staff C.W. Callahan. The September 14thmemo covers guidelines for
“wounded, ill andinjured partnersincare.”

“Noreligiousitems (i.e. Bibles, readingmaterial, and/orartifacts) are allowed to
begivenawayorused during avisit,” thepolicy states.

“Thatmeansyoucan’tbringinaBibleandread fromit when you visit your son
oryourdaughter, perhaps—oryour wifeor husband,” Kingsaid. “Itmeansapriest
that might be cominginto visit someone on their death bed couldn’t bringin the
Eucharist, couldn’toffer Last Rites. Thisisthe mostoutrageous affront.”

Now theban hasbeen lifted.

“Theinstructionsabout the Bibles and readingmaterial have beenrescinded,”’ said
Sandy Dean,a publicaffairs officer for WalterReed. “Weappreciate Congressman
Kingbringingthistoourattention. Wedon’twantourinstructions tobeambiguous.”
Kingsaid themilitary has some explainingtodo.

“Idon’tthink there’s any excuse foritand there’sno talking itaway,” he told
reporters. “Thevery existence of this, whetherit’s enforced ornot, tells you what
kind ofamindsetisthere. Theideathatthese soldiers, sailors, airmenand Marines
thathave foughtto defend our Constitution,and thatincludes our First Amendment
rightstoreligiousliberty—wouldbedenied thatreligious liberty whentheyare lying
inahospital bedrecovering fromwounds incurred while defendingthat libertyisthe
mostbitterand offensivetype of anirony thatI canthink of.”

KenKlukwoski ofthe Family Research Council said the policy ismore than
troubling. It would seem that bureaucrats with an agenda keep testing their
boundaries—seeing whatthey can getaway with as they overstep their authority.

“It fliesin the face ofnot only the Bill of Rights, but 200 years of federal law,”
Klukwoski. “This currentadministrationisshowing unprecedented hostility towards
those practicing the Christian faith. Butbeyondthat, we’vealso seenamilitantly
secular attitude oftryingtosterilizethe Defense Department ofall referencesto faith.”

The policy “must berescinded and the people responsible for perpetrating it
shouldbefired,”’ saisRichard Land, president of the Southern Baptist Convention’s
Ethicsand Religious Liberty Commission. He repeated Congressman King’s
demandthat whoeverisresponsible forthepolicy befired. “It cannot be allowed to
stand. Itshows theugly face of the pseudo-tolerance of secularism. They claimto
betolerantbutthisisasintolerantasyoucanbe—tonotallow wounded soldiersto
havereligious artifacts.”

Congressman Kingsaid Americansmust “takea very strong stand.”

“Christians are generally nice people and forthat reasonthey can victimize the
Christiansin this country,” hesaid. “There was areason that Christ gave us the
demonstration of righteous anger when he threw the money changers out of the
temple. Itgivesus some licenseto throw these kinds of people out ofthe military.”

The Congressman said he’s alarmed by atrend he’s seen to purge Christianity
from America’s military, such asarecent ordertoremove across froman Army
chapelinnorthern Afghanistan becauseit violated Army regulations.

Kingblamed the Obama Administration.

“ThisisOrwellian,”hesaid. “Weareseeingashockinglevel ofhostility towards
religious faith butbeyond that—we’vealso seenamilitantly secularattitude of trying
tosterilizethe defense department ofall references to faith.”
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Somalichild soldiers

Somali radio gives kids
assault rifles, orenades

inenforcing their strict interpre-
tationofIslamicpurity,” reported

Aradiostationrunby Somalia’sal-Shabab Islamist group hasawarded AK-
47 assaultriflestochildrenas youngas 10who wona Koran-recitingand general
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most of the southern third ofthe country.
The children competed live onair from the many radio stations
nationwide that the Shabab control.

The awards were
handed outataceremony
heldatthe Andalusradio
station in Elasha Biyaha,
a small town near
Mogadishu, the capital.
(Andaluswasthepart of
Spainseized by the Ar-
absintheMiddle Ages.)

Second prize-winners
alsoreceivedan AK-47
and $500. Third prize
was two hand grenades
and $400, according to
the BBC:

Al-Shabab, linked to
al-Qaida, controlsmuch
of southern and central
Somalia.

Four children, aged
10-17, were chosen to

represent each district inthe competition held during the Muslim
holy month ofRamadan, which ended in August.

“Y ouths should use one hand for education and the other for a
gunto defend Islam,” senior al-Shabab official Mukhtar Robow

told the prize-giv-
ing ceremony in
Elasha, 12 miles
from Mogadishu.
“Al-Shababand
othermilitant Islam-
istgroups in Soma-
liahavebecome fa-
mous fortheir zeal

knowledge con- the Times.
test. “Last year, al-
Andulusradio, Shabab outlawed
based near the school bellsinasouth-
Somali capital of ern Somaliatown af-
Mogadishu, gave ter deciding that they
students who sounded toomuchlike
won top honors churchbells.

in the Ramadan
competition their
ownriflesand the
equivalent of
$700 in Somali
cash, according
to Jeffrey
Gettlemanin the

New York Times.

Al-Shabab hasalso
banned bras,
teeth, dancingand soc-
cer,deemingthemun-
Islamic, and barred
many Western aid groups, eventhough Somalia is suffering froma
famine andtens ofthousands ofpeople have already starved to death.

“Another militant Somali group, Hizbul Islam, ordered radio sta-

% .
-
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Youngsterswaggers withAK-47

tionstostop playingmusic, which forced broad-

The contest featured questions that
al-Shabab seemedto think every child
should know, “like which war was
Sheik Timajilic (afamousal-Shabab
warrior) killed in?” reported
Gettleman:

Withouta functioning central gov-
ernment, Somalia has some of the
lowest schooling rates in the world,
and many Somali children are more
familiarwithriflesthanrulers.

Contestants in the Shabab quizin-
cluded children from all across
Shabab-controlled areas of Somalia,
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castersto eliminate even the faintest sugges-
tion of harmonious sounds from their daily
programming,”’reported Gettleman.

Some stations substituted the musical intro-
ductions to news broadcasts with the sounds
of gunshots, engineroars, carhorns and animal
grunts.

Somalia has subsisted withouta functioning
central government for two decades.

The country isnow fragmented into various
zones ofloose control, with Islamist groups,
clan militias, regional administrationsand a
very weak, internationally supported central
governmentall battling one another.

Iran olficial says churches harming children

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

Iran’sminister ofintelligence has announced that
underground Evangelical churches pose a serious
threat to thenation’s youth.

Meanwhileasenior Iranianreligious official said
Christianity is worse than Satanism.

Inelligence Minister HeydarMoslehi said the Min-
istry of Intelligence “hasalready started a serious

effort” to shut down grassroots Evangelicalism in
Iran, according to reports from Mahabat News, an
advocacy group that reports on the persecution of
Farsi-speaking Christians in Iranand neighboring
countries.

Lastyear, Iranian security authorities conducted
Christmas Dayraids ofhome-based churchesinan
effortto catch groups of Christians worshiping to-

gether. Hundreds of converts were arrested.

InSeptember 2010, President Obama signed an
Executive Orderthat imposed sanctions ona num-
ber of Iranian officials said to be responsible for
human rights abuses involving Iran —including
Moslehi.

Speaking at the Islamic Seminary of Feizieh,
Moslehi urged leaders, teachers and studentsto “get

continued on page 16
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Iran official says illeeal
churches harming vouth

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaft

involvedin this field and guide the youth to the true
way”’—Shi’ite Islam—the official faith of Tran.
“Evangelical Christianity hasseriously harmed the
regime to varying degrees through 20 satellite TV
channels, thousands of websites and tens of mission
organizations,” hetold seminarians. He said Chris-
tianity, New Age religions and mysticismall pose
“serious threats” to Iran and blamed them for last
year’s street protests. “The footprints of this threat
are observablein recent events and protests follow-
ingthepresidential election,” he said.

The Ayatollah HadiJahangoshatold another group
that the danger posed by Christianity is worse “than
new age mysticismand Satanism.”

Inatalk about the long-awaited Shi’ite Messiah,
the Hidden Imam, the ayatollah said that “the West
istryingtodivertour youthby publishingand adver-
tising” false doctrines. He blasted the spreading of
“distorted Christianity” and charged that “Christian
satellite channels are trying to change the religious
culturein the Iranian society.”

He said that Islam does not oppose traditional

January-February 2012

Christianity. ”Islam approves Christianity in gen-
eral,” hesaid, butcannot permit the spread of what
herepeatedly called “distorted Christianity”’ or Evan-
gelicalism, which hesaid isbeing spread “among our
youth.”

Jahangosha warned about whathe called the wide-
spread distribution of Christian books for children.

“One ofthese children books with Christian sub-
jectshasbeen published in 53 million volumesandin
128 differentlanguages and it even can be found in
smallesttowns across Iran,” he said, perhaps refer-
ringto C.S.Lewis’ Chronicles of Narniaseries. He
criticized the existence of Christian symbolsin books
and toysin Iran and lamented the “large volume of
cartoons and other cultural products with Christian
symbols” which he said “are being sent freely and
easily topeople. Some satellite networks have dedi-
cated 70 percent of their activities to the different
languages ofthe Iranian people for various children’s
programs.”

AllIraniansshould “feel responsibility inthis mat-
terandplay hisorherrole inspreading of pure Islam
andto fightfalse and distorted cultures,” he said.

Pakistan bans celfphone textmg of *Jesus”

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

Incredulous cellphone companies in Pakistan have asked their government for

“clarification” ofaletter forbidding the texting of
the words “Jesus” or “Christ” as well as 1,600
otherwords officials deem offensiveto Islam.

Companies weretold tobegin blocking any text
message sent from one customer to another con-
taining such forbidden words, which also include
“Satan,” “nude” and “athlete’s foot.”

ThePakistan Telecommunications Authority told
mobile carriers they would be responsible to block
the offending words.

Thelisthas met widespread Internet criticism
and sarcasm —and the list is circulating online.
Some 1,100 ofthe words arein English, whileless
than 600 are in Urdu, Pakistan’snational language.

Somepundits have recommended replacing
banned words with their corresponding numbers
onthe list—as “I hereby renounce 23 and his evil
darkness and embrace the Son ofGod, 46 51, as
my Lordand Savior.”

The ban may runinto technical difficulties, ac-
cordingtoaPakistan wireless executive who spoke
anonymously to the French newsagency Agence
France Presse.

He worried that the strict filtering would “de-
grade the quality ofnetwork services.” He won-
dered about the consequences of important mes-
sages being blocked just because the sender had
inadvertantly included abanned word.

‘Itwould be a greatinconvenience to our sub-
scribers iftheir SM'S was notdelivered dueto the
wrong choice of words,” he said.

InMay 2010, Pakistan blocked Facebook for

v

Do you know that Jesus
loves you and so do we?

Can we talk about it?

two weeks after some participants held acompetition to draw pictures ofthe
Prophet Mohammed—which is forbiddenunder Islam. Y ouTube was blocked
temporarily in2008 images from a similar competition
appeared onthe site.

The Vatican in Rome and the Pakistan Episcopal

Church have both asked the government to reconsider.

John Shakir Nadeem,
Secretary ofthe Pakistan
Episcopal Conference’s
Commission for Social
Communications said his
officewould““doallit can
to put pressure onthe gov-
ernment to eliminate
Christ’sname fromthe list
ofbanned words.

“Weunderstandthe de-
sire to protect the minds
ofyoungpeopleby creat-
ingalistofobscenewords.
But why should Christ’s

namebe included?
“What makes it obscene?
“Banning it would be a violation of our right to

evangelize andit hurts the feeling of Christians. Ifthe
banis confirmed, it will constitute adark momentinthe
country’shistory; a furtheract ofdiscrimination against
Christiansand a clear violation of the Pakistani Consti-
tution.

“We hopethe government will make the opportune

amendments.”

A groupcalling itself*“Bytes for All” has vowed to

fightthe orderin court, saying it “violates theright to
free speech and freedom of expression.”

Libvan victors say they' Il impose Islamic law

Mustafa Abdul Jalil, the chairman ofthe National
Transitional Council, has a message for Libyans:
Fear not, Sharia law is on the way.

Inabroadcast on the Arabic cable channel al-
Jazeera, he assured a cheering crowd thatthe new
rulers of Libya areneither secularnor liberal, but will
establish anIslamicrepublic.

In this speech delivered in Tripoli’s Martyrs’
Square, Jalil proclaimed:

“We are seeking to establish a state government
by law and welfare—and Sharia, Islamic law, should
be themain source oflaw.”

“Wemust beunited and not divided. We must

condemn hatred and envy,” he said. Al Jazeera
claims that Jalil’sreinforcement that Shariais going
to beinstituted may be rooted in an effort to brush off
criticism, as some have dubbed Libya’snew leader-
ship asliberal and secular —charges that could hurt
leaders’ prospects of settingup a viable governing
structure.

However, healso declared that Libyawould not
bean extremist state, either:

“Wewill notaccept any extremistideology,onthe
rightorthe left.

“WeareaMuslim people, foramoderate Islam,
and will stay onthisroad.”

Agostino Miozzo, an Italian doctor and veteran of

humanitarianemergencies whois the EU’sinterna-
tional crisis manager, told the British newspaperthe
Guardian that theleaders of transitional council
weredetermined toresist international pressure and
to decide the fate oftheir country themselves. Ac-
cording to the Guardian:

“Tripoli seemsto be moving fast towards normal-
ity, butthey need time to fight the internal political
struggle,” Agostinosaid, after spendingmore thana
week in Tripoli establishing contact with the new
rulers.

“We have no idea of the southern part of the
country. That willbe most problematic inthe coming
months. Thispartistotally outofcontrol.”
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Is Eovpt about to
disintegrate into
the new Pakistan?

by Sherif Melika, spreial to Christian Crusade Newspaper

A fewdays ago, I waswatching a popular Egyptian talk show, Fil Midan, or
“Inthe Square.” Ithad avery interesting guest, aleader ofasalafi Islamicpolitical
faction. He maintained a pleasantly tranquil smile and arelaxed appearance
throughout the program, wearing his typically Pakistani outerwear and hat.

Thehost, Amr Al-Leithy, was pretending to be eagerto corner
him, asking tough questions, but it was obvious to meas time
went on, thathe was notserious about laying a glove onhim. It
was pretentious.

Thehost constantly maintained aneutral grin to all kinds of
extreme responses from his revered guest. Eventhough I had not
seenthis “leader’’before, I found out asthe interview continued
thathe wasa prominent Islamic figure, with his own show ona
satellite TV channel; Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Masry,a.k.a. Abou
‘Ammar, who formerly served asanimamin Saudia Arabia and
other Gulf'states mosques, and participated inan official series of
sermons at the Islamic Center in Brooklyn, NY during the
aftermath ofthe 9/11 attacks.

Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Masry was saying truly horrific things.

Forinstance, he said thatthe 9/11 attacks turned out tobe a
blessing indisguise because they drew the attention ofhundreds
ofthousands of Americanstoward Islam.

When some approachedhim foranswers regarding this Mus-
limaggression, he introduced themto Islam’s holy commands,
which led to scores of conversions.

Ofcourse, he nevermentioned the countless fundsthat were
spent to convert those mostly inner city folk, and those in confinement, nor did
hedisclosetheir source.

When it came time to discuss non-Muslims, he used the usual line that real
Muslims carry no animosities towards non-Muslims, in Egyptor abroad.

After being confronted by the show’s host about the repeated attacks,
burnings and destruction of Coptic churches, he reluctantly admitted that there
are—of course —exceptions inevery group but that actions ofa few should not
blemishthe majority.

The Sheikh then proceeded to discuss tourism. He softly said that Egypt
should enforcea strictdress code for everyone, Egyptians and foreign tourists
alike, and prohibitall religiously forbiddenactions, like drinking alcohol.

There were two reasons why he believes these measures mustbe taken.

First,basedon hisinterpretationofshari ‘alslamiclaw,aMuslimis forbidden
from attending to someone inappropriately attired, or from serving the banned
alcoholicdrinks.

Second, hebelieved that foreigners would be enticed by thismodest behavior,
to ask questions about the cause behind those restrictions, and thus be intro-
ducedto Islam.

Hejoviallyaffirmed thatstricter laws will leadto more converts to“‘the rightful
religion.”

The host was left speechless, obviously inadmiration and not discontent.
Coincidentally, the day after this program, alarge statue of Pharaoh Sesostris I
(SenusretIII), standing inthemiddle ofa squarein the Delta city ofal-Mansoura,
wastoppled overnight. The Supreme Council of Antiquities accused salafis of

knockingdownthestatue, butthe Dagahliagovernor said erosionand wind were
responsible. He added that the statue wasareplicaanyway so it was not really
significant.

However, we all remember how the Talibanin Afghanistan destroyed count-
lessarcheological treasures—claiming they were offensive to Islam.

So, whatis next? The Sphinx? There hasactually beena call for the faces on
all Egyptian historical treasures be covered with beeswax —in obedience tostrict
Islamic rules against any depiction of human facesin art.

There havealso been calls thatall nudes on the 5,000-year-old frescos in the
tombs, museums or monument, be covered with beeswax so asto prevent the
public from being sexually compromised.

Alarmingly though, thisrapid trend towards Islamization of the society is
sweeping Egypt without any hintof asubstantial opposition.

The Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF), who have beenruling the
country ever since the fall of President Mubarak on February 11,2011, has
freed prominent Islamist figures fromjail and evenallowed exiled extremists to
return to the country.

SCAF appointed acommittee to change the Egyptian Constitution headed by
anovertly Islamistthinker Judge Tariq el-Bishri, and aleading Muslim Brother-
hood (MB) figure (Sobhi Saleh, Lawyerand MB leader).

SCAF authorized a popularreferendum on the new temporary constitution
opposedbyrevolutionary and secular forces. SCAF neverblinked atthe MB’s
orsalafis’ overt propagandathat voting ““Yes” on the referendum was the Islamic
way and voting “No”’ was thus non-Islamic.

When the government appointed a Christian governor in Qena, located in
Upper Egypt, the Islamists refused.

They sabotagedtherailroad tracks and blocked the highways to the province
fortwo weeks. SCAF did nothing and the governor never took office. Even
while the current constitution forbids the formation of political partiesbased on
religious indoctrination, there exists today morethan adozen Islamicparties, and
thousands of candidates ready to take onparliamentary elections due to start this
month.

Muslim leadersannounced that they expectthe Muslim Brotherhood towin 50
percent of the seats with an additional 30 percent of the parliamentary seats
going to a coalition of other Islamic parties. They added that an Islamic
constitution would eventually follow.

With the multiple incidents of assaults on churches openly carried out by
Islamists, SCAF timidly pleaded with the Islamists to end theiraggression, even
brought their ownreligious leadersto appease them, and on only one occasion
hadto rebuild a church denouveau.

Yet,noonewas ever
tried or punished for this
reprehensible conduct.
Christians are being
killed all over Egypt at
analarming frequency
sincetherevolution.

There has not been
oneinvestigationcarried
out that led to the in-
criminationofanyofthe
salafiswho have openly
bragged abouttheir ag-
gressioninfootageavail-
ableonline.

Afterthe latest mas-
sacre of Christians in
front of the Maspero
building, where more
that27 werekilled and
250 injured, SCAF is
investigating the military’sinvolvement whilevehemently denying any wrongdo-
ing.

Video shows the military taking part in thismassacre, usingarmored vehicles
to crush Christians.

Intoday’s Egypt, liberal, secular and Christian political forces are being
treated with fists—recall the imprisonment of some twelve thousand protesters
aftervery shorttrials. Islamist leadersare being caressed with a softhand despite
theirdocumented violence evidenced by the destruction of churchbuildings and
killingof Christians.

Thetemporary government either fears igniting the extremists’ animosity, or
simply endorses their behaviorbutis too cautiousto openly support it.

SCAF makessureto announce after each violent incident that they support
democratic change and favor the transition of Egypt into a secular state.
However, theiractions donotsupporttheirdeclared intentions, whichmay imply
thatthey are wary of thereaction ofthe less senior ranks within thearmed forces
themselves, or the openly declared Islamic political and popular forces in
Egyptiansociety.

Inany case, it’s onlyamatter of timeuntil we find out whether the January 2 5th,
2011 Revolutionwill bringaboutanew Egyptthat looks more like Pakistan, with
anunbreakable alliance between the army and the Islamists in defiance of
democratic andprogressive values.

Orwill Egyptbelike Turkey, where the Islamists are watched over by the army
(orwere atleastuntil recently), and there is a fairly democratic political system.

Wehope that Egypt will be like Spain, where the removal ofanarmy dictator

astrongreligious background.
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Naudis demand “Mec

Standard Time” replace
Greenwich Mean Time

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstatf

Thenew tower on the skyline in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, looks incredibly like
London’s Big Ben—andthere’sagood reason.

A numberofMuslimsare calling for Greenwich Mean Time—the standard by
whichthe world sets its clocks —be replaced by official Mecca time.

“This summer, the world’s largest clock beganits first official duty: marking
time during Ramadan in Mecca—Islam’s holiest city,” reports Salman Hameed
writing for Religion Dispatches. ’This colossal clock bears a striking resem-
blanceto Big Ben, and the tower that hosts itissix timestallerthan the British
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times there were competing claims from Soviet laboratories
also).”

Similarly, because Arab astronomy was dominant in the late
medieval period, and Arabic atlases played a key role in the
development of modern astronomy, more than half of the brightest
stars in the sky have Arabic names. For some Muslims today,
that’snotenough.

Butwhat wouldjustify Meccatobethereplacement reference
point for the entire world?

“Thereisnow awidespread beliefamongst Muslims that one
canprove ‘scientifically’ that Meccaisreally thetrue ‘centerofthe
world,””” writes Hameed.

“This line of reasoning has been heavily promoted and popularized by a
prominent Egyptian cleric, Sheikh Y oussefal-Qaradawy, who claims that,
unlike other longitudes, Meccais in perfect alignment with thenorth magnetic
pole.”

Hameed is an astronomer and assistant professor of Integrated Science &
Humanities at Hampshire College in Massachusetts.

299

landmark, making itthe second
tallest buildingintheworld, vis-
ible for 16 miles.”

Andasitbeganservice, calls
from Muslims came to for
Mecca Standard Time to re-
place GMT—alsocalled “Zulu”
time by the military as well as
astronauts in space. GMT has
beentheworld standard for 125
years.

However, notes Hameed,
some areclaimingthat GMT s
anarchaic holdover from colo-
nial times—andit’s timeto find
abetter standard.

“Surely, there isnothing spe-
cial about where the Greenwich
Observatory is located,” says
Hameed.

“Thereason thatthe meridian
iszeroat Greenwichis because
the British figured out how to
calculate longitude at sea first,
so they got to make a part of England the main reference point. Names
associated with science are often, ifnotalways, symptomatic of political power
ofthetime.

“This is why many ofthe elements discovered in the 20th century—like
berkelium, americium, and californium—have American names (though some-

Meoca’s hollest shrineis overshadowed byihe newtower

Currently, heisstudyingtherise of
Koran-based creationism in the Is-
lamic world. Asto the claims about

i Mecca.
“Some Arab scientists have also
Iy lent theirauthority to these claims,”
4 adds Hameed. “For example,

Abdel-Basetal-Sayeed ofthe Egyp-
tianNational Research Centre claims
that Meccais a ‘zero-magnetism
zone.””

“In fact,he goesontosay, ‘That’s
why ifsomeonetravelsto Meccaor
lives there, he lives longer, is
healthier, and isless affected by the
earth’s gravity. You getcharged with
energy.””

Such claims are open to debate,
Hameed admits.

“Meccamatters deeply to Mus-
lims because ofits religious impor-
tance,” he writes.

“Building such anenormousclock
may make itall themore asource of
pride to the religion of over abillion people, though I can also imagine some
objecting to the presence of such a large structure next to the holy grounds.

“Nevertheless, the efforts by some to seek religious legitimacy of Mecca with
bad science doadisserviceto bothreligion and science, and perhaps diminish

the dignity ofthe very placethey seek to glorify.
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(ross in churchyard tree
runk nspires workers

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaperstaff

Aslandscaper Salvador Maya sawed into a large pine tree on the lawn of
Escondido, California’s First Congregational Church, he stepped back in awe,

then spontaneously said a prayer.

Heyelledathisboss, Jim Rants. “Look at this,”he exclaimed. “It’sacross....

somethingsacred!”

Rantsand his crew from Star Landscapinghad been called inby the staffto  property, it’s definitely something divine.”
cutdown the pine, which was leaning dangerously toward aneighbor’s property

—alongwith some other brush and small
trees.

But they did not expect what they all
saw: astylized Greek-style cross formed
within therings ofthe bigold pine.

“Withit being on church property, you
comeacrossacross,” Rantstoldlocal TV
10News, “it’slike,  guess, divine interven-
tion, somethinglike that.”

Within hours, word had spread. Even
the Los Angeles Times sent outareporter.

“A tree cutdown atan Escondido, Ca-
lif., church is causing a stir among the
faithful,” wrotereporter Tony Perry. “Land-
scapers made the discovery on Monday.
One ofthe workers, Salvador Maya, was
the firstto seethe image.”

“Salvadoryelled at me, ‘Look at this,
it’s a cross!” ”” Rants told Perry. “So I
looked atitand thought ‘Holy moly, we’ve
gotsomething here.

“It’sjustamazing, and to be on church

i, P-d‘
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The“miracle” cross

Soontelevision stations and newspapers from San Diego and Tijuana,

Mexico, and radio stations from Texas and
North Carolina, had checked in.

“It’sbeenphenomenal,”Debbie Cummings,
the church’s officemanager, told the Chris-
tian Post newspaper. “To people of faith,
it’s very comforting.”

People have called the church asking to
buy the stump, Cummings said.

Pastor Phil Corr said he plans to discuss
the wood cut, which is safely stored in the
church sanctuary, during his Sunday sermon
titled “The Joy of Surprise.” He also will
displaythelogandtalk about whatthe church
plansto dowith it.

“People of faith have eyes to see this, but
skepticsdonot,” Corr said.

The rest of the wood from the downed
treesis being chopped into firewood. Some
may also be handed out to any attendees who
are needing firewood and attend Alcoholic
Anonymousand Narcotics Anonymous meet-
ings atthe church.

Judge orders NY to Ok “Choose Life” car tags

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff acu§t0m plate throughthe DMV ’s specialty plate program iq 2001. ‘
A panel of federal judges has ruled that New York violated the First Like other states, New York allowed vehicle owners to display specialty

Amendmentrights of car owners who wanttheir tags to declare “Choose Life.” license plates prorr:oting amessageor cause.

The U.S. 2nd Circuit Court of Appealshad alreadyruled in 2006 that a lawsuit However, DMV’s then-Com-
between anti-abortionactivistsand New Y ork’s Department of Motor Vehicles ~ T1SStoner RaymondP. Martinez
could move forward. denied the application. He re-

However, the new decisionends sevenyears of legal sparring. ferredto aprevious denialin 1998

“This court has found the sole basis for defendants’ denial of Children First wh?‘nDMV saidcarownerscould
Foundation’slicense plate application was viewpoint discrimination,”readsthe DOt promote ordlsplay,Pohtlcal-
decision. “Accordingly, the court finds that defendants’ restriction wasboth 1Y Sensitive messages”on New
discrimination based on viewpointand unreasonable. York hcezflse tags _V,V,hwh could

“New Y ork hasrun afoul of the First Amendment by giving the commissioner provoke road rage. -
unbridled discretion to engage in viewpointdiscrimination,” the court noted. Thefoundation, whichwasas-

Byblocking sisted inthe
any “Choose lawsui't by
Life” license the Alliance = P
plates since ? i(flecrcl)rsne E| L
2002, N und, -
Yorkisin te}:Z plained that B il
minority of his decision e South Carolina « =&
states, notes was 1llegal - — =\
the Children “viewpoint °Massachusetts®
FirstFounda- dlSC,I”,Imlna- @ PV Y V.
tion‘swebsite, tlog. o T
“given thata gain in L

i jori 2002,anew ; I

lid )
2(%12??)?{113 application ) Ch\ 4 \L'; Nt Nt

- 1L wasrejected o oose Lite o

sateshaved- am Chocse \life. asrejected )
pr oyv epd : DMV found ‘ M]WPPI !
‘ChooseLife’ plates.” themessage

The court ordered New Y ork to approve the specialty plate, which features ~ Patentlyoffensiveandcouldpro-
achild-style crayon drawing of smiling children and the words “Choose Life”  VOke outrage from members of
across the bottom. The head ofthe state DMV had called the design “offensive.”  thepublic.

Thefoundation submittedanew 8 8

The foundationis anon-profit organization that promotesadoptionasachoice e X 008 "-Fe
for women with unwanted pregnancies ornewborns. The group firstapplied for dq51gtn(in 2003, whichwasalso : Ch \ ;
rejected.
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An Open Letter from our publisher January-February 2012

DEARFRIEND:

Happy New Year! How inspired we were by ourcover  ignore.
story this month—which tellsabout ayoung man who had Almost 60 years ago, my father, the late Dr. Billy
losthis faith, but nevertheless was asked by aprominent  James Hargis, founded thisnewspaper and began send-

to pose for her ingitout freeto whom-
as she created | ever asked for a sub-
beautiful oil scription. Theneedstill
paintings of exists. The truth must
Jesus. be proclaimed.
Hewasn’tall So, my friend, will
thatinterested, you give this newspa-
but finally peraway?
agreed. By such a simple
And it has act, you can be a
changedhislife. Watchman on the
Thopeyouwill Wall! Andwillyouwrite
be touched by tome?
his story. Willyoutellme what
Andaswego you think of this edi-
to press, the tion? Whatdoyou think
presidential pri- ofthe Wisconsin athe-
maries have istsonpage 1 whohave
begun. We’re vowed tokeep children
only weeks in Florida from pray-
away from Su- ing?
per Tuesday — Iwant to hear from
which could you!
determine who Iwillbeso grateful if
the Republican youcansendusagiftof
Partywillselect $5, $10, $25, $50,
to run against $100 or whatever you
Barack can sothat we can pub-
Obama. lishaJanuary edition!
Read our Helpustowarn Amer-
main article, Hold on Tighthy Liz Lemon Swindle ica!
staringon Page The need is so ur-
1, whichtells how pollsters were told by everyday Amer-  gent! And I cannot do it without your help.
icansthatthey expect the President ofthe United States to Godblessyou!
beasolid Christian. Gowith God!
We’veendeavored tobring you “goodnews” along the Billy James Hargis I,
hard news stories that so many newspapers choose to PUBLISHER AND PRESIDENT

A dad takes his child to a patriotic parade
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Peter Walks on Water byLiz Lemon Riddle
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The Nativity by Unknown Master
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